
1

JOHN SKINNER and PATIENCE HANISEY
Version 2026

TABLE OF CONTENTS:
PAGE

#

PROLOGUE 3

Section A – Who Was John Skinner?
Exhibit 1 –   Who Was John Skinner, OVERVIEW
Exhibit 2 –   Who Was John Skinner, DETAILS
Exhibit 3 -    John and Patience - BIRTH, MARRIAGE, CHILDREN & DEATH

4
9

14

Section B – Military Service of John T. Skinner
Exhibit 4 –   Military Service, OVERVIEW
Exhibit 5 –   Military Service, DETAILS
Exhibit 6 –   LOYALIST PENALTIES ENACTED BY NEW JERSEY
Exhibit 7  –  LOYALIST LAND COMPENSATION IN CANADA

17
19
27
32

Section C – Land Holdings of John T. Skinner
Exhibit 8 –   Landholdings, OVERVIEW
Exhibit 9 –   1789, 17 Acres Purchased from Isaac Terripin
Exhibit 10 – 1797, Purchase of 30 Acres;  Also Mentions 58 Acres 

Previously Purchased
Exhibit 11 – 1805, Sale of Land Inherited by Patience Skinner
Exhibit 12 – 1811, Inheritance of 'Old Smith’s Place’
Exhibit 13 – Undated, 100 Acres and 40 Acres at Richwood
Exhibit 14 – 1820, Creditor’s Notice
Exhibit 15  –1821, Sheriff’s Auction of John Skinner’s Lands
Exhibit 16 – 1821 Deed, Sheriff Wilkins to Richard Skinner
Exhibit 17 – 1822, Sale of Pitman Grove Lands by Richard Skinner

45
52

54
58
60
65
69
70
71
77



2

TABLE OF CONTENTS (cont.):

Section D – Who Were The Haniseys?
Exhibit 18 – Whe Were The Haniseys?, OVERVIEW
Exhibit 19 – Map Today’s Wenonah
Exhibit 20 – Map Wenonah 1770-1870
Exhibit 21 – 1750, Will of William Gibson
Exhibit 22 – 1783, Will of Mary Hanisey
Exhibit 23 – Hanisey Deed Records
Exhibit 24 – Hanisey Court Records
Exhibit 25 – Loyalist James Hanisey
Exhibit 26 - 1778, Sale of Loyalist Hanisey’s Personal Assets
Exhibit 27 – The ‘Stone House Farm’
Exhibit 28 – Misc. Hanisey Documents

82
92
93
95
97
99

116
119
123
124
129

Section E – Thomas Taber
Exhibit 29 – Thomas Taber Overview
Exhibit 30 – 1810, Will of Thomas Taber
Exhibit 31 – Thomas Taber Deeds
Exhibit 32 – Taber Family Tree
Exhibit 33 – Taber Misc. Documents

132
135
140
153
159

Section F – John and Susan Cathcart
Exhibit 34 – John Cathcart Documents

k

160

Section G  – Skinner Documents
Exhibit 35 – Tax Ratables, Early Skinners
Exhibit 36 – 1805, Court Case:  John Cathcart vs. John Skinner the Elder
Exhibit 37 – 1810, Court Case:  Johnson Beckett vs. John Skinner

Exhibit 38 – 1824, Inventory of Estate of John Skinner
Exhibit 39 – Misc. Skinner Documents
Exhibit 40 – Summaries of Skinner Court Proceedings

165
169
193
196
198
199



3

PROLOGUE

This work represents the research of cousins Bill Skinner and Laurel Steffes.  I provided input 
as well and organized our thoughts on this web site.  The writing is mine, except where 
attributed to others.

William Harvey ‘Bill’ Skinner - Russell Harvey Skinner, Jr.6, Russell Harvey Skinner5, 
William Rusling Skinner4, Sedgwick Rusling Skinner3, William Skinner2, John Skinner1

Laurel Damon Steffes – Beatrice Joanne Edwards7, Marion Hazel Leddon6, Beatrice Viola 
Skinner5, Charles Fletcher Skinner4, Nathan Thompson Skinner3, Rev. Richard Skinner2, 
John Skinner1

Kevin David Skinner – David Earl Skinner7, Harry Earl Skinner6, Geroge Warren Skinner5, 
William Harrison Skinner4, Richard Skinner Jr.3, Richard Skinner Sr.2, John Skinner1

Abbreviations:
GCHS – Gloucester County Historical Society

You may contact me at kdskinner100@gmail.com
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Exhibit 1 - Who Was John T. Skinner, OVERVIEW

John T. Skinner (1760-1824) and wife Patience Hanisey (1764-1840)

John Skinner was part of a cluster of Skinners that appeared in Gloucester County in the 
second half of the 1700’s.  These Skinners lived in (3) neighboring townships of Gloucester 
County – Deptford, Gloucester and Greenwich.

1) John Skinner the Elder – Gloucester Twp tax rolls, 1773-1792, married.  Deptford Twp. 
tax rolls, 1779, married.  Died 1808, intestate.

2) John Skinner the Younger – Corresponds to John T. Skinner (1760-1824), husband of 
Patience Hanisey.  Greenwich Twp. tax rolls, 1784, single man, no land.  Greenwich 
Twp. tax rolls, 1786-1802, married, 160 acres of improved land.  No tax rolls survive
past 1802.  

3) Joseph Skinner – Deptford Twp. tax rolls, 1795.
4) Richard Skinner – Gloucester Twp. tax rolls, 1780, single.  Gloucester Twp. tax rolls, 

1782-1795, married.  Deptford Twp. tax rolls, 1781, 1782 & 1792, married,.  Member 
of Capt. Robert Maddox’s Company in Gloucester Twp. in 1780.  Member of the Upper 

Gloucester Township militia in 1793-1794.  He is likely the same Richard who died in 
1796, death filed at Woodbury, the county seat.

5) Susannah Skinner - Married John Cathcart in 1779 in Gloucester County.  Presumed to 
be sister to John T. Skinner.  Lived Gloucester Twp., later Waterford Twp.

6) William Skinner – Accused of theft, 1770, Greenwich Twp.
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Exhibit 1 - Who Was John T. Skinner, OVERVIEW  (cont.)

John Skinner the Elder

John Skinner the Elder appears in the records several decades before John T. Skinner and 
would be a generation older.

John Skinner the Elder was the father of John T. Skinner:

A person named John Skinner was involved in an 1805 court case against John Cathcart, 
husband of Susan (Skinner) Cathcart.  The court awarded John Skinner $58 and change.   
Upon the death of John Skinner the Elder in 1808, his estate was said to be owed the 
unpaid $58 from Cathcart establishing the identity of the John Skinner involved in the court
case.  During the court trial, John Skinner called upon his “son John Skinner”, also referred 
to “John Jr.”, as a witness.  The son named John Skinner could only be John T. Skinner thus 
connecting the two John Skinners of Gloucester County as being father and son.

Susannah Skinner

Susannah was referred to as Susan.  She was of the same generation as John T. Skinner.

John Skinner the Elder worked for Susan’s husband John Cathcart for years culminating in a 
court case in 1805 [ref. Skinner/Cathcart Court Case].  Given the Skinner/Cathcart working 
relationship and the relative age of Susan, she is presumed to be a daughter of John Skinner 
the Elder and a sister to John T. Skinner.

John T. Skinner and Patience named a daughter Susannah C. Skinner.  And John’s son William 
Skinner (of Mantua) also named a daughter Susannah C. Skinner.  Given the prominence of 
the name ‘Susannah’ in the family, it suggests the possibility that the unknown mother of 
both Susan and John T. Skinner was named Susannah.
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Exhibit 1 - Who Was John T. Skinner, OVERVIEW  (cont.)

Thomas Taber

Thomas Taber was influential in the Skinner family.  John T. Skinner was a nephew of Thomas 
Taber.  During his lifetime, Taber provided a 200 acre farm and home for John and Patience to
live on.  This was the primary homestead farm where John and Patience raised their children. 
Taber later gifted the property to them at his death. 

John Skinner the Elder first appears in the records in 1758 when he served as a chain bearer 
with Thomas Taber.  John Skinner the Elder and Thomas Taber were brothers-in-law, though 
the causation of that relationship is unknown.  It is interesting, however, that Taber’s only 
known marriage was to the widow Margaret Regan in 1764, when Taber turned age 35, so it 
is likely that he was previously married.

The middle name of John T. Skinner is not known, but he was likely named John Taber Skinner
in honor of Thomas Taber.  John T. Skinner and wife Patience named their second son Taber 
Skinner (born 1788).

Middle Initial

John T. Skinners appears in four records with his middle initial:
1)  Court Case, 1810 - Johnson Beckwith vs. John Skinner.

2)  Court Case, 1820 - Jacob Madeara vs. John Skinner and others, trespassing.

3) Court Proceeding, 1820 – Inventory to be taken to cover debts owed.

4) Sale of Land, 1822, by Richard Skinner, son of John T. Skinner & Patience, to Richard’s 

brother-in-law Nathan Thompson.

Family Tree

John Skinner the Elder is father to John T. Skinner, father of Susannah Skinner and brother-
in-law of Thomas Taber.  Joseph and Richard Skinner of Gloucester County were likely close 
relatives.  Not enough information is known of William Skinner, who was accused of theft in 
Greenwich Twp. in 1770, to determine any relationship to the family.  William could just as 
easily be part of an unrelated Skinner family of Philadelphia that included a William Skinner 
(wife Elizabeth) who died in Gloucester County in 1798.

The ancestry of the Skinners and Haniseys is unknown.



7

Exhibit 1 - Who Was John T. Skinner, OVERVIEW  (cont.)

Loyalist Military Service

John T. Skinner enlisted in the Loyalist West Jersey Volunteers in March, 1778 with his future 
father-in-law James Hanisey and many other residents of Gloucester County.  John served 
until the end of the war in 1783.  

The British government allotted land in New Brunswick, Canada to John and others in his 
battalion in 1784.  John’s allotment was 200 acres.  At this time, no evidence has been 
uncovered that shows that John made the difficult decision to leave New Jersey and procure a
Canadian deed for the 200 acres promised to him.

Marriage

Patience Hanisey married Jonathan Hendrickson at Philadelphia in 1784.  Jonathan apparently
died shortly thereafter as Patience ‘Henricson’ married John T. Skinner in 1785, one year 
later, at another church in Philadelphia.  This date agrees with the published notes of John’s 
grandson Franklin Skinnner.

Residence and Land Ownership

John T. Skinner grew up in Deptford Twp., the home of his father John Skinner the Elder.  
Patience grew up on her parent’s 115 acre farm located on the Mantua Creek in Deptford 
Twp where the town of Wenonah is today.

John T. Skinner’s first appearance in historical records show him living in Greenwich Twp. in 
1783 as a single man.  He does not own any land.

John’s next appearance in the records is in 1786 in Greenwich Twp. as a married man.  He 
now owns 160 acres of ‘improved’ land and a house.  He remained on the tax rolls of 
Greenwich Twp. with the same 160 acres of improved land from 1786 to the last published 
Greenwich Txp. tax roll in 1802.

John and Patience resided in Greenwich Twp. for all of their married lives.  For much of that 
time, they lived on a 200 acre farm given to them by Thomas Taber, uncle to John Skinner.  
The farm was located on the Chestnut Branch of the Mantua Creek where the branch exits 
the north side of Alcyon Lake in today’s Pitman Grove.
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Exhibit 1 - Who Was John T. Skinner, OVERVIEW  (cont.]

