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RICHARD SKINNER, JR. 

Son of Rev. Richard Skinner and 1st w. Mary Swope* 

(*Bible records, pub. 12/2/1921, Glassboro Enterprise, Glassboro, NJ by J.R.D.)  

Company A, 115 Regiment, Pa. Vol., Civil War 

b. Sep 27, 1823 Greenwich Twp, Glou. Co., NJ (per tombstone records)  

d. Mar 20, 1908 at home of son-in-law Louis N. Shreve, Glassboro, NJ, of pneumonia 

Buried old Glassboro Methodist Cem., next to old high school, Delsea Dr., Glassboro, NJ 

Tombstone surveyed in 1980 has disappeared as of 1990 [KDS note – per files of VEM]  

m. 1846 [KDS note - 1845 per his obituary and per 1/17/1975/VEM.] 

w. ELIZABETH ANN CORSON, dau. of Mizeal Corson and 1st w. Mary Stanger 

b. Jul 3, 1828 probably at Glassboro, NJ 

d. Jan 9, 1896 at Glassboro, NJ, Thursday, buried Monday 1/13/1896 Glassboro 

Methodist Cem., L. N. Shreve, F.D. (pub. Wood. Const. 1/15/1896, Woodbury, NJ; card 

file room 202 Woodbury Court House)  

Tombstone surveyed in 1980 has disappeared as of 1990 [Glou. Co. Hist. Soc. files per 

VEM] 

CHILDREN: 

1. WILLIAM HARRISON SKINNER ('Harry')  
Civil War [KDS note -  I have seen no evidence he served in the Civil War.]  

b. Aug 16, 1846 Harrison Twp, Glou. Co., NJ 

d. Apr 5, 1935 age 88, at home of dau. Elizabeth Ungerbuehler, Wilmington, DE, buried 

Manahath Cem., (pub. Wood. Const. 4/10/1935)  

m. Dec 21, 1871 Gloucester City, NJ, by Rev. Henry Reeves (pub. Wood. Const. 

1/17/1872) 

w. MARY ELIZABETH SPARKS ("Lizzie") 
b. Jul 29, 1851 

d. Oct 19,1926 at home, Main St., Glassboro, NJ 

Buried 10/25/1926, Manahath Cem. (pub. Wood Const. 10/27/1926) 
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2. MARY SWOPE SKINNER 
b. Apr 24, 1848 Harrison Twp, Glou. Co., NJ 

d. Sep 14, 1868 age 20, at Morrestown, NJ 

She and infant son buried in one coffin, 9/16/1868 (Vol. IV, Sec. III, Old Gloucester 

County, by Archut., p260)  

Buried Glassboro Methodist Cem.  

m. July 13, 1867 Glassboro Methodist Church. 

h. ISAAC KING 
b. Apr 21, 1848 (no proof to date this birth is the same Isaac King who married 

Mary S. Skinner, but quite probable - VEM)  

d. 1872 (Will of Isaac King, Burlington Co., 11875 C Inv. 1872. Had a son - 

Charles King) 

Record of Mary S. King on back of tombstone of Richard Skinner, Jr., Methodist Cem., 

Glassboro, NJ, though dates are not all correct - VEM. 

3. ANNA FRANCES SKINNER ("Fannie") 

 [KDS note - descendant George Stevens also called her "Aunt Fannie"] 

b. Dec 18, 1849 Glassboro, NJ 

d. Feb 11, 1937 buried Manahath Cem.  

m. Aug 7, 1869 (Sep 7 per 1/17/1975 VEM; Aug 7 per un-dated VEM) by Rev. W.E. 

Perry (pub. Wood. Const. Sep 10, 1869)  

Per records of the Glassboro Methodist Episcopal Church – Richard Henry of Millville, 

age 23, and Fanny Skinner of Glassboro, age 20, married at his father’s residence.  [KDS] 

h. ARTHUR RICHARD HENRY 
Son of William Henry and 2nd w. Rebecca Sharp of Millville, NJ (her 2nd h. ___ 

Jones), reference "300 Years with Corson Families in America", by Orville 

Corson, Middleton, Ohio, 1939, Vol. II, p. 176.  

