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Exhibit 1 – Who Was John Skinner, husband of Patience Hanisey? 
 
The pages that follow is the research of cousins Bill Skinner and Laurel Steffes, as written by Bill 
Skinner in 2001.  [In his writing, Bill generously credits me for work that was done by Laurel 
Steffes.] 
 

Summary 
 
John T. Skinner, husband of Patience Hanisay, was likely born John Taber Skinner.  He was a 
nephew of John Taber and lived on land given to him by John Taber.  John Skinner named his 
second son Taber Skinner. 
 
John was part of a cluster of Skinners that appeared in Gloucester County in the 2nd half of the 
1700’s.  John’s father was likely John Skinner.  John, the father, and John Taber were brothers-
in-law.  They appear together in the records as early as 1758, when both were recorded as 
being the ‘chain bearers’ in a land survey. 
 
John, the father, was a landowner in Gloucester Township, NJ.  Gloucester Township was 
located just east of today’s Rt.42 and extended from Runnemede to Sicklerville.  John T. Skinner 
was a landowner in old Greenwich Township, west of Gloucester Township, near the town of 
Pitman. 
 
Susannah C. Skinner, who married John Cathcart, was likely a sister of John T. Skinner.   John 
and wife Patience named a daughter Susannah C. Skinner.  And a son of John Skinner – William 
Skinner, also named a daughter Susannah C. Skinner. 
 
There are two other persons in the records who are likely close relations to John T. Skinner - 
Richard Skinner (wife Sarah) and Joseph Skinner.  There is also a William Skinner in the records, 
but no relationship is clear. 
 
The Skinners are likely related to Philadelphia Skinner families of the 1700’s, possibly the family 
of William Skinner (wife, Elizabeth Williams), who lived in Philadelphia and later, Gloucester 
County, NJ, during the late 1700’s and early 1800’s. 
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KDS update – William Skinner Sr., son of John and Patience, also named a daughter Susannah C. Skinner 
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Exhibit 2 – The Military Service of John Skinner, Husband of Patience Hanisey 
 

The pages that follow is the research of cousins Bill Skinner and Laurel Steffe, as written 
by Bill Skinner in 2001.  In this writing, the Loyalist service of persons named John 
Skinner in New Jersey is tracked from 1778 to 1783.  
 
To summarize - John Skinner and his father-in-law James Hanisey enlisted in the Loyalist 
‘West Jersey Volunteers’ in March of 1778, as did many of their neighbors.  Their 
captain was Jonathan Chew, a neighbor of James Hanisey. 
 
New Jersey began proceedings to seize the lands of James Hanisey and Jonathan Chew, 
and other Gloucester County Loyalists, in December of 1778.  James Hanisey’s Loyalist 
activities appear to have ended at about that time as he does not appear in any 
additional muster rolls.  There is no mention of any proceedings against John Skinner. 
 
At the end of the war in 1783, the British government provided compensatory land in 
unsettled portions of Canada to many New Jersey Loyalists who had suffered land 
seizures.  There is no record of James Hanisey asking for, or being given, Canadian land.  
James Hanisey continued living in Gloucester County, NJ for the duration of his life.   
 
John Skinner appears on the muster roll with James Hanisey in 1778.  Using this as a 
starting point, Bill and Laurel trace the service of multiple persons named John Skinner 
from one muster roll to the next from 1778 to the end of the war in 1783.  One Skinner 
who could be ‘our’ John Skinner served as a Loyalist for most of the war, far longer than 
the brief service of James Hanisey.  This John Skinner suffered the seizure of lands 
during the war and was awarded compensatory land in New Brunswick, Canada 
following the war.   
 
While exploring the possible war service of ‘our’ John Skinner, note that ‘our’ John does 
not appear on tax rolls as a landowner until after the war, and that there is no record of 
anyone named John Skinner of Cumberland, Gloucester, Salem or Burlington Counties 
who had land seizure actions instituted against him during the war.  As a result, ‘our’ 
John Skinner would not be the John Skinner who received compensatory land in Canada.  
Beyond his initial appearance in a muster roll with James Hanisey in 1778, it is difficult 
to draw many conclusions about the Loyalist war service of ‘our’ John Skinner. 
 
The following documents are in the hand-writing of cousin Bill Skinner (begin next 
page): 
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Land Seizures During the War: 
Per http://www.nj.searchroots.com/Gloucesterco/gcsnippets.htm 
Also http://www.royalprovincial.com/genealogy/confiscations/nj/confsal.shtml 
 

 

Great Britain, Public Record Office, Audit Office, Class 12, Volume 85, folios 43-46.  
 
Property Confiscations -- Salem, Cumberland, Gloucester, and Burlington Counties 

[Extract]  

A list of the names of all those Persons whose property was Confiscated in the Several 

Counties of the State of New Jersey, for joining the Army of the King of Great Britain &c. as 

returned to the Auditors Office, previous to the first day of May 1787.  