Like Father Like Son

John Skinner the Elder and John T. Skinner were involved in a number of law-breaking 
incidents during their lives and both were in debt at the end of their lives.

Most of the law-breaking incidents involved charges of trespassing.  Trespassing was a 
common offense that usually referred to the taking of timber from someone else’s property. 
John T. Skinner was once accused of disturbing the peace.

Both father and son were also involved in legal court proceedings involving money.

Money Woes

Late in life, John T. Skinner ran into severe problems because of money he owed to the 
Carpenter Glass Works in Glassboro for contracted work he was doing for them.  His 
problems reached the courts of Gloucester County by 1820..   In 1821, all of his lands, 
including his 200 acre homestead at Pitman Grove, were auctioned off at a Sheriff’s Sale to 
satisfy his debts.  

The winning bidder of the lands of John and Patience was their son Richard Skinner Senior, 
also referred to as Rev. Richard Skinner.  Richard turned this into a profitable deal when he 
turned around and sold a portion of his parent’s land, including his parent’s homestead, to his
brother-in-law Nathan Thompson in 1822.  Nathan Thompson should not be confused with 
Nathan Thompson Skinner, a son of Richard.

Richard’s transactions were the beginning of a lifetime of real estate deals in Gloucester 
County that brought wealth to several generations of Skinners.

Poor Scholar

Per court case of Johnson Beckett vs. John T. Skinner – “Mr. Skinner is a poor scholar can 
hardly write his name intelligible”.

Death

John T. Skinner died intestate in 1824.  After his death, Patience lived near her son Richard at 
today’s Richwood.  She appears in the 1830 national census and died in 1840.
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Exhibit 2 – Who was John T. Skinner, DETAILS
[Research of William H. ‘Bill’ Skinner and Laurel Damon Steffes, as written by Bill, 2001]

Who were the parents of John T. Skinner who married Patience Hanisey at Gloria Dei 
Church in Philadelphia, PA on October 27, 1785?

After 25 years of research and being of the opinion that we may never get any closer to a definite 
answer, we will try to present our research and our conclusions to this point.

Franklin Skinner, son of Richard Skinner and grandson of John T. and Patience Skinner, persisted for 
years in saying John was the son of Captain Richard Skinner who was killed at Woodbridge, NJ in
the Revolutionary War. Franklin said Richard’s widow Sarah (Britton) Skinner married Cornelius 
Baker after the war in 1783. The story goes that Cornelius Baker was given (or had been given) 
some land in Gloucester County “near Woodbury” and that he moved his family there in 1789. 
Supposedly, John Skinner, a Revolutionary War soldier and the son of Captain Richard and Sarah 
Skinner, moved to the “Woodbury area” where he worked a farm given to him by his stepfather. 
Of course, John had to precede the Bakers in moving from Middlesex County to Gloucester 
County in order to marry Gloucester County native Patience Hanisey in 1785.

This story has been accepted by many for years and has even been accepted (in the absence of proof) 
that descendants of John and Patience can claim direct lineage back to a soldier of the Revolution.

The connection of the John Skinner who married Patience Hanisey to Captain Richard and Sarah 
(Britton) Skinner has been pursued over the years by many people including our cousins Virginia 
(Skinner) Minotty and Kevin D. Skinner whose tireless efforts have uncovered many flaws in the 
writings of Franklin Skinner while not uncovering any proof that what he insisted was correct. For
instance:

1) There is no proof that Captain Richard and Sarah (Britton) Skinner had a son John; it’s 
possible that the young Revolutionary soldier John Skinner in Middlesex County was the son of
a Benjamin Skinner of Rahway who is known to have a son named John.

2) There is no proof that Cornelius and Sarah Baker ever owned land or lived in Gloucester 
County. Cornelius and Sarah Baker lived in Middlesex County when they wrote their wills and 
when they died. Neither will mentioned any land in southern New Jersey.

3) Sarah (Britton) Baker died after John T. Skinner, husband of Patience (Hanisey) Skinner, but 
her will makes no mention of anyone in the John and Patience Skinner family.
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Exhibit 2 – Who was John T. Skinner, DETAILS  (cont.)

The connection of John T. Skinner (husband of Patience Skinner) to the Woodbridge, NJ (Middlesex 
County) Skinners is nonexistent because it is simply not correct. Virginia (Skinner) Minotty and 
Kevin D. Skinner are to be praised for disproving the theory they sought to prove.

So why did Franklin Skinner, grandson of the John Skinner who married Patience Hanisey, persist in 
saying that John was a Revolutionary War soldier and the son of Captain Richard Skinner, who 
was killed at Woodbridge, NJ in the Revolutionary War? 

Probably because Franklin Skinner, a Civil War soldier who was very proud of his service and that of 
his brother as well, wanted his grandfather John Skinner to be something he wasn’t- a soldier of 
the Continental forces in the Revolutionary War.

In fact, it’s almost certain (recent research has revealed) that John Skinner, the future husband of 
Patience Hanisey, was a Loyalist soldier and, therefore, a Tory from 1778 until 1783 in the 
Revolutionary War.

John Skinner (the future husband of Patience Hanisey) is believed to be the John Skinner who enlisted 
with his future father-in-law James Hanisey into the company of men known as the West Jersey 
Volunteers on March 23, 1778. These men came from Gloucester, Salem, and Cumberland 
Counties and were largely recruited by wealthy landowners Daniel Cousins and Jonathan Chew of
Gloucester County. James Hanisey (father of Patience) left the Loyalist army shortly thereafter 
because his land was confiscated, but John continued to serve as part of the Third (and later the 
Second) Battalion of New Jersey Volunteers as a private through August, 1783.

John Skinner (the future husband of Patience Hanisey) is also believed to be the John Skinner (with a 
rank of private) who received a grant of land in King’s County, New Brunswick, Canada July 14, 
1784 for his service with the Loyalist army. It is assumed that John sold that land and used the 
money to acquire land in Greenwich Township, Gloucester County, NJ (in or near today’s 
Richwood) in the mid to late 1780’s.

Instead of John Skinner descending from the Middlesex County Skinners, we believe he probably had 
parents in Gloucester County- quite possibly that section of Old Gloucester County that is part of 
today’s Camden County.

We know that John was the nephew of Thomas Taber who quite generously let John raise his young 
family on the 200-acre “Old Smith’s Place” near Alcyon Lake in (Old) Greenwich Township. 
Thomas Taber helped John buy land that bordered this land, and Thomas willed the “Old Smith’s 
Place” to “my nephew” John and his wife Patience Skinner when he died in 1811. It’s quite 
possible that Thomas Taber could see that John was not going to inherit or had not received 
anything much from his father’s estate.

The name of Thomas Taber’s first wife has not been found. He may have married a Skinner. Or John 
Skinner’s father may have married Thomas Taber’s sister. Or John Skinner’s father and Thomas 
Taber may have married sisters. John Skinner’s middle initial was “T”. It might stand for Taber. 
John Skinner named his first son “Taber” Skinner in 1788.

Thomas Taber was the son of Benjamin and Elizabeth (Chew) Taber who were married in 1728. 
Benjamin Taber apparently died ten years later in 1738. Benjamin’s Will mentioned his children 
but didn’t name them. It’s quite possible that Benjamin and Elizabeth had at least one daughter in 
addition to his known sons, Thomas and Benjamin, Jr. As of this time, no marriage record has 
been found of a Mr. Skinner marrying a Miss Taber or vice versa.
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Exhibit 2 – Who was John T. Skinner, DETAILS  (cont.)

Benjamin Taber owned land in Gloucester Township, and Thomas Taber owned land in Gloucester 
Township and Greenwich Township which were both a part of (Old) Gloucester County. 

In addition to John Skinner being the nephew of Thomas Taber, having the middle initial “T”, and 
naming a son “Taber”, we find the next clue to his ancestry- John and Patience Skinner named 
their seventh child “Susannah C. Skinner”.

A “Susannah C. Skinner” married John Cathcart in Gloucester County on July 27, 1779, six years 
before John T. Skinner married Patience Hanisey. It looks as if this Susannah C. Skinner may have
been John T. Skinner’s sister.

A John Cathcart lived in Waterford Township, Gloucester County in 1793. He was between 18 and 45 
years of age in 1793 (so was John T. Skinner), so he was born between 1748 and 1775.

John and Susannah Cathcart lived in Waterford Township when they bought 81 acres of land in 
Gloucester Township in 1793, and they lived in Gloucester Township when they sold that land in 
1796/7.

Old Gloucester Township seems to have had three Skinners who could have been the father or brother 
of John T. Skinner- William, Richard, and John.

The only mention we can find of this “William Skinner” is from the Court of Pleas of Gloucester 
(County?) where a William Farrow has brought charges against a William Skinner on April 10, 
1770 for trespassing. (John T. Skinner would have been ten years old at that time.)

A “Richard Skinner” was alerted to meet in September, 1780 as a member of Captain Robert 
Maddox’s company in Gloucester Township, and a Richard Skinner was in the Upper Gloucester 
Township militia in 1793-1794. (He was in the same 18-45 year old bracket John T. Skinner was 
in.)

A “Richard Skinner” was on the Gloucester Township tax lists from 1780 until 1795. For a while it 
looks like he was being taxed as a single man (unmarried man). This Gloucester Township 
Richard Skinner died in 1796. A Sarah Skinner, wife of Richard Skinner, died in Greenwich 
Township approximately January 16, 1831. [KDS note – Sarah Skinner, died 1831, was actually 
the wife of William Skinner, a son of John T. Skinner.]

It is believed that the Richard Skinner of Gloucester Township may have been the brother, uncle, or 
cousin of John T. Skinner who was 33 years of age in 1793.

A “Joseph Skinner” who appears only on the tax rolls for Deptford Township for 1794 would also 
appear to be in this category of relatives with respect to John T. Skinner.

This brings us to an older John Skinner who we believe is most likely the father of John T. Skinner.
Referring back to John Cathcart who married Susannah C. Skinner in 1779 in Gloucester County and 

who lived in Gloucester Township in 1796/7…

John Cathcart of Gloucester Township wrote his will March 6, 1806, and his will was proven May 11, 
1807. In his will he left property to his wife Susan, his son Allen, and his daughter Susan who was
not yet 21 years of age when her father’s will was written. Thus, Susan was born after 1785 when 
John T. Skinner was starting his family; this also makes the “Susannah C. Skinner” who married 
John Cathcart look of age to be the sister of John T. Skinner.

The Prowell History Book of Camden County (page 675) tells how John Cathcart acquired a beautiful 
Deer Park property later known as the Warner Property in Gloucester Township in 1794. An 1856 
map of Gloucester Township shows the Elizabeth Warner property on the White Horse Pike just 
northwest of the Laurel Road intersection in today’s Stratford/Somerdale area.
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Exhibit 2 – Who was John T. Skinner, DETAILS  (cont.)

Let’s back up for a moment and look at the records of John Skinner of Gloucester Township (possibly 
the father of John T. Skinner) up to this time of approximately 1793-1796. First, the court cases, 
where it appears this John Skinner was always stepping over the line like John T. Skinner was 
known to do a few years later:

1) 22 Sept 1763- (3 years after John T. Skinner was born) Thomas Coles (who we know lived in 
Deptford Township from 1779-1789) sues John Skinner for trespassing.