Descendants living in Pitman, NJ 

[HES note - railroad baggage-master]  

b. Aug 20, 1846 Millville, NJ 

d. Feb 25, 1899 buried Manahath Cem, Glassboro 

Bodies of Fanny and Arthur relocated from Manahath Cem. to Berlin Cem., 

Berlin, NJ 

Children: Melvin, Estelle (Lizzie), Forrest, Vernon, Elizabeth, Curtis, Ethyl 
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4. ELLA CORSON SKINNER 
b. Apr 13, 1851 probably Harrison Twp, Glou. Co., NJ 

d. Jan 12, 1919 Saturday, Camden, NJ (pub Wood. Const. 1/22/1919), buried Harleigh 

Cem., Camden Co., NJ 

m. Dec 25, 1882 Glassboro, NJ by Rev. S.S. Weatherby at residence of bride's father 

(pub. Wood. Const. 1/3/1883) 

Per records of the Glassboro Methodist Episcopal Church, Millard Lloyd of Clarksboro 

married Ella Skinner of Glassboro.  [KDS] 

h. MILLARD F___ LLOYD, of Clarksboro, NJ  

b.  

d. 

Ella Skinner is mentioned in the will of Mary Skinner, her grandmother [wife of Richard 

Skinner Sr.] 

5. MIZEAL CORSON SKINNER ("Mila") 
b. Jan 6, 1855 Glassboro, NJ (probably Harrison Twp. Per VEM 1/17/1975)  

d. Mar 6, 1856 age 14 months, Glassboro, NJ, buried Glassboro Methodist Cem. (pub. 

4/1/1856, also ref. Mizeal Corson, Wills, Index p282, Vol. I, Cumberland Co. 5553 F Inv. 

1896)  

Record of Mila C. Skinner on back of tombstone of Richard Skinner, Jr., Methodist 

Cem., Glassboro, NJ, though dates are not all correct - VEM 

6. IDA MAY SKINNER 
"Della", "Ida Missouri" and “Della Missouri”  [KDS] 

b. Jul 3, 1856 Glassboro, NJ 

d. 1934, buried Manahath Cemetery 

m. Apr 1, 1876 at residence of bride's parents by [her father] Rev Richard Skinner, 

Glassboro, NJ (pub. Wood. Const., and Glou. Co. Marriages, by H. Stanley Craig, 1930, 

p126) 

Per records of the Glassboro Methodist Episcopal Church – Charles Locke, farmer, 

married Della Missouri Skinner, both of Glassboro, at his father’s residence.  Attending 

minister was Rev. Richard Skinner (Jr.)  [KDS] 

h. CHARLES HENRY LOCKE, farmer, son of James Locke and 1st w. Rebecca 

Stanger  

b. Feb 22, 1851 

d. Sep 7, 1922 buried Manahath Cem., Glassboro, NJ 

Sons - Otto and Raymond Locke 

James Locke was the son of Ananias Locke and Elizabeth Adams, both buried Old 

Swedes Cemetery, Swedesboro, NJ. James Locke had three wives: 1. Rebecca Stanger, 2. 

Matilda Focer, 3. Rebecca Swope. One of the Rebecca's was b. Sep 10, 1813, d. Nov 6, 

1873, buried Glassboro Methodist Cem. 
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7. FLORINDA MAY SKINNER ("Rennie") 
b. Aug 29, 1862 ("300 Years with the Corson Families in America", by Orville Corson, 

1939, Vol. II. p176; available Glou. Co. Historical Society) 

Per records of the Glassboro Methodist Episcopal Church, baptized January, 1863, born 

Aug 29, 1861.  [KDS]  

d. Oct 2, 1938 at home, Glassboro, NJ, buried Manahath Cem. (pub. Wood. Const. 

10/5/1938)  

m. June 2, 1882 (pub. "First Congressional District," p.347)  

h. LOUIS NAPOLEAN SHREVE, son of Mahlon Shreve and Harriet Chew  

b. July 27, 1861 Barnsboro, Mantua Twp., Glou. Co., NJ 

d. 19__ at home, S. Main St., Glassboro, NJ, buried Manahath Cem.  

Louis Shreve was a Glassboro mortician, later joined by his son. 

Children: Blande, Bessie and Beatrice 
[HES note - Blande died at Ocean City, NJ] 

Lorendo Skinner is mentioned in the will of Mary Skinner, her grandmother. Florinda 

May and Louis Shreve have no tombstones in Manahath Cemetery. Mahlon Shreve and 

Harriet Chew are buried in Mt. Zion Cemetery, Barnsboro, NJ. 

 

 

------------------------------ 

KDS note - all of the above taken from files of VEM dated 2/18/1980, except as noted 

otherwise within brackets [ ]. 
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[blank]



RSjr 6 

Background 

Richard Skinner Jr. (1823-1908) lived into the twentieth century but had roots far back in 

time – his grandfather John Skinner had served as a Loyalist in the West Jersey 

Volunteers during the Revolutionary War.   