 

Salem County  

Moses ATKINSON, Joseph KENDALL, Hugh COWPERTHWAITE, John SUTTON, Richard MEAD, 

Reuben LANGLEY, William PRICE, Abdon ALBOT, Junr., Philip ADAMS, Robert WHITAKER, 

James SUTTON, Christopher RANDOLEAR, Israel ELWELL, Jacob VAN MATER, James DEAN, 

Thomas LAMB, George JOHNSTON, Michael MILLER, Joseph HAWLINGS, William RAWSON, 

John DANIEL, John MORROW 

Cumberland County  

Ambrose FITZGERALD, James BARREL, Jr. Ashley BOWEN, Jacob HALL, Daniel STRETCH, 

German DAVIS, David WATKINS, Nathaniel JENKINS, Daniel BOWEN, Peter LOWRY, Junr., 

Ezekial THOMAS, Richard CAYFORD , Francis PILGRAM, William WOODLAND, Hugh BARBER, 

William FULLERTON , John PHILIPS, Nicholas BOUGH, John JEFFERIES, Silvanus FULMAN 

Gloucester County  

John COX, George SWANTON, Harrison WELLS, Josiah BIDDLE, John HENCHMAN, Jacob 

HEWIT, John O'BRIAN, Robert WHITAKER, James DUFFIELD, Jeremiah PROSSER, John 

HATTON, John CARTER, James HANISSEY, David SURAM, Isaac JUSTICE [Justison], John 

BOODER, George AVIS, William FIRSTMAN, Daniel COZENS, Alexander BATARN, Isaac 

LORD, Gabriel DeVEBER, Benjamin DUFFIELD, William WELLS, Thomas NIGHTENGALE, 

Joseph LONG, John CHEW [Jonathan Chew?], Abraham FENIMORE, John RUDROW, William 

PENYARD, Peter JOHNSTON , James THOMPSON, John FRANKLIN, John BORDER, John 
GRUFF 

Burlington County  

Joseph TAYLOR, Jonathon ODELL, George ELIAS, Robert COOKE, John GOULD, John 

LEONARD, John CARTEY, John HORNER, Thomas HUNLOCK , George PLATER, Joseph 

HAWLINGS 

 

Extract from the publick books in my office given under my hand this first day of June One 

Thousand seven hundred and Eighty seven 1787.  
Aaron Dunham Auditor of Acct. New Jersey 

http://www.nj.searchroots.com/Gloucesterco/gcsnippets.htm
http://www.royalprovincial.com/genealogy/confiscations/nj/confsal.shtml
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Exhibit 3 – The Landholdings of John Skinner, husband to Patience Hanisey, as 
researched by cousin Bill Skinner, circa 2001: 
 

 

 
 

John Skinner had lands at and near Richwood, NJ. 
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Introduction 
 
John T. Skinner and his family lived at Pitman Grove (west Pitman) near Alcyon Lake in 
the eastern end of ‘Old’ Greenwich Township in Gloucester County, NJ.  John also had 
landholdings near Barnsboro and at Richwood. 
 
 

 
 

Old Greenwich Township, 1849 [Library of Congress] 
 

The township extended inland from the Delaware River to Pitman.  Prior to 1840, Old 
Greenwich Township was larger and included the town of Richwood shown here in Harrison 

Township. 
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Land Purchases 
 
Sometime prior to 1797, John Skinner purchased 58 acres of land from Zephaniah 
Tomlin.  There is no formal record of the transaction, except that it was mentioned at 
the time of a later 30 acre transaction. 
 
In 1797, John purchased 30 acres of land (35 acres minus allowances for roads) from 
Samuel Tomlin.  This land abutted the 58 acres he had previously purchased.  The point 
where the two parcels abutted each other was located between the landholdings of 
neighbors Sweeten and Delaney.  Archibald Moffett had lands adjoining two sides of 
Skinner’s 30 acres.  The 30 plus 58 acres were in the vicinity of the Chestnut Branch 
(South Branch) of the Mantua Creek, but that could be anywhere from the northeast 
side of Barnsboro to Pitman Grove. 
 
Undated – John owned two parcels of land at today’s Richwood - 40 acres and 100 
acres.  The lands were situated within an area bounded by Rt. 322 to the north, 
Williamson Lane to the south, Richwood Rd to the west, and Richwood/Aura Rd (Rt.667) 
to the east and fronted primarily on Richwood Rd. 
 
In 1789, John Skinner purchased 17 acres of land at Pitman Grove from Isaac Terripin.  
At the time, John and his family were likely living on land owned by Thomas Tabor that 
abutted the Terripin purchase. 
 
1n 1811, John inherited 200-214 acres called ‘Old Smith’s Place’ in the Will of Thomas 
Tabor.  This was land that John was already living on and bordered the 17 acres he had 
purchased in 1789.  This combined parcel of land was the primary residence and farm of 
John and his family. 
 