2) 20 Dec 1764- Jacob Castleman of Gloucester County sues John Skinner for debts.
3) 4 Apr 1765- John Hedger (who lived in Gloucester Township at least 1773-1789) sues John 

Skinner for trespassing. (Note: a Joseph Hedger married Martha Taber in 1741.)
4) 11 Jun 1765- John Skinner’s case is still not settled with John Castleman.
5) 28 Nov 1768- John Skinner has owed money from this date to John Hinchman (who lived in 

Gloucester Township 1773 and 1774). 
6) 12 Sep 1770- The court date for Hinchman vs. John Skinner.
7) 19 Mar 1776- Thomas Taber sues John Skinner for debt. (His brother-in-law?)
8) 8 Oct 1778- Ward Pierce (who we know lived in Gloucester Township at least from 1773-1775)

sues John Skinner for trespassing.

Also, John Skinner of Gloucester Township appears on the tax records for the years 1773-1792 (his 
last year) where the value of his estate appears to be declining in the later years.

This brings us to the years 1793-1796 where John Skinner of Gloucester Township worked for John 
and Susannah (Skinner) Cathcart.

Is this a case of John Skinner working for his apparently well-to-do son-in-law? We think so.
From a transcription of New Jersey Supreme Court Case No. 8632 of John Skinner vs. John Cathcart 

(September term 1805) we find that John Skinner sued John Cathcart for monies owed him for 
(among other things) several months of labor from 15 Sep 1793 to 1 Jan 1796 at six dollars per 
month.

Witnesses for the plaintiff in this case were “John Skinner, Jr.”, John Phifer, and Joseph Garner. We 
believe this “John Skinner, Jr.” was John T. Skinner and that John T. Skinner was probably the 
son of this John Skinner of Gloucester Township. 

Apparently, John Skinner and John Cathcart and John Skinner, Jr. had passed some money back and 
forth (or failed to pass some money back and forth) including a balance with one John Collins 
which one received instead of the other, the proceeds from the sale of a pair of oxen bought from 
Jesse Somers, and interest owed John Skinner over a period of 8 and ½ years.

The surviving papers from the case are not complete or easy to read, but the court did rule in favor of 
John Skinner for the sum of $58.04. 

Note: The witness John Pfifer (Pfeifer) was 37 years old in 1805. He died in 1812 at 44 years of age, 
and he was buried in Berlin Cemetery in Waterford Township. We don’t know anything about the 
witness John Garner.

Alas, for all the money that John Cathcart took in from his many sales and then laid out on his 
purchases of land, John Skinner never did receive the money the court awarded him in 1805.

John Cathcart wrote his will in 1806, and he died in 1807, leaving property to his widow and his 
children.
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Exhibit 2 – Who was John T. Skinner, DETAILS  (cont.)

And how did John Skinner (whom we affectionately call “the Pauper John Skinner”, who we believe 
might well have been the father of John T. Skinner)… how did he make out?

We find the answer from two entries in the Gloucester County Historical Society Book No. 974.98 
GLO. (Book B) entitled Transcription of the Second Record Book of the Board of Chosen 
Freeholders of Gloucester County, New Jersey (May, 1798 to December, 1812):

1) May 11, 1808- William Branson, Overseer of the Poor for the Township of Gloucester, by 
William Zane Esq.’ requested the intervention of the Board concerning the case of John 
Skinner, a pauper dec’d who deposited in the hands of the said Branson a deed for one equal 
half part of a tract of cedar swamp and other effects together with a judgment obtained by said 
pauper against John Cathcart for fifty eight dollars in the court of William Zane Esq. The Board
upon taking the subject into consideration recommend to the said William Branson to proceed 
to sell all the personal estate of the said John Skinner and collect all such monies as may appear
due upon the said judgment or otherwise and pay the same into the trustees of the Poorhouse 
for the time being.

2) September 3, 1808- Richard Lewis is appointed to take out letters of administration on the 
estate real and personal of John Skinner a pauper lately dec’d and recover all such debts as was 
due to said pauper at the time of his decease.

It appears that John T. Skinner was the son of a John Skinner who died a pauper in Gloucester 
Township in 1807 or 1808. 



14

Exhibit 3 -John and Patience, BIRTH, MARRIAGE, CHILDREN & DEATH

John Skinner was born 15 January 1760 per his grandson Franklin Skinner.  There is no date of
birth for John in any other historical records.

Grandson Franklin Skinner provided information for four (4) articles on his Skinner genealogy 
which appeared in a newspaper called The Glassboro Enterprise in an ongoing column 
called “Our History Club, Compiled by John R. Downer”.  The  newspaper articles 
appeared in 11 Nov 1921, 18 Nov 1921, 25 Nov 1921 and 3 Dec 1921.  The birth date for 
John Skinner appears in the newspaper dated 18 Nov. This article, copied from the files of
cousin Virginia Minotty at the GCHS, is reproduced on the next page.  Franklin mistakenly 
connected some of his genealogy to a well-known Skinner family in North Jersey which I 
have crossed out in RED.

Other birth & death dates pertinent to John and Patience Hanisey, as well the identification of
their children, are also contained in Franklin’s newspaper article, but can be found in other 
historical records as well.

On a separate subject, Franklin wrote three lengthy poems that exist today – one concerned 
the Civil War experiences of he and his older brother Richard Skinner Jr.  Two other 
poems commemorated the final two birthdays of his same brother.  Franklin may have 
gotten his poetic skills from his grandmother Patience Skinner – in the article that is 
copied on the next page Franklin says his grandmother Patience Skinner “was a woman of
education and quite a poetess”.  You can review Franklin’s poems in the file pertaining to 
Richard Skinner Jr. elsewhere on this web site.

.
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Exhibit 3 -BIRTH, MARRIAGE, CHILDREN & DEATH  (cont.)

18 Nov 1921, Glassboro Enterprise Newspaper, by Franklin Skinner
 [unreadable date, lower left – John Skinner born ‘1791’]
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Exhibit 3 -BIRTH, MARRIAGE, CHILDREN & DEATH  (cont.)

1785, Marriage of John Skinner and Patience Hanisey

The records indicate that Patience was twice married.  Her first marriage was to Jonathan 
Hendrickson, who must have died shortly thereafter.  

The Hendrickson family, originally from Sweden, lived in Deptford Twp., Greenwich Twp. and 
in Swedesboro in Gloucester County during the 1700’s and 1800’s.

Record of Pennsylvania Marriages Prior to 1810,
Collections of the Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania,

[per files of Virginia Minotty, Gloucester County Historical Society]:

Christ Church, Philadelphia
1784, September 21.  Hendrickson, Jonathan, and Patience Hanisey – no minister 

mentioned.

Swedes Church, Philadelphia
[KDS note – also called Gloria Dei Church and Old Swede’s Church]
1785, October 27.  Skinner, John and Patience Henricson – no minister mentioned.

This same marriage date of 27 Oct 1785 was mentioned by grandson Franklin Skinner in his 
newspaper article in the Glassboro Enterprise dated 18 Nov 1921.



17

Exhibit 4 – Military Service of John T. Skinner, OVERVIEW

John Skinner, Loyalist Soldier

Franklin Skinner, grandson of John T. Skinner, had said that his grandfather had served during 
the Revolutionary War.  Though Franklin confused some of the pertinent details, John’s 
military service is backed up by historical fact.

A hundred or so men from Gloucester, Salem and Cumberland Counties, mostly Gloucester 
County, joined the loyalist West Jersey Volunteers in 1777/1778, encouraged by Greenwich 
Twp. resident and ardent loyalist Daniel Cozens.

John Skinner and his future father-in-law James Hanisey enlisted March of 1778.  They 
reported to Captain Jonathan Chew, a neighbor of James Hanisey.  Chew’s Company 
reported to Major John van Dyke who headed up the West Jersey Volunteers. 

In the Fall of 1778, the West Jersey Volunteers was disbanded and the men absorbed into the
New Jersey Volunteers.  [per The NJ Volunteers in the American Revolution – Facebook group]

All enlistees were expected to serve for the duration of the war.  James Hanisey appears to 
have deserted sometime in 1778 and resurfaced back home in Gloucester County in 1781.  
John Skinner served until the war in 1783   His service details are as follows:

1778, West Jersey Volunteers commanded by John Van Dyke
Capt. Jonathan Chew’s Company
The West Jersey Volunteers disbanded in the Fall of 1778;  The personnel were moved 
into the 3rd Battalion of the New Jersey Volunteers.

1778, New Jersey Volunteers, 3rd Battalion, commanded by Isaac Allen
Capt. Daniel Cozen’s Company
The 3rd Battalion was folded into the 2nd Battalion in 1781.

1781-1783, New Jersey Volunteers, 2nd Battalion, commanded by-Isaac Allen
Capt. Daniel Cozen’s Company

John Skinner started and ended the war as a private.
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Exhibit 4 – Military Service of John T. Skinner, OVERVIEW  (cont.)

During the years that John Skinner served in the 3rd and 2nd Battalions of the New Jersey 
Volunteers, there was another person named John Skinner who served in those battalions 
as well.  This other John Skinner had no known ties to South Jersey.  He began his service in 
the 6th Battalion of the New Jersey Volunteers, which consisted of persons from the 
Trenton/Princeton area.  

The two John Skinners served in the same 3rd and later 2nd Battalions, but can be 
differentiated by the fact that they did not serve in the same Company.  In addition, the 
unrelated John Skinner ended the war as a corporal, not as a private.  His service record is as 
follows:

1777, New Jersey Volunteers, 6th Battalion, commanded by Isaac Allen
Capt. Patrick Campbell’s Company
The 6th Battalion was folded into the 3rd Battalion in 1778..

1778, New Jersey Volunteers, 3rd Battalion, commanded by Isaac Allen,
Capt. Peter [not Patrick] Campbell’s Company
The 3rd Battalion was folded into the 2nd Battalion in 1781.

1781-1783, New Jersey Volunteers, 2nd Battalion, commander by Isaac Allen
Capt. Peter Campbell’s Company
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Exhibit 5 – Military Service of John T. Skinner, DETAILS
[Research of William H. ‘Bill’ Skinner and Laurel Damon Steffes, as written by Bill Skinner, 2001]

There were two (2) John Skinners who served as privates in the Loyalist army from 
Southern New Jersey:

JOHN SKINNER #1

This first John Skinner seems to have had no connection to Gloucester County. He enlisted 18 July 
1777 and can be found on the 8 Sep 1777 muster rolls for the 6th Battalion of the New Jersey 
Volunteers under Lt. Col. Isaac Allen of Trenton.

His muster record is as follows-
1) 19 Nov 1777 -  6th Battalion - sick on Staten Island
2) 8 Jan 1778 -     6th Battalion - sick in quarters - Staten Island
3)7 Mar 1778 -     6th Battalion - Staten Island
4) 7 May 1778 -   3rd Battalion - Staten Island

(The 6th Battalion was merged into the 3th Battalion between 7 Mar and 7 May 1778.  Isaac Allen
was the commander of (first) the 6th Battalion and (then) the 3rd Battalion of Ben. Cortlandt 
Skinners Brigade.)

5) 29 Nov 1779 - 3rd Battalion - Savannah, GA - Captain Peter Campbell's company - still under Lt. 
Col. Isaac Allen,, brother-in-law of Peter Campbell of Trenton.  John Skinner was one of 9 men 
'drafted to the infantry" who appear on the muster roll for both "Allen's Company" and 
"Campbell's Company" on this date.  The others were John Conrad, Godfrey Wart, John White, 
John Shepherd, James Dailey, William Devine, Joseph Modgetts and John Kephart - none of 
whom have known ties to Gloucester County.