Grandfather John Skinner of the Revolutionary War era lived and raised his family on 

200+ acres of land at Pitman Grove, NJ, near Alcyon Lake.  He also owned an additional 

100 acres of land a short distance away at Richwood, NJ.  In 1821, John Skinner died and 

his lands were auctioned off to pay debts that he owed.  His lands ended up staying in the 

family as son Richard Skinner Sr. placed the winning bid on his properties. 

Son Richard Skinner Sr. lived on the Richwood portion of his father’s lands and also ran 

a tavern there as well.  The tavern gave the community the name ‘Helltown’.  In a 

dramatic religious conversion in 1827, Richard swore off alcohol, sold his tavern and 

became a devout Christian. During the 1800’s, Richard went on to become a Methodist 

minister and church Elder, serving rural churches in Gloucester County where there was 

not a permanent minister. In his older years, Richard lived at the town of Glassboro, NJ, 

and was a member of the Glassboro Methodist Church.  Richard was involved in 

numerous land transactions during his life and sold off much of his father’s former lands, 

providing each of his children with land for small farms, except for one daughter who 

received a paid education at the Pennington Seminary. 
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Richard Skinner Jr. 

Grandson Richard Skinner Jr. was born in 1823 at Richwood.  He was an active 

Methodist like his father.  He joined the Glassboro Methodist Church at age 14, circa 

1837.  After completing public school, Richard attended the Methodist Episcopal 

seminary at Pennington, NJ where the guiding principles were - "the education of the 

physical, the training of the mental, and the grounding of the soul in character” 

[http://www.pennington.org].  The Pennington school still operates today.  Richard Jr. 

graduated from the seminary at age 17. 

Following the seminary, Richard tried his hand at bookkeeping in Philadelphia, but came 

home to Richwood to be a school teacher.  He was the first teacher of the Clems Run 

School at Richwood and also taught at Aura, Clayton, Knights Run, Monroeville, 

Richwood, Williamstown and Zion.  As a teacher, he was a stern disciplinarian, 

especially with the boys who came off of the farms during the winter sessions.  Following 

the outlawing of corporal punishment, Richard remarked – “I cannot teach without the 

hickory [rod].”  His students included his younger brother Franklin Skinner. 

Richard was active in the Glassboro Methodist Church.  For a time, he was a church class 

leader at Richwood and led the choir at Glassboro.  His children and grandchildren sang 

for decades at the Glassboro Methodist Church.  Following military service during the 

Civil War, Richard returned to teaching.  He also did surveying for a time and taught 

singing lessons at night in neighboring towns. 

Richard Skinner Jr. was an impressive person and photos show him to be very striking – 

tall and handsome. 
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Richard Skinner Jr., circa 1907 

(1823-1908). 

 

Elizabeth Ann (Corson) Skinner 

(1828 – 1896) 

[J. P. Silver photographer, Phila.] 

 

 

 

Probably writing of Elizabeth Ungerbuehler 

Photos from estate of Elizabeth Ungerbuehler 
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Richard Skinner Jr. (1823-1908) 

 

  
 

Three copies of this photo are in existence. The copy at left is from the estate of Ursula Thoman.  The rear 

of the photo is in poor condition, but is labeled ‘Richard Skinner’ and includes birth and death dates that 

correspond to those of Richard Jr.  A second copy, from the estate of Elizabeth Ungerbuehler (Ursula’s 

sister), at right, is incorrectly labeled ‘Richard Corson’, Corson being the maiden name of Richard Jr.’s 

wife.  There is no Richard Corson in the family.  This photo appears to have been labeled by Elizabeth 

Ungerbuehler at the same time as she labeled the photo of Elizabeth Corson Skinner on the previous page, 

and she carried the Corson middle name over to this photo.  A third copy of this photo is in the hands of 

the descendants of a sibling of Richard Skinner Jr. (per cousin Laurel Steffes) and is unlabeled. 
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Marriage, 1845 

Richard married Elizabeth Ann Corson, the daughter of Mizeal and Mary Corson, in 

1845.  Elizabeth was born in 1828 and had two younger siblings – Charles and William.   

Their father, Mizeal Corson, was a glassblower at Glassboro.   Mizeal’s wife was Mary 

Stanger, whose family owned the large Stanger Glass Works (later Whitney Glass 

Works) in town.  Mizeal later remarried and had additional children with a second wife. 

The Corsons, like the Skinners, were early members of the Glassboro Methodist Church.  

The church records of the 1860’s show that the members included Mizeal and Mary 

Corson as well as their three children – Elizabeth with husband Richard Skinner, Charles 

Corson with wife Roda and William Corson with wife Parnella (Sickler of Sicklerville). 