In 1821, following John’s death, his lands were sold at a Sheriff’s sale to satisfy debts 
that had accumulated with the owners of the Carpenter Glass factory (formerly Stanger’s 

Glass) in Glassboro.  Richard Skinner, a son of John, was the winning bidder.  The 
sheriff’s sale made no mention of the 30 and 58 acre parcels John had purchased north 
of Pitman Grove.   
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30 Acres Purchased 1797 abutting 58 Acres Previously Purchased: 
 

 
Deed Record - 30 Acres, Samuel Tomlin to John Skinner, 1797 

[NJ State Archives] 
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Deed Record (continued) 

Mentions the 58 acres previously purchased 
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30 Acres and 58 Acres (continued): 
 

30 acres, Summary of Survey and Map 
 [NJ State Archives] 

Select Skinner, John (Grantee) TO: John Skinner 
FROM: Samuel Tomlin 
SURVEY AND MAP. 30 acres. Greenwich 
Township; Gloucester County. The bounds include 
58 acres more purchased by Skinner from 
Zephaniah Tomlin; part of 124 acres surveyed to 
Matthew Tomlin recorded in Book P, page 267, 
268. 
OTHERS NAMED: Elijah Cozens (Deputy 
Surveyor) (Signatory); [Unrecorded] Delaney 
(Owner of adjoining land); [Unrecorded] Eglington 
(Judall's land surveyed for Eglington; Adjoining 
land; [on map]); [Unrecorded] Judall (Judall's land 
surveyed for Eglington; Adjoining land; [on map]); 
[Unrecorded] Lafferty (Owner of adjoining land); 
Archibald Moffet (Owner of adjoining land; [on 
map]); H. Pinner (Former owner of adjoining land; 
now Lafferty's; [on map]); [Unrecorded] Sweeton 
(Owner of adjoining land); Matthew Tomlin; 
Zephaniah Tomlin (Sold 58 acres within the bounds 
of this survey to John Skinner) 
LOCATIONS: West Jersey; Gloucester; Greenwich 
Township 

10 Apr 1797 WJ Loose 
Records : 1797 - 
Skinner, John 
(46967) 
(PWESJ004) 

javascript:__doPostBack('ctl00$ContentPlaceHolder1$GridView1$ctl03$lbtnSelect','')


John 34 

30 Acres and 58 Acres (continued): 
 

 
30 acres, Survey and Map 

 

Record of 30 acres purchased in 1797, including surveyed map of the land.  Includes a mention 
of the 58 acres previously purchased.  [NJ State Archives] 
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200-214 Acres at Pitman Grove and 140 Acres at Richwood: 
 

 
 

Land Holdings of John T. Skinner at the time of the 1821 Sheriff’s Sale   
 

John Skinner owned a large parcel of land at Pitman Grove where he lived and raised his family.  He 
originally purchased 17 acres of land at Pitman Grove and then inherited 200-214 additional 

adjoining acres from the estate of Thomas Tabor.  The size and shape of Skinner’s Pitman Grove 
lands is clear from the research of Bill Skinner. 

 
At Richwood, John Skinner owned 140 acres out of a total of 360 acres that sits between today’s Rt. 322 

to the north, Williamson Lane to the south, Richwood Rd (Rt. 609) to the west, and Richwood/Aura 
Rd (Rt.667) to the east. His land fronted largely on Richwood Rd and sat to the west of the farms on 

Richwood/Aura Road.  Skinner’s lands consisted of a 100 acre plot plus a 40 acre plot.  The exact 
shape of his Richwood land is not clear – the above map shows a crude representation of the 

general location of his Richwood holdings. 
 

The sheriff’s sale made no mention of the 30 acres and 58 acres once owned by John Skinner. 
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Exhibit 3a - The Land Holdings of John Skinner as researched and written by Bill 
Skinner (2000): 
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Exhibit 3b - A Closer Look at the 200 Acres of Land at Pitman Grove Sold at the 
Sheriff’s Sale in 1821 (including Thomas Tabor’s ‘Old Smith’s Place’): 

 

 
 

 



John 38 

200 Acres (continued): 
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200 Acres (continued): 
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200 Acres (continued): 
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200 Acres (continued): 
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Exhibit 3c - Closer Look at the 40 acres of Land at Richwood Sold at the Sheriff’s Sale in 
1821: 
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40 Acres (continued): 
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Exhibit 3d -Closer Look at the 100 Acres of Land at Richwood Sold at the Sheriff’s Sale in 1821: 
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100 Acres (continued): 

end 
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Exhibit 4x - Earliest Record of John Skinner and Thomas Tabor: 
 

Deed Records [NJ State Archives} 

Select Skinner, John (Chain 
Bearer) (Named) 
 

 

TO: David roe 
FROM: 
SURVEY AND MAP. 428 acres. Gloucester County. 
OTHERS NAMED: Charles Brogdel (Owner of 
adjoining land); Samuel Clement, Jr. (Deputy 
Surveyor) (Signatory); [Unrecorded] Penn (Owner 
of adjoining land); John Skinner (Chain Bearer); 
Thomas Taper (Chain Bearer) 
LOCATIONS: West Jersey; Gloucester 

13 Jan 1757 WJ Loose 
Records : 1757 - 
Roe, David (OV-
A) (63437) 
(PWESJ004) 
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Exhibit 4a – Index Card Records at the Gloucester County Historical Society;  
Research of Laurel Damon Steffes, 2000: 
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[blank] 
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Index Cards, First Page
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Index Cards, Page Two
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Rear Sides of the Index Cards on Page Two 



John 52 

 

 
 

Index Cards, Page Three
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Rear Sides of the Index Cards on Page Three
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Index Cards, Page Four 
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Rear Sides of the Index Cards on Page Four 
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Index Cards, Page Five 
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Rear Side of Index Cards on Page Five 
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Index Cards, Page Six 
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Exhibit 4b – Skinner Tax Ratables;  Research of cousin Laurel Damon Steffes, 2000: 
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Skinner Tax Ratables – Note from Laurel Damon Steffes, 2000: 
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Exhibit 4c – Birth Date of John Skinner 
 
John Skinner was born 15 January 1760, per his grandson Franklin Skinner.  This date, or 

any other birth date for John, does not appear in any other historic records. 
 