6) 24 April 1781 - 3rd Battalion - Peter Campbell's Company
7) 24 June 1781 -  3rd Battalion - Peter Campbell's Company
8) 24 Dec 1781 -   3rd Battalion - Peter Campbell's Company
9) 24 June 1782 -  2nd Battalion - Peter Campbell's Company
NOTE:  Lt. Col. Isaac Allen's nine companies were called the 3rd Battalion in 1781, but these same 

nine companies were called the 2nd Battalion in 1782.  Also, the 4th Battalion in 1781 became the
3rd Battalion in 1782.

10) Jan, 1783 -      2nd Battalion - Campbell's Company
11) Mar, 1783 -     2nd Battalion - Campbell's Company - Long Island
12) Jun, 1783 -      2nd Battalion - Campbell's Company
13) 24 Aug 1783 - 2nd Battalion - Campbell's Company - Long Island
14) 24 Oct 1783 - 2nd Battalion - Campbell's Company - John Skinner was now a corporal.  This 2nd 

Battalion was still under the command of Lt. Col. Isaac Allen
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Exhibit 5 – Military Service, DETAILS  (cont.)

JOHN SKINNER #2

The second John Skinner who served as a private in the Loyalist Army seems to have had plenty of ties
to Gloucester County and is believed to be the man who married Patience Hennesay in 1785 and lived 
in Greenwich Twp, Gloucester County,

This soldier's story probably begins with Daniel Cozens, a planter and landowner in Gloucester County
who joined the British army early, after taking the oath of allegiance to the Americans under threats of 
imprisonment.  It was said that through his influence 100 of his neighbors and friends followed him in 
the autumn of 1777 to Philadelphia and put themselves under his command and at his expense.

On Jan 25, 1778, Daniel Cozens was commissioned as a captain of these "West Jersey Volunteers" and
in Mar 1778 he and his company took command of Billingsport Fort on the Delaware.  Soon 
afterwards Major John Vandyke (‘MJV’) was appointed to command this force with the title of West 
Jersey Volunteers.

The earliest known record of muster for this company was dated Jul 11, 1778 on Long Island for this 
company of West Jersey Volunteers - part of Lt. Col. John Vandyke's regiment under Captain 
Johnathan Chew who was appointed captain 23 Mar.  Virtually everyone in the company had been 
enlisted by Captain Jonathan Chew or Lt. John Bettle of Philadelphia on 23 Mar 1778 including James 
Hennesay (father of Patience Hennesay) and John Skinner.  Jonathan Chew was formerly a large 
landowner in Gloucester County who deeded 1300 acres to his sons 29 Jul 1776 before entering the 
Loyalist Army.  He was charged with and convicted of high treason in late 1778 and was exiled to 
Canada.

The next known muster rolls for these soldiers was in Savannah, GA 29 Nov 1779 after the West 
Jersey Volunteers had been absorbed into the 3rd Battalion of New Jersey Volunteers.  There, among 
the members of Daniel Cozens Company (he had been made a captain of the 3rd Battalion 25 Oct 
1778), we find the following men - all of whom had previously been part of Jonathan Chew's company
11 Jul 1778 - John Skinner, James Duffield, John Richards, Jonathan Seeds, and John Carter (all of 
whom would be part of the Gloucester County military census of 1793) plus the following list of 
Gloucester County men which the Prowell History Book of Camden County says fought with the 
Colonial forces in the War - Moses Butterwort, John Patterson, Israel West, Joseph Roberts, John 
Lodge, Joseph Kendle and James Denny.  [Note from Kevin – John Skinner #1 was also on two muster 
rolls of the 3rd Battalion at Savannah in Nov, 1779, but can be distinguished by the fact that he 
reported to Captain Campbell, not Captain Daniel Cozens.]

In addition to this, William Bucket is known to have been from Billingsport.  Bucket and Charles 
Fennimore (another member of this company) had actually helped to construct the fortifications at 
Billingsport. (see "Old Gloucester County and the American Revolution 1763-1778 by Robert W. 
Harper, professor of history at Glassboro State College, pp66-67) so, the West Jersey Volunteers of 
Daniel Cozens and Jonathan Chew and Daniel Cozens' 3rd Battalion Company of New Jersey 
Volunteers were heavily populated with men of Gloucester County which was the home of James 
Hennessey and John Skinner.
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Exhibit 5 – Military Service, DETAILS  (cont.)

First Muster of John #2 July, 1778
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Exhibit 5 – Military Service, DETAILS  (cont.)

NJ Loyalist Muster Rolls Containing John Skinners
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Exhibit 5 – Military Service, DETAILS  (cont.)

NJ Loyalist Muster Rolls Containing John Skinners (cont.)
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Exhibit 5 – Military Service, DETAILS  (cont.)

NJ Loyalist Muster Rolls Containing Daniel Cozens
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Exhibit 5 – Military Service, DETAILS  (cont.)
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Exhibit 5 – Military Service, DETAILS  (cont.)

Thus, we believe John T. Skinner, who married Patience Hanisey in 1785, was a member of the 
Loyalist army during the Revolutionary War- enlisting with his future father-in-law James Hanisey 
into the West Jersey Volunteers on March 23, 1778. Surviving records of the West Jersey Volunteers 
shows they occupied the fort in Billingsport, NJ in March, 1778, were stationed on Long Island, NY on
July 11, 1778, at Savannah, GA on November 29, 1779, at Ninety-Six, SC from February 24 to June 
24, 1781, and at Charleston, SC from October 25 to December 24, 1781. John apparently served until 
the war’s end in August, 1783 when he likely sailed with many other NJ Loyalists from Long Island, 
NY to King’s County, New Brunswick, Canada where the Loyalists spent a long and difficult winter in
temporary shelters prior to being finally being granted land on July 14, 1784. This land was not 
satisfactory to several of the Loyalists, and many chose to sell their land in New Brunswick and return 
to their previous homes. John Skinner apparently chose to do this as well- using the proceeds from the 
sale of his awarded land in Nova Scotia to start a family with Patience Hanisey in Gloucester County. 

[end writing of William H. ‘Bill’ Skinner]
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Exhibit 6 - LOYALIST LAND COMPENSATION IN CANADA

A.  Overview [KDS]

In 1783, at the close of the war, the British government decided to offer many of the 
American Loyalist soldiers land in unsettled regions of eastern Canada, particularly Nova 
Scotia.  Blocks of land were set aside for entire battalions and other groups of Loyalists.  
Because of the huge influx of foreigners, a section of Nova Scotia containing large numbers of 
Loyalists was quickly set aside as a separate province named New Brunswick.

When a person arrived in Canada, their claim to land was established by a deed that spelled 
out their ownership of a specific plot.  The process of resettling Loyalist refugees proved to be
a juggling act because of conflicting land claims and because of people requesting alternative 
locations and plot sizes.  The final deeds issued to people did not necessarily fall within the 
locations initially promised to their specific group.

A land allotment called Grant #29 set aside a 38,450 acre block of land for the men of Isaac 
Allen’s 2nd Battalion of New Jersey Volunteers.  This grant was for land located at Sunbury 
Twp,. County of Sunbury, Nova Scotia (later New Brunswick).  In September, 1783, members 
of the 2nd Battalion set sail for the Canadian Maritimes on evacuation boats from New York 
City.

Only one of the two John Skinners in the 2nd Battalion was named in Grant #29.   This John 
Skinner was not listed as being an officer, so he would be ‘our’ John Skinner – private John T. 
Skinner.  The disposition of the other John Skinner who ended the war as a corporal is not 
known.

Beyond the land grant, there are no records confirming that any John Skinner evacuated to 
Canada and obtained a deed for 200 acres of land that he was entitled to.  There is also no 
record of a John Skinner residing in Canada and/or selling his promised 200 acres or any other
land.  However, there are many Canadian records yet to be explored.

John T. Skinner was back in Gloucester County in 1784 appearing on the tax rolls of 
Greenwich Twp. as a single man and owning no land.  The following year, he was on the tax 
rolls as a married man with 160 acres of improved land, facts that are discussed in more detail
in a separate chapter.
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B.  Men of the 2nd Battalion Receiving Land Grants in Canada
[per wwwroyalprovincial.com, Research of William H. ‘Bill’ Skinner and Laurel Damon Steffes, 2001]]
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[continued from previous page]
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Grant #29 – 2nd Battalion, 38,450 Acres at Sunbury, Nova Scotia:
[Provincial Archives of New Brunswick, www.gnb.ca]

This document, dated 20 July 1784, provided 38,450 acres of land at Sunbury Twp., County of
Sunbury, Nova Scotia (later Sunbury County, New Brunswick) to members of Isaac Allen’s 2nd

Battalion.  The list of names and military ranks is the same as the list on the previous pages
entitled Post War Settlement, 2nd Battalion New Jersey Volunteers.  The previous document,

which was dated 5 days earlier, mentions the location of the land as being Kings County
instead of neighboring Sunbury County mentioned here.

The names of the individuals are repeated twice in this document.  In the first section, the
men are listed in totality.  The military rank of officers is shown.  The second time, the names
of the men are grouped according to their allotted acreage.  John Skinner’s name is circled.

He was granted 200 acres.
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G.  LAND COMPENSATION IN CANADA  (cont.):

John Skinner’s Share of Grant #29
[Provincial Archives of New Brunswick, www.gnb.ca

This information was taken from Grant #29 and does not represent new information.
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Exhibit 7 – LOYALIST PENALTIES Enacted by NEW JERSEY
[Per the research of William H. ‘Bill’ Skinner and KDS]

In December of 1778, during the earliest stages of the American Revolution the state of New 
Jersey began legal proceedings against citizens who joined the Loyalist cause.  Some Loyalists 
were asked to pay a monetary penalty.  Others had their lands seized and sold at auction, 
including James Hanisey, Jonathan Chew and Daniel Cozens.  Quaker John Hinchman of 
Deptford Twp., who had once filed trespassing charges against John Skinner The Elder, was 
another resident of interest who ran into trouble with the state of New Jersey.

James Hanisey suffered the seizure of his lands.  He deserted the West Jersey Volunteers in 
1778, and by 1781, prior to the end of the war, was back in Deptford Twp. as a Head of 
Household, taxpayer and landowner.  

Jonathan Chew, neighbor of James Hanisey, also deserted the West Jersey Volunteers in 
1778.  As soon as he was charged with Loyalist activities in 1778, he came home to face 
justice.  Jonathan was initially found guilty of high treason and sentenced to death.  However,
his sentence was reduced to seizure of his large landholdings based upon sympathy for his 
14(?) children and some questions about the incriminating court testimony.  The fact that he 
quickly left the Loyalist ranks also helped his case.

Daniel Cozens (1743-1801) was said to have died in combat in 1779.  That has proved to be 
false information.  Cozens lived on as a Captain in the 3rd and 2nd Battalions and left behind 
several writings that proved he was very much alive until the end of the war.  He eventually 
received a grant of 1,790 acres outside Toronto and relocated there with his family.

John Hinchman had his lands taken and spent the war years in Nova Scotia but returned 
home at war’s end.  

There are no records of New Jersey legal proceedings against anyone named John Skinner, 
though the prosecution of Loyalists had involved only some of the persons who had enlisted.
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A,  LAND SEIZURES by the STATE OF NEW JERSEY:
[royalprovincial.com/genealogy/confiscations/nj/confsal.shtml]

Great Britain, Public Record Office, Audit Office, Class 12, Volume 85, folios 43-46. 