Farmer 

Richard Skinner lived on the land given to him by his father on Barnsboro Road (Rt. 

609), just a short walk south of the intersection with Rt. 322 at Richwood .  While his 

primary occupation was that of a school teacher, he and his family also farmed the land.   

1850 Census 

The census shows Richard as a farmer residing at Harrison Township (Richwood), 

Gloucester Co.   

1860 Census 

Richard, age 37, was a farmer residing at Harrison Township.  Wife Elizabeth was age 

32.  Eldest child William ‘Harry’ Skinner, my ancestor, was age 13.  This would be the 

last census in which Harry would be living at home with his parents. 
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Richwood and vicinity 
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Mount Pleasant (Richwood), 1861 
[1861 Map courtesy of cousin Bill Skinner] 

 

Richard Jr. lived on Barnsboro Rd. (Rt. 609) just south of Rt. 322;  

Richard Sr. had a residence on Richwood-Aura Road (Rt. 667), but had additional landholdings. 
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Mount Pleasant (Richwood), 1876 
[1876 Map courtesy of cousin Bill Skinner] 

 

Shows Richard’s land, 40 acres, in same location as in 1861. 
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Civil War 

Richard Jr. enlisted in the 115
th

 Pennsylvania Regiment of the army in March of 1864 

and served until the end of the war.  His younger brother Franklin enlisted as well.  

Franklin saw battle in the famous engagement at Gettysburg.   

Though the two brothers were part of differing units, they came together in the battle of 

Sayler’s Creek, Virginia, in the final hours of the Civil War.  Richard was age 41 at the 

time while brother Franklin was age 22.  Franklin wrote a poem in 1907 recalling their 

war service. 

Sayler’s Creek was a part of a series of battles in the final days of the Civil War in which 

the Army of Northern Virginia, under Robert Lee, was repeatedly hounded by Union 

forces (Army of the Potomac) while attempting to retreat south to North Carolina.  At 

Sayler’s Creek (misnamed Sailor’s Creek today), the Union Army cut-off one-fourth of 

Lee’s forces.  

The battle at Saylor Creek occurred on April 6, 1865 and involved about 27,000 men.  

The battle resulted in 8800 casualties, most of them Confederate.  A large number of 

Confederate prisoners were taken as well, including numerous senior commanders.  

Upon seeing the survivors streaming along the road, Lee exclaimed “My God, has the 

army dissolved?” [http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Sayler27s_Creek] 

Sayler’s Creek was the death knell of the Confederate Army.  The next day, Lee was 

talking surrender with Grant, though Lee still hoped he had a chance if he could get his 

troops to supply trains waiting about 25 miles away at Appomattox Station.  

Unfortunately for Lee, General George Custer of the Union Calvary got to the trains first, 

setting up the final skirmish of the Civil War on April 8.   

On April 9, Lee and Grant met at Appomattox Court House to end the war.  Richard 

Skinner Jr. and Franklin were likely within a 20 mile radius of that historic event. 
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[Estate of Marion Smith, courtesy of Vicki Snyder] 
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Letter home to daughter Mary during the war 
[Estate of Rennie Shreve thru daughter Beatrice Shreve courtesy of Linda Adams] 



RSjr 17 

Post War 

After the war, Richard sold his farm at Richwood and moved to neighboring Clayton, and 

later Glassboro.   

1870 Census 

Richard, age 46, was a schoolteacher living at Clayton Township, Gloucester Co.  

Charles Corson, the younger brother of Richard’s wife, Elizabeth, was living with the 

Skinner family as a laborer. 

 
 

 
 

Pension Request, 1883 
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1890 Veterans Schedule [ancestry.com] 

Richard Skinner served 1 year, 4 months.  In 1890, he was a resident of  

Glassboro, Gloucester Co., NJ and suffered from a wartime disability of rheumatism. 
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1880 Census 

The census shows that Richard and wife Elizabeth were now living in Glassboro, NJ.  

Builder Robert Sparks lived a few houses away.  Skinner’s eldest child Harry had 

married Elizabeth Sparks, daughter of Robert, in 1871.  Per the census, Richard Skinner 

was now involved in the ’hoop pole trade’, the first of three generations of Skinners to 

fabricate straps for barrel hoops. 

 

Death of Elizabeth Ann (Corson) Skinner 

 

 

[Estate of Rennie Shreve thru daughter Beatrice Shreve courtesy of Linda Adams] 
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1900 Census 

Richard, age 76, was a widower living at 433 Main St., Glassboro with the family of his 

daughter Rennie Shreve.  His occupation was ‘landlord’.  His wife Elizabeth (Corson) 

Skinner had died 1896.  Richard would die 1908. 