Franklin Skinner wrote a series of genealogical articles on the Skinner family in the 

1920’s.  These articles appeared in a newspaper called The Glassboro Enterprise in 
an ongoing column called “Our History Club, Compiled by John R. Downer”.  The 
birth date for John Skinner appears in the column that appeared in the newspaper 
dated 18 November, 1921. That newspaper article is reproduced on the next page 
as copied from the research files of cousin Virginia Minotty. 

 
Franklin wrote several poems about the Skinner family, in particular, his older brother 

Richard Skinner Jr.  Franklin may have gotten his poetic skills from his grandmother 
Patience Skinner – in the article that is copied on the next page Franklin says his 
grandmother Patience Skinner “was a woman of education and quite a poetess”. 
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Exhibit 4d – Land Seizures of Residents of Gloucester County Due to Loyalist Activities 

During the Revolutionary War 
 

Per New Jersey Archives, 
http://archive.org/stream/ser2newjerseyrev03newjuoft/ser2newjerseyrev03newjuoft_djvu.txt: 
 
Gloucester, March 2, 1770.  
 
IN pursuance of an act of the General Assembly of the  
State of New Jersey for that purpose, and by virtue of  
sundry writs issued out of the Court of Common Pleas  
of the county of Gloucester, to us directed, will be exposed  
to sale by publick vendue, at the times and places herein  
after mentioned, the following tracts and parcels of lands,  
with the improvements, &c viz.  
   
1st. On the 10th day of April next on the premises, a  
certain tract of land situate in the town of Gloucester in  
said county, containing about 20 acres, whereon is a new  
[ ] story brick house, a good orchard and other improve-  
ments, being the late dwelling-house of John Hinchman,  
late of said county. And at the same time and place  
will be sold all the right and property of said Hinchman  
(being for the natural life of said Hinchman) in and to  
the adjoining valuable plantation, now in the tenure of  
the widow Branson. The sale to begin at two o'clock  
said day.  
 
2d. On Monday the 12th on the premises, the noted  
tavern in Woodbury, in the township of Deptford, in said  
county (now in the tenure of Robert Sparks) with the-  
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1779] NEWSPAPER EXTRACTS. 129  
 
land thereunto belonging, containing about 45 acres,  
being late the property of Alexander Bartram: And at  
the same time and place all the right and property of  
John Grieff, (being for his natural life) in and to a  
valuable plantation containing about 100 acres, part  
whereof is good meadow, lying about one mile from  
Woodbury aforesaid. The sale to begin at one o'clock  
said day.  
 
3d. On Tuesday the 13th, at the late dwelling-house of  
Jonathan Chew, in the township of Deptford, all the real  
estate of said Chew, consisting of four plantations or  
tracts of land, lying on both sides of Mantua Creek, in  
the township of Deptford and Greenwich, whereon are  
valuable improvements, and to be sold separate. At same  
time and place about 100 acres of land lying on Mantua  
Creek, near the land of said Chew, being late the property  
of James Hanisey. The sale to begin at 10 o'clock said  
day.  
 
4th. On Wednesday the 14th, at the house of William  
Eldridge, Innkeeper in Greenwich township, all the real  
estate late Daniel' Co'zens's, consisting of one valuable  
place whereon said Cozens lately lived, containing about  
100 acres ; there is on the premises a good dwelling-house,  
barn, orchard, &c and a well accustomed grist-mill : Also  
a tract of landing containing about 500 acres, whereon  
is a dwelling-house, saw-mill, and other improvements.  
Also about 5 acres of good meadow lying 011 Mantua  
Creek, below the bridge, all in said township of Green-  
wich. Likewise a piece of meadow on Shibers's Island,  
containing about 10 acres. The sale to begin at 10  
o'clock said day. Also one small lot of ground with the  
buildings and improvements situated on the Cohoeking  
road, about one mile from the place of sale, late the  
property of John Robertson. Also one other house and  
lot containing about ten acres, late the property of James  
Duffield. Also one other lot or tract of land within about  
half a mile of said Eldridge's supposed about 100 acres,  
with a dwelling-house and other improvements thereon,  
being late the property of Edward Eglenton and Asa  
Lord.  
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5th. On Thursday the 15th, at said Eldridge's, the real  
estate of Gabriel D'Vebber, consisting of one lot or piece  
of land adjoining the said Eldridge's containing about  
20 acres, whereon is a good frame house, a good con-  
venient store-house and other improvements. One other  
tract of about one hundred acres of woodland, adjoining  
Jands of John Richards and John Roome. One other  
tract of land containing about 20 acres, with the buildings  
and improvements thereon, and seven acres of meadow,  
situate on Mantua Creek, next adjoining below the bridge.  
Also at same time and place, one plantation or tract of  
land situate near the fort at Billingsport, containing  
about 90 acres, with the house and improvements, late  
the property of William Bocock. Likewise one other lot  
situate at Billingsport aforesaid, late the property of  
Daniel Cozens. The sale to begin at 10 o'clock said day.  
 