Property Confiscations -- Salem, Cumberland, Gloucester, and Burlington 

Counties [Extract] 

A list of the names of all those Persons whose property was Confiscated in the Several 

Counties of the State of New Jersey, for joining the Army of the King of Great Britain &c. 

as returned to the Auditors Office, previous to the first day of May 1787. 

Salem County 

Moses ATKINSON, Joseph KENDALL, Hugh COWPERTHWAITE, John SUTTON, Richard 

MEAD, Reuben LANGLEY, William PRICE, Abdon ALBOT, Junr., Philip ADAMS, Robert 

WHITAKER, James SUTTON, Christopher RANDOLEAR, Israel ELWELL, Jacob VAN MATER,

James DEAN, Thomas LAMB, George JOHNSTON, Michael MILLER, Joseph HAWLINGS, 

William RAWSON, John DANIEL, John MORROW

Cumberland County 

Ambrose FITZGERALD, James BARREL, Jr. Ashley BOWEN, Jacob HALL, Daniel STRETCH,

German DAVIS, David WATKINS, Nathaniel JENKINS, Daniel BOWEN, Peter LOWRY, 

Junr., Ezekial THOMAS, Richard CAYFORD , Francis PILGRAM, William WOODLAND, Hugh

BARBER, William FULLERTON , John PHILIPS, Nicholas BOUGH, John JEFFERIES, Silvanus

FULMAN

Gloucester County 

John COX, George SWANTON, Harrison WELLS, Josiah BIDDLE, John HENCHMAN, Jacob 

HEWIT, John O'BRIAN, Robert WHITAKER, James DUFFIELD, Jeremiah PROSSER, John 

HATTON, John CARTER, James HANISSEY, David SURAM, Isaac JUSTICE [Justison], John

BOODER, George AVIS, William FIRSTMAN, Daniel COZENS, Alexander BATARN, Isaac 

LORD, Gabriel DeVEBER, Benjamin DUFFIELD, William WELLS, Thomas NIGHTENGALE, 

Joseph LONG, John CHEW [Jonathan Chew?], Abraham FENIMORE, John RUDROW, 

William PENYARD, Peter JOHNSTON , James THOMPSON, John FRANKLIN, John BORDER,

John GRUFF

Burlington County 

Joseph TAYLOR, Jonathon ODELL, George ELIAS, Robert COOKE, John GOULD, John 

LEONARD, John CARTEY, John HORNER, Thomas HUNLOCK , George PLATER, Joseph 

HAWLINGS

Extract from the publick books in my office given under my hand this first day of June 

One Thousand seven hundred and Eighty seven 1787. 

Aaron Dunham Auditor of Acct. New Jersey

http://www.royalprovincial.com/genealogy/confiscations/nj/confsal.shtml
http://www.royalprovincial.com/genealogy/confiscations/nj/confsal.shtml
http://www.royalprovincial.com/genealogy/confiscations/nj/confsal.shtml
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B.  LAND SEIZURES per The Courier-Post, 17 Mar 1971:
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B.  LAND SEIZURES, per The Courier-Post, 17 Mar 1971  (cont.)
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B. LAND SEIZURES, per The Courier-Post, 17 Mar 1971  (cont.)
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C.  LAND SEIZURES, per 1778 NEWSPAPER EXTRACTS:
[Documents Relating to the Revolutionary History of the State of New Jersey, NJ Archives, Series II, 
Volume 2, pp581-582, archive.org/]

October 29, 1778.

AT an Inferior Court of Common Pleas held for the County of Gloucester, on the 

13th instant, were returned inquisitions (for joining the army of the King of 

Great- Britain, and other offences against the form of their allegiance) found 

against Andrew Jones, John Kelly, John Inglish, Jonathan Fisher, jun, 

Benjamin Carter, Joshua Couzens, John Carter, jun, Joseph Pratt, Joseph 

Clark, William Devanport, Harrison Wells, Jonathan Fisher, Thomas 

Nightingale, Job Thomas, Jacob Clement, jun, William Ingland, jun. William 

Watson, Daniel Wells, Jonathan Chew, Isaac Lord, David Chew, David Suran, 

John Franklin, Silas Long, Joseph Long, William Bocock, John Rodrow, William 

Fusman, Jacob Hewit, James Hanesy, Alexander Bartram, Peter Johnson, 

George Avis, William Wells, Gabriel DeVeher, jun, Edward Eglinton, Asa Lord, 

Conrad Bowman, Robert Whitacre, William Pinyard, Josiah Biddle, John Cox, 

Philip Stout, Daniel Couzens, John Gruff, Gabriel DeVeher, John O'Bryant, John

Hinchman, Jeremiah Prosser, John Robison, George Swanton, John Hatton, 

Northup Marpole, John Inglish, jun, Benjamin Duffil, James Duffil, Isaac 

Justice; proclamation was made in open Court, and information given, that if 

they or any on their behalf, or any person interested would traverse, a trial 

should be awarded, and an opportunity of preventing forfeitures given: no 

traverses were offered: Therefore notice is hereby given, that if neither they 

nor any on their behalf, nor any person interested shall traverse at the next 

Court, to be held for the county of Gloucester, on the second Tuesday in 

December next, the inquisitions will be taken to be true, and final judgment 

entered thereon in favor of the State, and their personal estates will then be 

forfeited to the use of the State, and their lands taken into the hands of the 

Commissioners until the Legislature shall further order therein respecting their

lands.

JOHN SPARKS

JOSEPH HUGG

Commissioners
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D.  LAND SEIZURES, per 1779 NEWSPAPER EXTRACTS:

[Documents Relating to the Revolutionary History of the State of New Jersey, NJ Archives, Series II, 
Volume 3, pp128-131, archive.org]

Gloucester, March 2, 1779.

IN pursuance of an act of the General Assembly of the State of New Jersey for that 

purpose, and by virtue of sundry writs issued out of the Court of Common Pleas of the 

county of Gloucester, to us directed, will be exposed to sale by publick vendue, at the 

times and places herein after mentioned, the following tracts and parcels of lands, with 

the improvements, viz. 

1st. On the 10th day of April next on the premises, a certain tract of land situate in the 

town of Gloucester in said county, containing about 20 acres, whereon is a new [ ] 

story brick house, a good orchard and other improvements, being the late dwelling-

house of John Hinchman, late of said county. And at the same time and place will be 

sold all the right and property of said Hinchman (being for the natural life of said 

Hinchman) in and to the adjoining valuable plantation, now in the tenure of the 

widow Branson. The sale to begin at two o'clock said day.

2d. On Monday the 12th on the premises, the noted tavern in Woodbury, in the township

of Deptford, in said county (now in the tenure of Robert Sparks) with the land 

thereunto belonging, containing about 45 acres, being late the property of Alexander

Bartram: And at the same time and place all the right and property of John Grieff, 

(being for his natural life) in and to a valuable plantation containing about 100 acres,

part whereof is good meadow, lying about one mile from Woodbury aforesaid. The 

sale to begin at one o'clock said day.

3d. On Tuesday the 13th, at the late dwelling-house of Jonathan Chew, in the township 

of Deptford, all the real estate of said Chew, consisting of four plantations or tracts 

of land, lying on both sides of Mantua Creek, in the township of Deptford and 

Greenwich, whereon are valuable improvements, and to be sold separate. At same 

time and place about 100 acres of land lying on Mantua Creek, near the land of said 

Chew, being late the property of James Hanisey. The sale to begin at 10 o'clock said 

day.
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D. LAND SEIZURES, per 1779 NEWSPAPER EXTRACTS  (cont.)

(continued from previous page]

4th. On Wednesday the 14th, at the house of William Eldridge, Innkeeper in Greenwich 

township, all the real estate late Daniel Cozens's, consisting of one valuable place 

whereon said Cozens lately lived, containing about 100 acres; there is on the 

premises a good dwelling-house, barn, orchard, &c and a well accustomed grist-mill: 

Also a tract of landing containing about 500 acres, whereon is a dwelling-house, 

saw-mill, and other improvements. Also about 5 acres of good meadow lying on 

Mantua Creek, below the bridge, all in said township of Greenwich. Likewise a piece 

of meadow on Shibers's Island, containing about 10 acres. The sale to begin at 10 

o'clock said day. Also one small lot of ground with the buildings and improvements 

situated on the Cohoeking road, about one mile from the place of sale, late the 

property of John Robertson. Also one other house and lot containing about ten acres,

late the property of James Duffield. Also one other lot or tract of land within about 

half a mile of said Eldridge's supposed about 100 acres, with a dwelling-house and 

other improvements thereon, being late the property of Edward Eglenton and Asa 

Lord. 5th. On Thursday the 15th, at said Eldridge's, the real estate of Gabriel 

D'Vebber, consisting of one lot or piece of land adjoining the said Eldridge's 

containing about 20 acres, whereon is a good frame house, a good convenient store-

house and other improvements. One other tract of about one hundred acres of 

woodland, adjoining Jands of John Richards and John Roome. One other tract of land

containing about 20 acres, with the buildings and improvements thereon, and seven 

acres of meadow, situate on Mantua Creek, next adjoining below the bridge. Also at 

same time and place, one plantation or tract of land situate near the fort at 

Billingsport, containing about 90 acres, with the house and improvements, late the 

property of William Bocock. Likewise one other lot situate at Billingsport aforesaid, 

late the property of Daniel Cozens. The sale to begin at 10 o'clock said day.

6th. On Friday the 16th, at said Eldridge's, 100 acres of land, whereon is a good stone 

dwelling-house', a good grist-mill and other improvements, late the property of 

Harrison Wells. At same time and place 100 acres of valuable land adjacent to said 

mill, late the property of William Wells, both being part of a tract that formerly 

belonged to William Harrison, Esq. Also at same time and place one other tract of 

land, with the buildings and improvements, situate at Repaupa, containing about 150

acres, late the property of Joseph Long. Likewise 5 acres of meadow on Mauncis's 

Island, late the property of said Joseph Long. And at said time and place a good 

stone house and lot of ground at the lower bridge on Raccoon Creek, with about 40 

acres of meadow near said house; late the property of Joseph Clark: all situate in the

township of Greenwich. The sale to begin at 10 o'clock said day.
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D.  LAND SEIZURES, per 1779 NEWSPAPER EXTRACTS  (cont.)

(continued from previous page]

7th. On Saturday the 17th, at the house of John Cozens, Inn-keeper, near Mullica Hill, in

the township of Greenwich, the real estate of William Fusman, situate in said 

township, containing about 15 or 20 acres, whereon is a house, barn and other 

improvements. One other place lying on the great road leading towards Cumberland,

containing about 90 acres, whereon is a wooden house, barn, orchard &c. late the 

property of John Rudrow. Likewise 105 acres, chiefly woodland, whereon is a new 

frame dwelling-house, w|th some small improvements and about 30 acres of 

woodland lying on the Cohocking road, being late the property of Jacob Hewitt. The 

three last mentioned all lying in the township of Woolwich. The sale to begin at 10 

o'clock said day.

8th. On Monday the 19th, at the house of Mounce Keen, in Sweedsborough, a house and

lot in said town of Sweedsborough, a piece of wood-land and five acres of meadow, 

lying on Raccoon Creek, late the property of John Hatton. About 150 acres of land 

with the improvements, late the property of John Cox. All the real estate of George 

Avis, supposed about 100 acres of land, whereon is a good brick house, barn, 

orchard, &c. Also the real estate of Isaac Justice, supposed about 100 acres of land, 

with a house, barn, orchard, &c. all situate in the township of Woolwich. All the 

above-mentioned premises being confiscated and to be sold by the Commissioners 

for the use of the State, which said Commissioners are impowered by act of 

Assembly to make good and sufficient conveyances for the same. Attendance will be 

given at the times and places above u mentioned.