Birthday Parties, 1906 and 1907 

Richard’s last birthdays, his 83th and 84
th

 birthdays in 1906 and 1907, were marked by 

large family get-togethers.  The events were held at the home of his daughter Rennie 

Shreve on Main Street in Glassboro where Richard lived following the death of his wife.  

Articles concerning his birthdays appeared in local papers. 

The Poems of Franklin Skinner 

Franklin Skinner, younger brother to Richard Skinner by 19 years, wrote several poems 

to honor the occasion of Richard’s last several birthdays in 1906 and 1907 (Richard died 

in 1908).  According to newspaper accounts, Franklin read his poems at the birthday 

events.  The poems have survived.   

Franklin wrote that their grandmother, Patience (Hanisey) Skinner, had also been a 

poetess.  Patience and husband John Skinner are the Revolutionary War era progenitors 

of the South Jersey Skinner clan.  Richard’s daughter Rennie, neice of Franklin Skinner, 

who cared for him in his later years, also wrote poems. 

Grant and Lee 

Franklin wrote two poems for Richard’s 83
rd

 birthday in 1906.  One poem describes the 

service of Franklin and his brother Richard during the final days of the Civil War in 

Virginia.   

Franklin’s Civil War poem was provided courtesy of cousin Paul Locke.  Paul is a 

descendant of Richard’s daughter Ida Skinner and her husband Charles Locke.  Many 

thanks to Paul. 

Franklin also wrote a third poem for Richard’s 84
th

 birthday in 1907.   

The newspaper articles and poems associated with the final birthdays of Richard Skinner 

Jr. in 1906 and 1907 appear on the following pages. 
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Mullica Hill Page newspaper, 5 Oct 1906 

[From the estate of Marion Smith courtesy of Vicki Snyder] 
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Birthday Party Paper Copy 
[From the estate of Elizabeth Ungerbuehler] 
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Courtesy of Paul Locke: 
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“Reminiscences Of War” 

As published in a newspaper 
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[From the estate of Marion Smith, courtesy of Vicki Snyder] 
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Birthday Party Paper Hand-Out 

[From the estate of Elizabeth Ungerbuehler] 
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Richard’s 84
th

 Birthday Party, 1907 

Cousin Marion Smith (b. 1902) recalled in 1995 that she had attended, as a young child, a 

large birthday party that was held for Richard Skinner in the backyard of his daughter, 

Rennie Shreve.  She recalled that a photo of the event had appeared in a local paper 

(Woodbury Constitution or Glassboro Enterprise?).  Marion indicated she appears on the 

right side of Richard in the photograph and that her childhood friend and cousin, Irma 

Walton (like Marion, a great-granddaughter of Richard), appears on the left side.  Marion 

thought she had a copy of the photograph but could not locate it.  Marion died in 2004 at 

age 101. 

Marion’s recollections turned out to be that of Richard’s 84
 th

 birthday in 1907, six 

months before his death. 

Drew White and Vicki Snyder 

In 2009, an unknown cousin by the name of Drew White surprised me by sending me a 

copy of the photograph mentioned to me by Marion in 1995.  This photograph is a 

wonderful historic document and contains the image of Richard Skinner Jr. 

Drew White resides in the Philadelphia area.  He descends from Richard Skinner Jr. thru 

Richard’s daughter Anna Frances Henry and, in turn, her daughter Ethel Henry, her 

granddaughter Katherine Burgin and her great/granddaughter Lin Steiger.  Drew is a 

great/grandson of Ethel and the same generation as me. 

The back of Drew’s photo includes the names of most of the persons in the image as 

recorded by Drew’s grandmother, Katherine Burgin, adding incredible value to the 

image.  Many thanks to Drew.   

In 2011, I obtained a second copy of the image from the estate of Marion Smith, courtesy 

of Vicki Snyder.  Vicki is the widow of Marion’s grandson, Fred Snyder, and was kind 

enough to share many of the items she had inherited from grandmother Marion.  Marion 

was the person who originally had mentioned the existence of the photo to me. 

My guess, based upon the age of children in the photograph, is that the photo is that of 

Richard Skinner’s 84
th

 and final birthday in 1907. 
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The Birthday Image 

The following birthday photo shows Richard Skinner surrounded by his four surviving 

daughters and their respective families.  Richard’s wife, Elizabeth Ann Corson, died in 

the 1896 before this photo was taken.  Richard looks healthy in the image though the 

picture is deceiving – he died six months later in early 1908 at age 84.  The poem written 

by his younger brother Franklin for the occasion makes mention of his health -  

            “Because your steps are getting slow, And you are ready now to go”. 