6th. On Friday the 16th, at said Eldridge's, 100 acres  
of land, whereon is a good stone dwelling-house', a good  
grist-mill and other improvements, late the property of  
Harrison Wells. At same time and place 100 acres of  
valuable land adjacent to said mill, late the property of  
William Wells, both being part of a tract that formerly  
belonged to William Harrison, Esq. Also at same time  
and place one other tract of land, with the buildings and  
improvements, situate at Repaupa, containing about 150  
acres, late the property of Joseph Long. Likewise 5  
acres of meadow on Mauncis's Island, late the property  
of said Joseph Long. And at said time and place a  
good stone house and lot of ground at the lower bridge on  
Raccoon Creek, with about 40 acres of meadow near said  
house; late the property of Joseph Clark: all situate in  
the township of Greenwich. The sale to begin at 10  
o'clock said day.  
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1779] NEWSPAPER EXTRACTS. 131  
 
7th. On Saturday the 17th, at the house of John Cozens,  
Inn-keeper, near Mullica Hill, in the township of Green-  
wich, the real estate of William Fusman, situate in said  
township, containing about 15 or 20 acres, whereon is a  
house, barn and other improvements. One other place  
lying on the great road leading towards Cumberland, con-  
taining about 90 acres, whereon is a wooden house, barn,  
orchard &c. late the property of John Rudrow. Like-  
wise 105 acres, chiefly woodland, whereon is a new frame  
dwelling-house, w|th some small improvements and about  
30 acres of woodland lying on the Cohocking road, being  
late the property of Jacob Hewitt. The three last men-  
tioned all lying in the township of Woolwich. The sale  
to begin at 10 o'clock said day.  
 
8th. On Monday the 19th, at the house of Mounce  
Keen, in Sweedsborough, a house and lot in said town of  
SweedsboroUgh, a piece of wood-land and five acres of  
meadow, lying on Raccoon Creek, late the property of  
John Hatton. About 150 acres of land with the im-  
provements, late the property of John Cox. All the real  
estate of George Avis, supposed about 100 acres of land,  
whereon is a good brick house, barn, orchard, &c. Also  
the real estate of Isaac Justice, supposed about 100 acres  
of land, with a house, barn, orchard, &c. all situate in the  
township of Woolwich. All the above-mentioned premises  
being confiscated and to be sold by the Commissioners for  
the use of the State, which said Commissioners are im-  
powered by act of Assembly to make good and sufficient  
conveyances for the same. Attendance will be given at  
the times and places above u mentioned.  
 
JOHN SPARKS, ^ Commis-  
SAMUEL KAIGHN,, j sioners.  
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Exhibit 4d2 – Land Seizure of James Hanisey 
 
Transcriptions of Early County Records of New Jersey, Gloucester County Series Revolutionary 

War Documents, The Historical Records Survey, Work Projects Administration, Newark, 
New Jersey, 1940, (Gloucester Co. Historical Society, per notes of VEM: 

 
“Executions for Sale of Property, 1778: 
 
Gloucester ss     The State of New Jersey To John Sparks Samuel Kaign & Elijah Clark 

Commissioners duly appointed for the said County on the part & Behalf of the said State to 
take & dispose for the use & Benefit of the Same the Estates of certain Fugitives & 
Offenders in the said County or to any two or more of them Greeting Whereas lately that is 
to say of the Term of December in the Year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred & 
seventy eight in the Court of Common Pleas held at Gloucester in & for the County of 
Gloucester before the Judges of the same Court final Judgment was had & entered in 
favour of the said State of New Jersey pursuant to Law against James Hannisey late of the 
County of Gloucester on an Inquisition found against the said James Hannisey for having 
joined the Enemies of this State & assisted in taking the good subjects thereof prisoners, & 
returned to the said Court as may fully appear of record You are therefore commanded and 
enjoined to sell and dispose of all the real Estate of what nature or kind whatsoever 
belonging or lately belonging to the said James Hannisey within the said County of 
Gloucester according to the Directions of an Act for forfeiting to & vesting in the State of 
New Jersey the Real Estates of certain Fugitives & Offender made & passed the eleventh 
day of December in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred & seventy eight.  
Witness Michael Fisher Esq. Judge of said Court at Gloucester afs.d the tenth day of 
December in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred & Seventy eight. 