JOHN SPARKS, SAMUEL KAIGHN, Commissioners.
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E.  LAND SEIZURES, per 1779 NEWSPAPER EXTRACTS:
[Documents Relating to the Revolutionary History of the State of New Jersey, NJ Archives, Series II, 
Volume 3, p650, archive.org]

Gloucester County, Sept. 7, 1779.

NOTICE is hereby given to all persons having any demands against Harrison Wells, 

George Avis, William Wells, William Bocock, Daniel Cozens, Jonathan Chew, James 

Hanisey, Joseph Long, Jacob Hewitt, John Robeson, Peter Johnson, Isaac Justice, 

John Hatton, James Duffield, John Gruff, John Hinchman, William Forsman, 

Alexander Bartram, John Cox, John Rodrow, Gabriel D'Veber, William Pinyard, John 

O'Briant, George Swanton, Josiah Biddle, Robert Whitaker, Jeremiah Prosser, John 

Carter, jun. or David Suram, whose estates are forfeited, and have been sold by the 

Commissioners of said county; that they exhibit their accounts before the Judges of 

the court of common pleas, within the time limited by law, in order that they may be

adjusted and paid.

-JOHN SPARKS, SAMUEL KAIGHN, Commissioners.

-The New Jersey Gazette, Vol. II, No. 92, Sept. 29, 1779
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F.  LAND SEIZURE of JONATHAN CHEW & JOHN HINCHMAN:
[New Jersey in the American Revolution 1763-1783, Edited By Larry R. Gerlach, pp 256-259, Publisher 
-New Jersey Historical Commission, 1975, www.njstatelib.org]

John Cleves Symmes to Governor William Livingston:

[Executive Correspondence, pp. 135-37.1]

Morristown, January 7, 1779

I beg leave to lay before your Excellency, and the honorable gentlemen of the Council,

the business of the state that came before me in the late Circuit, in the counties of

Hunterdon and Cumberland, which was capital; recommending to the clemency and grace

of your honor those miserable subjects who are under sentence of death.

In the county of Gloucester there is Jonathan Chewi condemned for high treason; he

was convicted by jury. I take it that he was disaffected from the beginning of the troubles,

and joined the enemy at their coming to Billingsport, and acted as a captain among them.

The charges laid against him in the indictment of levying war and adhering to the enemies

of the state was well supported, and I cannot think there is any equitable circumstance in

his favor, either as matter of law or fact. But the following considerations may perhaps

plead for him with your honors for a pardon.

l. He is a very weak man in his understanding.

2. He has a family of twelve children, that must be objects of charity if their friend is 

taken away, and they have no property left.

3. It appeared in the Court that he was humane, and inclined to distress the inhabitants 

that were in his power as little as possible, in person or property.

4. He left the enemy after they had retreated through Jersey, and came home and threw

himself in the way of justice..

Harrison Wells, who traversed his indictment for levying war against the states, and

adhering to its enemies, and convicted thereon. I believe that Mr. Wells was a Whig at the

beginning; he was in the militia and behaved well. But I cannot say there was any equitable

circumstance appeared (touching law or fact) on his trial that can operate in his favor; but

perhaps the following considerations may incline your honors to pardon him:

l.  He was undoubtedly over-persuaded by Mr. John Hinchman,3 who had been his guardian,

to go and join the enemy, which at length he did with some reluctance, being partly in

compliance to Mr. Hinchman's advice, and partly because he was threatened by the militia.

2.  When with the enemy he was offered a Lieutenant's Commission, which he refused.

It appeared that he early wished to make his peace with his country by desiring to

surrender himself, but found the popular clamor so much against him that he dare not do

it; and his house was contiguous to the enemy.

3.  When the enemy left Philadelphia, he surrendered himself at Haddonfield, to the law,

refusing to march with the enemy. He appears very penitent.
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F.  LAND SEIZURE of JONATHAN CHEW & JOHN HINCHMAN  (cont.)

(continued from previous page]

Besides Chew and Wells, there are fifteen others condemned for high treason against the

state; viz: William Hammet, John Dilk[e]s, John Franklin, James Birch, Joseph Pratt,

Joseph Dill, Abraham Fennimore, Joshua Dilk[e]s, Christopher String[e], Daniel Fussman,

Lawrence Cox, David Lloyd, Thomas Nightingale, Paterson Cook, and Isaac Lord; who,

after having proper time allowed them to consider of a plea, severally pleaded guilty to

their indictments, which has prevented the Court from having their causes investigated

before them; and I must own that as to by far the greater part of them, I know nothing of

the nature of their guilt, or what favorable circumstances there may be in their cases, only

as they were charged in their indictments and pleaded guilty; but as to William Hammet, I

believe there is as little to be said in his favor as to any of them. I should be exceeding

happy, were your honors of opinion there was no occasion of farther examples in cases of

high treason; that our laws and government were sufficiently established, and that nothing

remained but to forgive. But as I think these things matters of some doubt, I hope your

honors will not receive it ill of me if I proceed to say, that were the question put to me,

Who shall die? I should be inclined to say, William Hammet. 5 My reasons are, First. because

he was formerly apprehended and sent to your Excellency and the Council of Safety,

charged with similar offences against his country, and notwithstanding the Honorable

Council of Safety were pleased to suffer him to return home, he went immediately and

joined the enemy. Secondly, he was a daring offender while with the enemy, and may be

so again. Thirdly, he was taken while in the service of the enemy, and has at no time

since, (if I am rightly instructed,) expressed himself a friend to the state, as most of the

others have; but he has frequently wished to be sent to the enemy again; and I think the

probability is against him that he joins them if discharged. Fourthly, he has no family that

must suffer by his death, as many of the others have; and in making up my mind on this

subject, I think I am warranted in some measure by the opinion of Judge Blackstone,6

where he speaks of the necessity of human punishments.

I have the honor to be, honorable gentlemen, with great esteem, your humble servant,

JOHN CLEVES SYMMES

NOTES ON THE PRECEDING:

1 Jonathan Chew of Deptford, who owned extensive tracts of land in Deptford and

Greenwich townships, joined the Loyalist West Jersey Volunteers as a captain in 1778.

His property was confiscated and sold at auction in March 1779.

2. Harrison Wells of Greenwich. His 100-acre farm and grist mill were also confiscated

and sold in March 1779.

3. Quaker John Hinchman, former assemblyman, who joined the British at Philadelphia

in 1778. His property was subsequently confiscated and sold. After a wartime exile in

Nova Scotia, he returned to his native New Jersey where he lived out his days amid

social ostracism and verbal abuse.
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F.  LAND SEIZURE of JONATHAN CHEW & JOHN HINCHMAN  (cont.)

Il A Writ Ordering the Sale of Confiscated Property in Monmouth County
[Broadsides and Letters, Monmouth County, New Jersey: Commissioners for Forfeited Estates Writs, Alexander

Library, Rutgers University.

The state took care to follow elaborate procedures in confiscating and selling the property

of Loyalist refugees. In April 1778 the legislature set down the process whereby a

person could be convicted of treason in absentia. Three commissioners were

appointed in each county to gather information concerning the treasonous activities

of an individual (resident or in exile) and to present the evidence to a jury

summoned by a justice of the peace. If the defendant was judged guilty, the jurors

advertised their decision publicly in the form of an inquisition. The inquisition was

then turned over to the court of common pleas, which had jurisdiction over civil

cases, and the accused was given a final opportunity to challenge the verdict. If the

decision went uncontested—and it invariably did —the court issued a writ ordering

the commissioners to dispose of the property at auction under the terms of an act

passed in December 1778 which directed the sale of "the Lands, Tenements,

Hereditaments and Real Estates" of convicted Loyalists. The writ below is typical of

the hundreds of such orders issued from December 1778 to June 1781, when the

sale of confiscated property was temporarily suspended because of the grossly

inflated currency then in circulation.

[April 29, 1779]
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Exhibit 8 – Landholdings of John Skinner, OVERVIEW
[Based upon research of William H. ‘Bill’ Skinner, circa 2001]:

Gloucester County, N.J., 1806
[mapgeeks.com]

Gloucester County extended from the Delaware River to the Atlantic Ocean.
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Exhibit 8 – Landholdings of John Skinner, OVERVIEW  (cont.)

Greenwich Township, 1849
[Map of the Counties of Salem and Gloucester, NJ, Library of Congress, loc.gov]

John and Patience Skinner raised their family at their homestead farm at Pitman Grove in
Greenwich Twp. At times, John owned additional land in Greenwich Twp., including land at

today’s town of Richwood.

During the life of John Skinner, Greenwich Twp. was larger than shown on this 1849 map and
included the towns of Mullica Hill and Richwood.  Today, Greenwich Twp. is much smaller

and only extends 2-3 miles inland from the Delaware River.
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Exhibit 8 – Landholdings of John Skinner, OVERVIEW  (cont.)

John T. Skinner’s Homestead Farm was at Today’s Pitman Grove, NJ.

Back in the day, this area was part of ‘Old’ Greenwich Twp’
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Exhibit 8 – Landholdings of John Skinner, OVERVIEW  (cont.)

LAND TIMELINE:

1783,  Mary Hanisey writes her Will stipulating that the land and buildings that she had 
inherited, and where she and her James Hanisey lived, go to their (5) daughters upon the 
death of James.  He died in the 1802 to 1804 time frame.

In 1784, John Skinner makes his first appearance in the Greenwich Twp. tax rolls.  He is single 
and does not own land.  In 1786, John next appears on the tax rolls as a married man with 
160 acres of improved land.  He was 24 years of age.  Patience was age 20.  John would 
continue to appear on the tax rolls with the same 160 acres of improved land until the final 
published tax rolls in 1802.  

There is no historical record that would explain how, when or from whom the 160 acres (of 
improved land) was purchased.

[KDS speculation]:  A possible explanation involves the 200+ acre farm called ‘Old Smith’s Place’ 
that was Willed to the Skinners by Thomas Taber in 1810.  This farm was large enough to explain 
the 160 acres of ‘improved’ land shown on the tax rolls.  Taber’s Will indicated the Skinners were 
already living on the property prior to his 1810 Will.  Perhaps his Will was just adding clarity to a 
wedding gift that had taken place back in 1786.  A fact that supports this theory is that John 
purchased a small parcel of unimproved land very close to Old Smith’s Place in 1789, long before 
Taber’s Will.  And John’s son Richard Skinner was said to have been born “on the old homestead 
near now Alcyon Park” in 1797 (see next page].  This was a reference to Old Smith’s Place and 
again indicates that the Skinners were living there before Taber’s Will of 1810.  

1789, John Skinner purchased 17 acres of land at Pitman Grove from Isaac Terripin.  The 17 
acres was in close proximity to a farm owned by Thomas Taber called ‘Old Smith’s Place’.  
In 1811, the Skinners would inherit that farm from Taber at his death.

Circa 1797, John Skinner purchased 58 acres of land from Zephaniah Tomlin.  There is no 
record of the transaction, except it was mentioned at the time of a later 30 acre
transaction.

1797, John purchased 30 acres of land (35 acres minus allowances for roads) from Samuel 
Tomlin.  This land was in close proximity to the 58 acres previously purchased from 
Zephaniah Tomlin.  Best guess is that the 30 plus previous 58 acre purchases were in the 
vicinity of Mantua, Greenwich Twp.
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Exhibit 8 – Landholdings of John Skinner, OVERVIEW  (cont.)