Per newspaper accounts = Richard ‘enjoys remarkably good health, hasn’t taken any 

medicine for years and never has a physician’.  

There are only a few men in the photo.  Louis Shreve, the Glassboro mortician who 

hosted the party, is the only husband of Richard’s four daughters who appears in the 

photo.  Richard was living with the Shreve family at the time, his wife having died in the 

late 1800’s.  Most of the other men pictured are unknown persons from the Methodist 

Church of Glassboro.  

Richard’s only son, Harry Skinner, does not appear in the photo.  Harry’s wife appears in 

the top row, far left.  One of Harry’s daughters is shown - Ursula Thoman as well as 

Ursula’s young child – Marion Thoman (Marion Smith).  Marion is the person who 

originally told me about the existence of this photo. 

Franklin Skinner, a younger brother of Richard, read a poem that he had written to 

commemorate the event.  Franklin [1842-1923] likely appears in the image and may be  

the person standing directly behind Richard, or at the far right, wearing the Civil War? 

medals.   

Richard had a beard and was apparently the last generation of Skinners who did not shave 

regularly. 
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Franklin Skinner, younger brother of Richard Skinner, is likely in this image 



RSjr 32 

 

 
 

Images courtesy of Drew White 
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Two Additional Photo Keys, both from the estate of Ursula Thoman 

[From estate of Ursula’s daughter Marion Smith, courtesy of Vicki Snyder] 
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Photo Key: 

 

 

 
Rear Row: 

1. Mary Elizabeth (Sparks) Skinner – wife of 

Richard’s son Harry Skinner. 

2. Daisy (Lloyd) Winner 

3. Bessie (Shreve) Doughty 

4. Catherine Colebaugh Henry 

5. William Curtis Henry, husband to (4) 

6. Forrest Richard Henry 

7. Eva Stanger 

 

Nest Row: 

A.  Florinda (Skinner) Shreve, “Rennie” 

B.  Blande Shreve, son of Rennie & Louis 

C.  Louis Napolean Shreve 

D.  Flora Long Shreve, Blande’s wife 

E.  Dr. Iszard’s wife 

F.  John Stratton, of Mullica Hill 

G.  Likely Frank Homan 

 

Next Row: 

1. Ella (Skinner) Lloyd 

2. unknown 

3. May Chew Henry, wife of Forrest 

 

4. Leona Lloyd Disharoon 

5. unknown 

6. Anna Frances (Skinner) Henry – Aunt 

Fannie 

7. Ursula (Skinner) Thoman 

8. Ida Skinner Locke, almost a twin of her 

sister Rennie Shreve.  

 

Next Row 

A.  Alton Winner, Daisy’s boy? 

B.  Beatrice Shreve 

C.  RICHARD SKINNER JR. 

D.  Marion Thoman, daughter of Ursula 

E.  Child of Otto Locke;  Could also be 

Miriam Stanger. 

F.  Raymond Locke, son of Otto, raised by 

grandmother Ida. 

 

Front Row 

1. Ralph Thoman? 

2. Thelma Shreve, dau. of Blande & Flora 

3.  Everett Henry,  

 

 

The names of Richard’s four daughters are highlighted.  Son Harry Skinner is not in image. 
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Final Years 

In his elder years, Richard was cared for by a daughter, Rennie Shreve, at the Shreve 

residence on Main St. in Glassboro.  Mr. Louis Shreve was an undertaker and ran a 

funeral operation out of the home.  

Richard was well known to his grandson, Warren Skinner (my great-grandfather).  

Warren was about 30 years of age when Richard died in 1908. 

Richard Skinner and wife are buried at the old Methodist Cemetery, Glassboro.  Their 

tombstones disappeared sometime between the 1980 and 1990 tombstone surveys.  The 

cemetery is located where Delsea Drive meets Rt. 322.   

The cemetery was the location of the first Methodist Church of Glassboro that had 

existed at the site from 1833 to 1855, known as the Salem Meeting House.  The church 

then relocated to New and Academy Streets in downtown Glassboro, where it remains to 

this day as the First United Church of Glassboro.  The Church maintains control of the 

old cemetery on Delsea Drive. 

Children 

Richard and Elizabeth Skinner had one male son – Harry Skinner, my ancestor.  This 

pattern of having one male son per generation has continued for another four generations, 

leaving me the last person with the Skinner name to descend from Richard Skinner Jr.  

The Skinners also had four girls – Anna Frances (‘Fannie’), Ella, Ida and Florinda May 

(‘Rennie’).  A fifth daughter, Mary, died at age 20 during childbirth. 