 
By the Court 
T Hugg Clerk 
Davenport Atty P. State 
 
[Verso} 
The State V. James Hannisey 
Excon for Sale of Real Estate 
March Term 1779 
Davenport Atty.” 
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Note – Left Side of Map Points North 
 

The Land of James Hanisey Seized in 1778 was Located in Today’s Town of Wenonah,  
where Mantua Avenue Crosses the Mantua Creek   

[map per notes of Virginia Minotty]
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Exhibit 4e – Will of Mary Hanisey, 1783 
 
Will of Mary Hannisey - dated May 12, 1783, Will Book A, Pag 342 - 1783, per files of VEM: 
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Exhibit 4f – Marriage of John Skinner and Patience Hanisey 
 
The records appear to indicate that Patience was twice married.  Her first marriage was 
to Jonathan Hendrickson, who must have died shortly thereafter.   
 
The Hendrickson family line, originally from Sweden, lived in both Greenwich Township 
and Swedesboro in Gloucester County during the 1700’s and 1800’s. 

 
  
 

Record of Pennsylvania Marriages Prior to 1810,  
Collections of the Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania,  
per files of Virginia Minotty: 

 
Christ Church, Philadelphia 
1784, September 21.  Hendrickson, Jonathan, and Patience Hanisey – no minister 

mentioned. 
 
Swedes Church, Philadelphia 
[KDS note – also called Gloria Dei Church and Old Swede’s Church] 
1785, October 27.  Skinner, John and Patience Henricson – no minister mentioned. 
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Exhibit 4g – Will of Land from Thomas Tabor to ‘nephew’ John Skinner 
 
Thomas Taber Will Abstract: 
 
“1810, Dec. 11.  Taber, Thomas, of Gloucester Co.;  will of.  Daughter, Hannah Lawder, 

during her lifetime, the plantation whereon John Ffirth now lives (which was left to 
me by my father);  also adjoining farm purchased of my father-in-law, and at her 
decease, same to John Ffirth and wife, Margaret, and at their death, to their sons, 
John and Henry.  Nephew, John Skinner, and his wife, Patience, the plantation now 
occupied by them, and formerly called “old Smith’s place”;  also 1/2 cedar swamp 
on Scotland Branch in Gloucester Co.  The other 1/2 of same to John and Henry 
Ffirth  (sons of John).  Joseph Foster (son of Hannah Lawder), tavern house and lotts 
(5 acres) at Barnsborough, now occupied by Samuel Blackwood.  To friends, Dr. 
Thomas Hendry and Joseph McIlvaine, Esq., of Burlington, all plantation where John 
Sharp lives, purchased of William Wilkins and Isaac Flanagan, to have and hold until 
Thomas Blackwood (son of John) of Barnsborough shall become 21. ... Executors - 
Thomas Hendry, Joseph McIlvaine.  Witnesses - William Jones, Benajah Anderson, 
William Hopper.  Proved Mar. 28, 1811.   File 2819 H.”    

[per “Abstracts of Wills - 1810-1813”, NJ Archives, Vol. XXXXI, 1949, p371, 
9/24/1995/KDS] 
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Exhibit 4h – Sale of Land By John and Patience Skinner In 1805, Land Originally 
Inherited By Patience from her Mother; Courtesy of Laurel Damon Steffes, 2000: 
 
 

 
 
 

The following deed describes 115 acres of land sold by John And Patience Skinner in 
1805.  The land was located along the Mantua Creek in old Deptford Township, not 
far from the old homestead once owned by James Hanisey, the father of Patience.  

The land was part of a tract of land that Patience and her four siblings inherited 
from their mother Mary (Gibson) Hanisey, and which in turn, Mary had inherited 

from her brother William Gibson per his 1750 Will. .  This land is located at or near 
the town of Wenonah today. 
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Exhibit 4i - John Cathcart vs John Skinner, 1805; Research of cousin Laurel Damon 

Steffes, 2000: 
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John 94 

Exhibit 4j – Court Case:  Johnson Beckett Vs. John Skinner, 1810; Research of cousin 
Laurel Damon Steffes, 2000: 
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Exhibit 4k - Newspaper Creditor Notice, circa 1820, courtesy of Laurel Damon Steffes, 
2000: 

 

 
 



John 98 

Exhibit 4l – 1821 Deed of Land From the Gloucester County Sheriff to Richard Skinner, 
Richard Having Been the Winning Bidder of his father’s [John Skinner’s] Lands at 
Sheriff’s Sale;  Courtesy of Laurel Damon Steffes, 2000: 
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Exhibit 4m - 1822 Deed of Land From Richard and Mary Skinner to son-in-law Nathan 
Thompson.  This was one of numerous land transactions by Richard Skinner in the 

1800’s that eventually diluted the landholdings of the Skinner family. 
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Exhibit 4n – Inventory of Estate of John Skinner, 1824 
 
Per notes of VEM [Virginia Minotty]: 
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Exhibit 5 – Misc. Records Pertaining To John and Patience Skinner 
 

Exhibit 5a, 
John Skinner, Disorderly Conduct, 1808 and 1818, per files of VEM: 
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Exhibit 5b, 
Federal Census - 1830, per files of Virginia Minotty: 
 

“Schedule of the whole number of Persons within the Division allotted to Jos. B. Harker by the 
Marshall of the State of New Jersey, Greenwich Township, in the County of Gloucester 