John Skinner’s  “Old Homestead” (Old Smith’s Place):
[Our History Club, Glassboro Enterprise, Information Provided by Franklin Skinner, grandson of John 
Skinner, Compiled by John Downer, Dec 3, 1921]

Richard Skinner was born 1797 at “the old homestead near now Alcyon Park”. 
This was a reference to ‘Old Smith’s Place” which the Skinners were apparently living at long before

they inherited the farm per Taber’s 1810 Will.
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1802-1804,  Death of James Hanisey.  Patience and her (4) sisters each inherit a 1/5 share of 
the 115 acres of their parent’s land per Mary Hanisey’s 1783 Will.

1805, the Skinners sold their 1/5 share of land that they inherited at the death of James 
Hanisey.

1811, John and Patience inherited a 200+ acre farm called ‘Old Smith’s Place’ from Thomas 
Taber.  Taber referred to John as his ‘nephew’ in his 1810 Will (Taber died 1811).  This 
land was in Pitman Grove just north of today’s Alcyon Lake and in close proximity to the 
17 acres John had purchased in 1789.  Per Taber’s Will, John and Patience had already 
been living on Old Smith’s Place prior to Taber’s Will.  This farm was the Skinner’s primary
residence (homestead farm).

Undated Transactions, John purchased two lots - 100 acres + 40 acres, at today’s Richwood.
The lands were situated within an area bounded by Rt. 322 to the north, Williamson Lane 
to the south, Richwood Rd to the west, and the rear of the properties on Richwood/Aura 
Rd (Rt.667) to the east, fronting primarily on Richwood Rd.

1821, John’s lands were auctioned at Sheriff’s Sale to satisfy debts he had accumulated with 
the Carpenter Glass works in Glassboro.  Richard Skinner, a son of John, was the winning 
bidder of his father’s land.  At the time of the Sheriff’s auction, John owned:

Pitman Grove – 17 acres purchased in 1789 and the 200 acre farm inherited in 1811.
Richwood – 100 acres plus 40 acres, purchase dates unknown.

The Sheriff’s Sale made no mention of the 30 and 58 acre parcels John had purchased 
around 1797, so those lands must have been previously sold by John.

1822, Richard Skinner sold the Pitman Grove lands to his brother-in-law Capt. Nathan 
Thompson.

1824, death of John Skinner, intestate.  Patience lived until 1840.
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Exhibit 8 – Landholdings of John Skinner, OVERVIEW  (cont.)

Land Holdings of John T. Skinner At The Time Of The 1821 Sheriff’s Sale

 Pitman Grove - John Skinner inherited a 200 acre farm called Old Smith’s Place from Thomas
Taber in 1811.  Reference the diamond-shaped plot shown above - size, shape and location of
Old Smith’s Place courtesy of the research of William H. ‘Bill’ Skinner.  John also owned 17 acres

that he had purchased from Isaac Terripin in 1789, not shown on map.

 Richwood - John Skinner owned two parcels at (today’s) Richwood – 100 acres and 40 acres,
purchase date unknown.  The shape of the Richwood lands is not clear – the above map

shows a crude representation.

 The 1821 Sheriff’s sale made no mention of 30 acres and 58 acres purchased by Skinner,
location unknown, which presumably were sold prior to 1821.
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Exhibit 9 – 1789, 17 ACRES PURCHASED from ISAAC TERRIPIN
[Research of William H. ‘Bill’ Skinner, 2000]

This 17 acre plot was purchased by John Skinner from Isaac Terripin on 29 Sep 1789.  The 
deed of sale of the 17 acre property to John Skinner is missing.  The best description of this 
land occurs in two later sales of the 17 acres in 1822 and 1840, as shown below:

Deed from Richard Skinner to son-in-law Nathan Thompson (Deed GG, p404), 9/30/1822 -

All the two tracts or parcels of land and premises herein after described Situate lying and being in 
the Township of Greenwich in the County and State aforesaid First, one bounding on Chestnut 
Branch on lands late [Ilvanie?] and on lands of Presmul Dilkes and on Alford’s [John Alford’s] 
Survey late Thomas Taber’s land called Smiths Old Place and which land and premises Thomas 
Taber by his last Will and Testament did devise and bequeath unto John Skinner and to his wife 
Patience Skinner, their heirs and assigns and which Richard Skinner purchased at Sheriffs Sale of 
Benjamin Wilkes Esquire, Sheriff Reference being had to the Record will more at large appear.  
Containing about 200 acres be the same more or less, And two, “Beginning at a pine tree of Thomas
Smith and John Alfords Survey late Thomas Taber and runs thence by the same 1) S22degW 27 
chains to a white oak sapling 2) thence by land of Isaac Terripin the following courses, N80degE 6 
chains and 80 links to a small white oak 3) N35deg30’E 2 chains and 30 links to a pine 4) N 
52deg45’E 9 chains and 78 links to a stone in the line of Alfords survey 5) N20degW 17 chains and 
10 links to a corner first named. Containing 17 acres of land which land and premises John Skinner 
bought of Isaac Terripin by his Deed dated 23rd of Sept 1789 and which land and premises Richard 
Skinner bought at Sheriff’s sale of Benjamin Wilkins Sheriff.”

Deed from Robert Walker to Joseph Iszard [Deed X3, p284), 11/13/1840 -

The 17 acres is described as -
“Beginning at a pine tree Corner to Thomas Smith and John Alfords surveys late Thomas Tabers 
and running by the farmers survey S22degW 27 chains to a  white oak sapling, thence by land of 
Isaac Terripins the following courses [water courses] near a Branch N80degE 6 chains 80 links to a 
small white oak, N30deg30”E 2 chains 33 links to a pine N52deg45’E 9 chains 78 links to a stake in
the line of Alfords Survey thence by the same N20degW 17 chains 10 links to the corner first 
named Containing seventeen acres of land be the same more or less.  The two above described 
Tracts or pieces of land and premises the said Robert Walker became seized with by Virtue of a 
Deed of Conveyance from Joseph R. Siddall of Philadelphia and Mary his wife bearing date the 
sixteenth day of August 1839 and Recorded in the Clerk’s Office at Woodbury in Gloucester 
County in Liber U3 of Deeds folio 300 Reference thereunto being had will fully make appear.”
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Exhibit 9 – 1789, 17 ACRES PURCHASED from ISAAC TERRIPIN  (cont.)

John Skinner’s 17 Acres & Neighboring Properties
[PropertyPlot Program, KDS]
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Exhibit 10  – 1797, PURCHASE of 30 ACRES
Also Mentions 58 Acres Previously Purchased

John Skinner of Greenwich Twp purchased 30 acres of land from Samuel Tomlin 1 April 1797.  
This information comes by way of a later survey of the Skinner lands, the lands having been 
‘unlocated’ at the time of sale.  The survey was done 10 April 1797 and went thru an approval
process beginning 5 May.  The land was located in Greenwich Twp.

The survey notes that Skinner also owned 58 nearby acres of land purchased from Zephaniah 
Tomlin.  The 58 acre lot was part of 124 acres previously surveyed for Matthew Tomlin.  The 
exact location of Skinner’s 30 acres and 58 acres is not known, though the Tomlins had land at
Mantua and surrounding areas.

Summary of Skinner’s Survey:
[Summary per NJ State Archives, WJ Loose Records: 1797 - Skinner, John (46967) (PWESJ004)]

Skinner, John (Grantee)
10 Apr 1797

TO: John Skinner
FROM: Samuel Tomlin
SURVEY AND MAP. 30 acres. Greenwich Township; Gloucester County. The bounds include 58 
acres more purchased by Skinner from Zephaniah Tomlin; part of 124 acres surveyed to Matthew 
Tomlin recorded in Book P, page 267, 268.
OTHERS NAMED: Elijah Cozens (Deputy Surveyor) (Signatory); Delaney (Owner of adjoining land);
Eglington (Judall's land surveyed for Eglington; Adjoining land; [on map]); Judall (Judall's land 
surveyed for Eglington; Adjoining land; [on map]); Lafferty (Owner of adjoining land); Archibald 
Moffet (Owner of adjoining land; [on map]); H. Pinner (Former owner of adjoining land; now 
Lafferty's; [on map]); Sweeton (Owner of adjoining land); Matthew Tomlin; Zephaniah Tomlin (Sold 
58 acres within the bounds of this survey to John Skinner)
LOCATION: West Jersey; Gloucester; Greenwich Township
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Exhibit 10  – 1797, PURCHASE of 30 ACRES  (cont.)

Deed Record - 30 Acres, Samuel Tomlin to John Skinner, 1797
[NJ State Archives]
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Exhibit 10  – 1797, PURCHASE of 30 ACRES  (cont.)

Survey Record  (continued)
Mentions the 58 acres previously purchased
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Exhibit 10  – 1797, PURCHASE of 30 ACRES  (cont.)

30 Acres, Survey and Map [NJ State Archives]
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Exhibit 11 – 1805, SALE of LAND INHERITED by PATIENCE SKINNER
[Research of Laurel Damon Steffes, 2000, summarized by KDS]:

Mary (Gibson) Hanisey, mother of Patience, inherited 117 1/2 scres of land from her brother 
William Gibson per his 1750 Will.  He died in the 1755-1759 timeframe.  The Haniseys later 
sold 2 ½ acres to their neighbor Abraham Dilkes and a fraction of an acre to John Leonard 
leaving them with 115 acres.  The land fronted on the Mantua Creek in Deptford Twp. where 
Wenonah is today.  This is the land where the Hanisey family resided, and the only land that 
James and Mary Hanisey ever owned.

In 1783, Mary wrote her Will stipulating that her land and buildings be available for the use of
her husband James Hanisey during his life, then to be divided equally amongst their five 
daughters,  Technically, the land was jointly owned by Mary and husband James, but her Will, 
which James signed off on, limited his options after her death.

James Hanisey died in the 1802 to 1804 timeframe.  At his death, each Haniesey daughter and
their spouses inherited a 1/5 share of their parent’s 115 acres.  Evidently, the daughters did 
not want the land and turned around and sold it in individual transactions in the years 1804 
to 1809.  Patience and husband John Skinner sold their share in 1805.  All of the daughters 
sold their shares to James Dilkes.

Each daughter’s share of the land was defined in the Deeds as being a 1/5 share of the totality
of the 115 acres.  A specifie geographic chunk of acreage was never described for each 
daughter.
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Exhibit 11 – 1805, SALE of LAND INHERITED by PATIENCE SKINNER  (cont.)

Witnesseth, that the said John Skinner and Patience his wife, for and in consideration of two hundred and thirteen Dollars 
and thirty-three cents to them, the said John Skinner and Patience his wife, in hand paid by the said James Dilks (the receipt
whereof is hereby acknowledged by the said John Skinner and Patience his wife, and themselves fully satisfied and paid, 
and the said James Dilks, his heirs, executors and administrators, doth fully acquit and forever discharge therefrom), have 
granted, bargained, sold, enfeoffed, released, confirmed and conveyed, and by these presents doth grant, bargain, sell, alien,
enfeoff, release, convey and confirm unto the said James Dilks, his heirs and assigns, a certain Tract of Land situate and 
lying in the Township of Deptford, in the County and State aforesaid, bounding on the lands of Robert Sparks, William 
Tatum, Esquire, Abraham Dilks, David Chew, and on Mantua Creek; said to contain about one hundred and fifteen Acres, 
be the same more or less;

Which Land was given to Mary Gipson by her brother William Gipson, by his last Will and Testament dated the eighteenth 
day of July, 1750, who was lawfully intermarried with James Henese and died intestate, leaving five daughters, to wit, 
Sarah, Patience, Hannah, Mary and Rebecca Henese, whereby the premises aforesaid became the sole right of the aforesaid 
children of James Henese and Mary his wife, share and share alike, agreeable to the laws of the State aforesaid.