 

 
 

[Estate of Rennie Shreve thru daughter Beatrice Shreve courtesy of Linda Adams] 
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“I can not teach without the hickory” 
 [From the estate of Marion Smith, courtesy of Vicki Snyder] 
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Photographs 

The following pages contain photographs of the children of Richard and Elizabeth 

Skinner.  The photographs show Harry Skinner, their eldest child and only son, as well as 

their four daughters - Fanny Henry, Ida Locke, Ella Lloyd and Rennie Shreve. 

 
 

 

Eldest son ‘Harry’ Skinner 

(1846-1935) 
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 Fannie (Skinner) Henry 

(1849-1937) 

 

Ella (Skinner) Lloyd 

(1851-1919) 

 

 

 

Rennie (Skinner) Shreve 

(1862-1938) 

 

Ida (Skinner) Locke [almost a twin to Rennie] 

(1856-1934) 
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Rennie Shreve with son Blande, 1907 

Rennie’s sister Ella Lloyd is below them. 

 

 

 

Sisters “Fannie” Henry, left, and Ida Locke, right,  

Ursula Thoman, daughter of their brother Harry Skinner, sits between them. 
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Ella Lloyd 

 

 

[From estate of Elizabeth Ungerbuehler, 

a daughter of Harry Skinner] 

 

Probable writing of Elizabeth Ungerbuehler 
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“Group Of People On Porch” courtesy of the Glassboro Historical Society 
[glassborohistoricalsociety.com] 

 

Unnamed Persons, but looks like Skinner siblings  [ S ] 

.- maybe Ella Lloyd and her sister Fannie Henry, 

both daughters of Richard Skinner Jr. 
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Family Bible 

In the 1970’s, my family visited Cousin Ben Ungerbuehler.  Ben retrieved several boxes 

of personal effects of his mother, Elizabeth Ungerbuehler, from his garage.  Elizabeth 

was a granddaughter of Richard Skinner Jr., and a sister of my great/grandfather Warren 

Skinner.  I offered to take an old photograph album, from which many of the photos 

presented here have come from, as well as an 1869 Bible labeled E. A. Skinner.  The 

bible would have belonged to Elizabeth Ann Skinner, the wife of Richard Skinner Jr.  

The Bible must have been passed to the Skinner’s eldest child, Harry Skinner.  Harry, in 

turn, lived the last days of his life with his daughter Elizabeth Ungerbuehler - thus the 

Bible passed to her and then to me. 

 

 

  
 

Bible belonging to Elizabeth Ann [Corson] Skinner 

 

"The Illustrated Polyglot FAMILY BIBLE ...  

Published by A. Gorton, Clayton, New Jersey 

Entered According to Act of Congress, in the year 1869, by William Flint In the Clerk's 

Office of the District Court of the United States, in and of the Eastern District of 

Pennsylvania." 
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Genealogy of Mrs. Skinner (nee Corson) 

Per "300 Years with the Corson Families in America", by Orville Corson, Middletown, 

Ohio, 1939, Vol. II, p175, from the files of VEM.  This publication details the genealogy 

of Elizabeth Corson, wife of Richard Skinner, Jr: 

Mizeal Corson, the oldest son of Joseph and Prudence (English) Corson, was born 

July 19, 1807, at Maurice River, NJ.  While still very young he moved with his 

parents to Glassboro, NJ where he later became a glassblower.  He married, first, 

Mary Stanger, of Glassboro, NJ.  Their marriage license was issued May 29, 1828 

(Gloucester Co. Records). 

Three children were born to this union:  

Elizabeth Corson, born July 3, 1828 
William S. Corson, born Mar 18, 1831  

Charles W. Corson, born Dec 11, 1841 

Mizeal Corson married, second, Nov 6, 1866, Deborah (Stewart) Wilkinson, born 

Oct 2, 1834, died Aug 27, 1903.  Five children were born to this union:  

Verona S. Corson, b. 1866, died Mar 10, 1921, unmarried 

George Hans Corson, b. Jan 1, 1868, died Mar 23, 1919  

Emerson Corson, died in infancy 

Mary Eva Corson, b. Jan 1873, d. July 21, 1928, married George Bowmen 

Herbert S. Corson, b. July 29, 1874, d. Oct 6, 1926 

Mizeal Corson died July 31, 1879, Mary (Stanger) Corson, his wife, died Sep 14, 

1865. 

--------------- 

Elsewhere, this Corson publication lists children of Elizabeth Corson (b. 1828) and 

husband Richard Skinner, but fails to mention their first child Harry Skinner. 
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Conversation with Marion Smith (1902 – 2004) on 14 May 1995: 

Marion Smith was a great-granddaughter of Richard Skinner Jr. - - 

          Marion Smith
4
 Ursula Thoman

3
, Harry Skinner

2
, Richard Jr.