 
Free White Persons (including Heads of Families) 
Patience Skinner 
Females - of twenty and under thirty  -  1 
Females - of sixty and under seventy  -  1) 
Total  -  2.” 
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Exhibit 6 – Records Pertaining to Thomas Taber 
 
 

Exhibit 6a - Per www.familytreemaker.com/users/r/e/m/deborah-ann-remer/gene2-
0003.htlm: 
 
Generation No. 7 
 
7. JEFFREY7 CHEW (NATHANIEL6, RICHARD5, JOHN4, JOHN3, JOHN2 CHEWE, ROBERT1 CHEW)  
was born January 10, 1713/14 in Gloucester County, N. J., and died April 10,  
1774 in Buried in Mantua, NJ - with wife. He married AMY DRIVER September 15,  
1732 in Gloucester County, N. J., daughter of John Driver and Sarah.  
 
       Children of Jeffrey Chew and Amy Driver are:  
 
      10.i. JESSE8 CHEW, b. November 25, 1738, Gloucester County, N. J.; d.  
      January 31, 1812. 
       ii. JONATHAN CHEW. 
       iii. SUSANNAH CHEW. 
       iv. SARAH CHEW. 
       v. SAMUEL CHEW. 
       vi. DAVID CHEW. 
       vii. ANN CHEW. 
 
8. ELIZABETH7 CHEW (NATHANIEL6, RICHARD5, JOHN4, JOHN3, JOHN2 CHEWE, ROBERT1  
CHEW) was born Abt 1705 in Gloucester County, N. J.. She married (1) DAVID ROE.  
She married (2) BENJAMIN TABER Abt 1728.  
 
       Child of Elizabeth Chew and David Roe is:  
 
       i. ROE8. 
       Child of Elizabeth Chew and Benjamin Taber is:  
 
       ii. THOMAS8 TABER. 
 
9. RICHARD7 CHEW (NATHANIEL6, RICHARD5, JOHN4, JOHN3, JOHN2 CHEWE, ROBERT1 CHEW)  
was born Abt 1710 in Gloucester County, N. J., and died October 27, 1759. He  
married ABIGAIL WOOD August 1733, daughter of Constantine Wood.  
 
       Children of Richard Chew and Abigail Wood are:  
 
       i. ALICE8 CHEW. 
       ii. MASSY CHEW. 
       iii. CONSTANTINE CHEW. 
       iv. NATHANIEL CHEW. 
       v. ABIGAIL CHEW. 
       vi. WILLIAM CHEW. 
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Exhibit 6b - Information from Laurel Steffes, per 5/20/99 email: 
 
Per NJ GenWeb site - John Firth III married Margaret Tabor Sparks, 1793, Glo. Co., died 1810 (John?). 
 
Per Taber family GenForum - “Seeking ancestors of Margaret Taber who m. first a Mr. Young and second 

Robert Sparks.  The second marriage took place 27 July 1788 at the Third Presbyterian Church aka 
the Old Pine Street Church in Philadelphia.  Her father may be Thomas Taber.  Robert and Margaret 
Sparks probably had sons Thomas and Robert (b. 1792) and resided in New Jersey.” 

 

 
 
Exhibit 6c - Information from Laurel Steffes, per 5/24/99 email: 
 
Per a posting to the Glo. Co. NJ GenWeb site - Margaret Firth was a daughter to Thomas Taber.  

Information is available from the Family Bible of John and Margaret Firth.  John and Margaret had a 
daughter Judith, in between sons John and Henry. 
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Exhibit 6d - constructed by KDS from the notes of VEM: 
 
BENJAMIN TABER, son of __ 
b. 
d.  1738, Will 6/19/1737 Glo. Twp., & Co. N.J.  (Lib. 4, p. 148) 
m.  1728 
w.  ELIZABETH CHEW, dau. of Nathaniel Chew and Mary Heritage Clark, sister of Jeffry Chew 
b. 1705 
d. 1766 
 
children: 
1.  THOMAS TABER 
b.  1728 
d.  1810/11  buried Bethel Cem. Hurffville, N.J. 
2.  BENJAMIN TABER 
b.  June 19, 1737 
d. 
 
THOMAS TABER 
b. 
d.  1811, Will Dec. 11, 1810, Vol. XII, Wills 1810-1813. 
buried Bethel Cemetery, Hurffville, N.J. 
m.  Apr. 5, 1764, both of Glo. Co., (N.J. Colonial Documents, 1st Series Vol. XXII) 
w.  MARGARET RAGAN, 
b.  1728 
d.  Sept. 7, 1810, age 82, Bethel History, p. 230 
buried Bethel Cemetery, Hurffville, N.J. 
 
children: 
1.  HANNAH TABER 
b. 
d. 
m. 
1st h. __ FOSTER     2nd h.  __ LAWDER 
son JOSEPH FOSTER 
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Exhibit 6e - based upon the notes of VEM: 
 
Will of ELIZABETH TABER, (widow) - Pilesgrove township, Salem County, N.J. 
Date - August 12, 1796. 
children mentioned: 
Ann (Smith), Elizabeth, Sarah, David - underage, Joseph, 5 shillings, Thomas, John - underage 
Executor - daughter Ann Smith 
Witnesses - Benjamin Richardson, Naomi Richardson 
Probated March 7, 1797 
Probate shows that daughter Ann was Ann Smith 
Authority - Salem Box of Wills 1797 
Researched by Norman E. Skinner, March 1965. 
4/27/1980/VEM 
 

 
 
Exhibit 8f - per notes of VEM: 
 
DAVID ROE of Flushing, New York, and his descendants (six generations), by Clarence Almon Torry - pub. 