1
 

Per Marion, Richard Skinner Jr. taught school at Richwood [Richwood Academy].  

Marion also mentioned he taught at a school located on a road going from Barnsboro to 

Richwood [Barnsboro Road], just ahead of the Mt. Zion Church and graveyard, where a 

grove of trees now stands (on the right side leaving Barnsboro).  This would be the Mt. 

Zion school.  Per his obituary, Richard taught at numerous schools including Richwood 

and Mt. Zion.  Per Marion, Richard lived across the street and ahead of the Mt. Zion 

school in a house situated by itself.  

Marion said that Richard, Jr. lived his final years with the family of his daughter Rennie 

Shreve on South Main St. in Glassboro, where he passed away.   

Marion met 'Aunt Ida' and 'Aunt Ella' once (daughters of Richard) - recalls one had a son 

with the name Hodum, which she thought odd. 
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Misc. files of cousin Virginia Minotty dated 2/18/1980: 

Richard Skinner, Jr. was the first teacher of the Richwood Academy in 1855.  The current 

academy building was built in 1870, so the classes may have been taught at the Clem's 

Run School on Elmer Rd., Richwood. 

 

 

History of the Academy Street School, Richwood  [glassborohistoricalsociety.com] 
 

The grammar school built on Academy Street was constructed three separate times.  The first section 

of the Academy Street School was dedicated on July 5, 1841, and the building was finished in 1843.  

The building was structured out of wood and was two stories high.  The second story of the building 

was not in use until fall 1849, when 204 children attended the school. This first section of the school 

built was created by local contractor William Pierce and it cost $180. 

The North wing of the Academy Street School was added in the fall of 1857.  The contractor of this 

portion of the school was Benjamin Pennypacker and it was constructed for $2,060.  The South wing 

was added in the summer of 1872 by contractor John Davis for $2,250. This Academy served as the 

school for the community until 1893.  The School did not have central heat, plumbing, or electricity 

and all of the water used in the school came from a well.  Two outhouses were used as lavatories, any 
heat in the building came from stoves, and all light was from oil lamps. 

The first principles to serve in this school were Robert Hoe, Steven Gilbert, George Gilliard, Thomas 

Stanger, and Nathan Skinner.  Almost all of Glassboro’s outstanding citizens received their education 

from this school, from the local postmasters to the local doctors. Most notably, Thomas M. Ferrell 

received his basic education at this school and went on to serve as a Congressman in the U.S. House 
of Representatives. 

By 1889, the school enrollment reached 350 children, so it became evident that a larger building was 

needed.  By 1893 the building was moved to the rear of the lot and a large stone school was built in 

the place of the original location.  The cornerstone of the new building was laid on July 4, 1893 and 

the contracts for the building cost $15,000. The architects were Moses and King and the contractors 

were E.P. Henry and Ira G. Carter. By 1900 the building had electricity, by 1910 the building had 

gas, and by 1915 the school received running water and drinking fountains and lavatories were 
installed. 

On February 21, 1917 a disastrous fire struck the Academy Street School and completely ruined 

everything. This required placement of all of the students at various locations throughout the 
community.  A new building was erected in 1920 and opened for classes again. 

Most recently, the building was renovated for nearly $4.5 million and Rowan University transformed 

it into Shpeen Hall, named after the former mayor of Glassboro. It is home to Creative Marketing 

Strategies and Rowan's Management and Education institutes. 

 

[KDS note – The Academy Street school at Richwood was one of the many schools that 

Richard Skinner Jr. taught at – reference his obituaries for details. 
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ARTIFACTS: 

Family Bible - labeled 'E. A. Skinner' [wife of Richard Skinner Jr.], from the estate of 

granddaughter Elizabeth Rice Skinner: 

"The Illustrated Polyglot FAMILY BIBLE ...  

Published by A. Gorton, Clayton, New Jersey 

Entered According to Act of Congress, in the year 1869, by William Flint In the Clerk's 

Office of the District Court of the United States, in and of the Eastern District of 

Pennsylvania." 

Poems - to Richard Skinner Jr. by brother Frank Skinner, in honor of Richard's 1906 and 

1907 birthdays (83rd & 84th birthdays). 

Civil War Pistol - belonged to Richard Skinner Jr.; also a letter he wrote home during 

the war. In possession of Linda J. Adams of Richmond, VA - great/great/granddaughter 

of Richard. 

 

 

 

Unknown Person 
 

From estate of Elizabeth Ungerbuehler 
[tin-type] 