Tarrytown, New York, Roe Printing Company MDCCCCXXVI, copy Glo. Co. Hist. Soc. 
 
p-6 
 
10 David Roe 3 (John 2, David 1), born about 1707, in Gloucester County or Salem County, N.J.;  married 

(1) Elizabeth (CHEW) Taber, widow of Benjamin Taber (mar. lic. Sept. 6, 1738).  After her death he 
married (2) Ursula Hurff (mar. lic. July 24, 1767). 

 
He resided in Deptford Township, Gloucester County, N.J.  He was an elder in the Presbyterian church at 

Woodbury, Blackwood and Berlin, N.J.  His will, dated  Feb. 14, 1783, proved Aug. 21, 1784, 
mentions his wife “Osella”, grandchildren John Brown and Elizabeth Brown.  .....” 

 
 
 

Exhibit 6g - Information from Laurel Steffes, per 5/24/99 email: 
 
Some internet sites, without any sourcing, show a possible family connection between Thomas Taber 

and Patience Hanisey. This exact arrangement is a stretch as Thomas Taber was born in 1728;  
Patience Hanisey was born in 1764.  

 
1.  William Clark m. Mary Heritage 

2.  Mary Clark m. Nathaniel Chew. 
3.  Elizabeth Chew m. Benjamin Taber 

4.  Thomas Taber 
2.  Sarah Clark m. Luke Gibson 

3.  Mary Gibson m. James Hanisey 
4.  Patience Hanisey m. John Skinner 
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EXHIBIT 7 – Records Pertaining to James Hanisey 
 
 

Exhibit 7a - Will Records, per notes of VEM: 
 
1796, Mar. 11.  CLARK, SUSANNAH, of Gloucester Co., Int. Adm’r - James Dilkes, Fellowbondsmen - 

James Henesey and George Stites;  all of said Co.   Lib. 36, p. 221 
1796 Mar. 23.  Inventory, L97.6.11;  made by Abel Clement and James Henesey.   File 2009H 
(p70) 
 
1797, Nov. 2, Eglinton, Jonathan, of Gloucester Co., Int. Adm’r.  DAVID ELDRIDGE.  Fellowbondsmen - 

James Hanisey and Benjamin Allen. 
(p119) 
 
1785. Mar. 30.  Conoley, William, of Greenwich Twsp., Gloucester Co., yeoman;  will of.  ..... 
Executor - friend, John West.  Witnesses - John Carter, William Sharp and Judah Heritage.  Proved Sept. 

28, 1798.   Lib. 37, 0.523 
1798, Sept. 20.  Inventory, L114.3.;  made by David Eldridge and James Hanisey;  all of said Co. 
 
1798, Sept. 28.  John West, the executor named in will being dec’d.  Adm’x C.T.A. - Martha Conoley.  

Fellowbondsmen - David Eldridge and James Hanisey;  all of said Co.   File 2158H. 
(p77)  NJ Archives, 1st Series Vol. IX, 1796-1800. 
 
1795, Oct. 24.  Dilkes, Aaron, of Deptford Tswp., Gloucester Co., Int. Adm’r - Jacob Spencer.  

Fellowbondsman - James Henisey;  both of said Co.   Lib. 35, p. 297 
1795, Oct. 26.  Inventory, L123.15.5;  made by James Henisey and Ephraim Bee.   File 1935H. 
(p112) 
 
 
 

Exhibit 7b - Deed, County Clerk’s Office, Deed Book G page 63, per files of VEM: 
 
Grantor - Caleb Gibson;  Grantee - Mary Hennesay  [wife of James Hennesay] 
 
 
 

Exhibit 7c - In Frank Stewart’s Notes of Old Gloucester County, Vol. III,.Sect. III, per 
files of VEM: 
 
James Hanisey was appointed one of the managers of St. Peter’s Episcopal Church Berkley (Mount 

Royal), this is also in Deptford Twp. 
 
 
 

Exhibit 7d - Samuel Mickes Diary, per files of VEM: 
 
Will contest between James Hennesay and James Gibson. 
[KDS note - James Hennesey married Mary Gibson.] 
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Exhibit 7e – Hanisay and Gibson Deed Records, per cousin Bill Skinner: 
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Exhibit 7f – Inventory of the Estate of James Hanisey, Research of Cousin Laurel 
Damon Steffes, 2000: 
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Exhibit 8 – The “Old Stone Farm”, bordering the property of James Hanisey, 
researched by cousin Bill Skinner: 
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Exhibit 8 (continued): 
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Exhibit 8 (continued): 
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END 