And whereas the said Patience Henese, daughter of the aforesaid parents, did intermarry with John Skinner, party to these 
presents, whereby the said John Skinner and Patience his wife became legally and lawfully seized, in fee simple, of one 
fifth part of the aforesaid Tract of Land.

Deed Excerpt 
14 Mar 1805, John & Patience Skinner to James Dilkes, Deed U p143

Reference Table of Contents for Complete Deed
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Exhibit 12 – 1811, INHERITANCE OF ‘OLD SMITH’S PLACE’
[Research of William H. ‘Bill’ Skinner]

In 1810, Thomas Taber wrote his Will providing a 200+ acre farm called ‘Old Smith’s Place’ to 
his ‘nephew’ John Skinner and wife Patience.  Taber’s Will indicates that John and his wife 
were already living on the property at the time of the Will.  Thomas Taber likely died early 
1811 – his Will was proved March, 1811.  This property was located at today’s Pitman Grove 
in Old Greenwich Twp.

Old Smith’s Place was a diamond-shaped property located on the Chestnut Branch 
(sometimes called the South Branch) of the Mantua Creek just north of the mills where the 
creek exited the Carpenter Mill Pond – a forerunner of today’s Alcyon Lake.

Old Smith’s Place, also called Smith’s Old Place, served as the primary residence and farm of 
the Skinners and was referred to as the ‘old homestead’ by Grandson Franklin Skinner. 

Taber’s Will also provided John Skinner with ½ of a cedar swamp on the ‘Scotland Branch’.  
The Scotland branch ran to the south by the towns of today’s Pitman, Clayton and Franklin 
and emptied into the headwaters of the Maurice River.  The slow-moving waters of the 
wetlands around the Scotland Branch were filled with Atlantic White Cedar creating tracts of 
timber that were often bought and sold in deed records.

The 200+ acres of Old Smith’s Place were situated near, but not adjacent to, a 17 acre plot of 
land previously purchased by John Skinner in 1789.  Over the span of fifty years, extending 
decades beyond the death of Skinner, the two properties – Old Smith’s Place and the 17 acres
Skinner bought from Isaac Terripin, were sold and re-sold together as a package, indicating a 
close geographical relationship between the two.

The exact location of the 17 acre plot is not known.  We do know that Old Smith’s Place was 
located along the Chestnut Branch of the Mantua Creek.  The 17 acres bought of Isaac 
Terripin was on water located ‘near the branch’, probably a smaller tributary stream.  Both 
properties shared a common neighbor – both bordered land owned by James Matlack in the 
mid-1800’s, formerly owned by John Alford and previous to that by Thomas Taber.

The two properties had the following history following ownership by John Skinner:
1)  1821, Purchased at sheriff’s auction by Richard Skinner
2)  1822, Purchased by Nathan Thompson
3)  Purchased by Joseph Siddell
4)  1839, Purchased by Robert Walker
5)  1840, Purchased by Joseph Iszard
6}  A portion of both properties purchased by James Tucker
7)  1872, Same portion of both properties purchased by Thomas Lavin
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Exhibit 12 – 1811, INHERITANCE OF ‘OLD SMITH’S PLACE’  (cont.)

2. I give and devise to my nephew John Skinner and Patience his Wife, and to their Heirs and Assigns
forever, all that plantation now occupied by my said nephew, formerly called old Smith's Place. I also
give and devise to the said John Skinner and Patience his Wife, and to their heirs and assigns forever,
one half of all my Cedar Swamp situate and lying on Scotland Branch in said County of Gloucester.

3. The other half of the cedar Swamp above described I give and devise to the aforesaid John and
Henry Firth, and to their heirs and assigns forever; subject nevertheless to this, that the said Hannah

Lawder and John Firth and Margaret his Wife, during the times that they shall respectively occupy the
two farms and plantations hereinbefore devised to them, shall be at Liberty to enter on said Swamps

and take as much timber as may be necessary for the uses of said Plantations, but no more.

Excerpt from the 1810 Will of Thomas Taber

The Skinners inherited the land in 1811 at the death of Taber;  His Will was proved March, 1811.
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Exhibit 12 – 1811, INHERITANCE OF ‘OLD SMITH’S PLACE’  (cont.)

l

Old Smith’s Place, 200+ Acres, Homestead of John & Patience Skinner
[1861 Map, Princeton University, static prod lib.princeton.edu., Research of William H. ‘Bill’ Skinner,]

The southwest side of the property runs along the Chestnut Branch of the Mantua Creek.  Joseph
Iszard purchased this property in 1840 and the location of his farmhouse, shown in the middle of the

property, is believed to correspond to the location of the original Skinner farmhouse.

This land was located near the 17 acre plot John Skinner purchased of Isaac Terripin in 1789, land
that was bought and sold as a package with Old Smiths Place several times in the 1800’s.  The exact

location of the 17 acre plot is not shown and is unknown.
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Exhibit 12 – 1811, INHERITANCE OF ‘OLD SMITH’S PLACE’  (cont.)

A detailed description of the 214+ acres of Old Smith’s Place inherited by the Skinners from Thomas 
Taber in 1811 occurs when the property changed hands in 1840, long after John Skinner’s death in 
1824.  This transaction also includes and describes the 17 acres purchased by Skinner from Isaac 
Terripin in 1789.  

Deed from Robert Walker to Joseph Iszard [Deed X3, p284), 11/13/1840

[The description of Old Smith’s Place begins here]  “All the tract or piece of land situated in the 
Township of Greenwich in the County of Gloucester and State of New Jersey and is Bounded as 
follows.  Beginning at a down maple marked by the edge of a branch of Mantua Creek called Chestnut 
Branch and corner to land belonging to the Heirs of Joseph H. Cook deceased from thence by land of 
said Heirs (1st) N23deg45’E 53 chains to a stone in the place of a pine tree and corner to land of James 
Jessup, thence part by said Jessups and part by Presmul Dilkes land (2nd) S39degE 43 chains and 35 
links to a Stone in a black oak Stump on the line of Alfords Survey formerly Thomas Taber’s Now 
Matlacks thence by said Matlacks and Wesley Browns land (3rd) S21deg15’W 68 chains to an old 
maple Corner standing by the aforesaid Chestnut Branch now in Carpenters Mill Pond then runs down 
the Mill Pond aforesaid as near the natural stream as possible about N36degW about 8 chains to a 
Stone by an old white oak stump standing by the lower edge of the mill dam, said Stone and Stump 
bears N76degE from the Southwest corner of the bridge at the Head of the Saw Mill distance one chain
and 40 links, and said Stone set by agreement of parties, from thence down the said branch the several 
Courses as follows, N19degW 74 links to a stake in the old creek, thence N10degE five chains thence 
N35degW 3 chains thence N48degW 5 chains and 30 links then N19degW 7 chains and 30 links 
thence N44degW 10 chains and 50 links thence N70degW 2 chains thence N22degW 9 chains and 50 
links to the place of Beginning.  Containing 214 acres of land besides the usual allowance for 
highways:  

[The description of the 17 acres begins here] and also all that lot or piece of land situated in the 
township aforesaid “Beginning at a pine tree Corner to Thomas Smith and John Alfords surveys late 
Thomas Tabers and running by the farmers survey S22degW 27 chains to a  white oak sapling, thence 
by land of Isaac Terripins the following courses near a Branch N80E 6 chains 80 links to a small white 
oak, N30deg30”E 2 chains 33 links to a pine N52deg45’E 9 chains 78 links to a stake in the line of 
Alfords Survey thence by the same N20degW 17 chains 10 links to the corner first named Containing 
seventeen acres of land be the same more or less.  The two above described Tracts or pieces of land 
and premises the said Robert Walker became seized with by Virtue of a Deed of Conveyance from 
Joseph R. Siddall of Philadelphia and Mary his wife bearing date the sixteenth day of August 1839 and
Recorded in the Clerk’s Office at Woodbury in Gloucester County in Liber U3 of Deeds folio 300 
Reference thereunto being had will fully make appear.”
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Exhibit 12 – 1811, INHERITANCE OF ‘OLD SMITH’S PLACE’  (cont.)

Comments on Old Smith’s Place
[Research of William H. ‘Bill’ Skinner;  Summarized by KDS]:

Starting on the Chestnut Branch of the Mantua Creek, the Old Smith’s Place property line ran 
3500 ft. NE along the Cook property, then 2861 ft. SE along the Presmul Dilkes property, then 
4428 ft. SW along the old Matlack property and Wesley Brown’s land to the mill dam.  Then 
the property line followed the creek NW to the place of beginning.

Old Smith’s Place was along today’s Lamb’s Road east of today’s West Holly Avenue 
(Pitman-Barnsboro Rd.) and bordering the Presmul Dilkes land (which later became John 
Lamb’s land).  John Skinner’s land was on the East side of Chestnut Branch, and the land ran 
back along the creek as far as (or almost as far as) where the Carpenter Mill Pond and Saw 
Mill were located in 1840 (where Chestnut Branch leaves Alcyon Lake at the dam and flows 
under West Holly Avenue (Pitman-Barnsboro Rd.) today.

In 1821, John Skinner’s property, including Old Smith’ s Place and the 17 acres purchased of 
Isaac Terripin, were sold by Sheriff Benjamin Wilkins.  The winning bidder was John’s son 
Richard Skinner Sr.  In 1822, Richard Skinner turned around and sold the Pitman Grove 
properties to his brother-in-law Nathan Thompson.  

Later, the Pitman Grove properties were acquired by Robert Walker.  Walker then sold the 
properties to Joseph Iszard in 1840.  An 1861 map shows the location of the Iszard farmhouse 
on Lamb’s Road, likely the location of the original farmhouse of John and Patience Skinner.

On 4/30/1869, Iszard sold 135 acres – a portion of the original Pitman Grove property to James
and Rosanna Tucker [Deed J5, p568].  In 1872, the Tuckers sold the same 135 acres (identified
as the 17 acres Skinner had originally purchased from Terripin plus 120 acres remaining of Old
Smith’s Place) to Thomas Lavin.  

James and Rosanna Tucker to Thomas Lavin (1872) - very difficult to read - this deed described 
the same property as follows - First (part of the Old Smith Place) beginning at a maple tree at the 
edge of a branch of Mantua Creek called the Chestnut Branch ... (property line goes near 
Carpenter Mill Pond) ... containing 120.44 acres and Second, also beginning at a pine tree corner 
of Thomas Smith and John Alford's survey (late Thomas Taber's) and running by the former 
survey (this is the Isaac Terripin property) containing 17 acres of land more or less.

Per Bill Skinner, the location of the Skinner homestead farmhouse, later the location of the 
Iszard farmhouse, likely corresponds to 581 Lamb’s Road, Pitman today 

End
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Exhibit 13– 100 ACRES and 40 ACRES at RICHWOOD

The Sheriff’s Sale of John Skinner’s land in 1821 revealed that John owned two properties at 
today’s Richwood – a 100 acre lot and a 40 acre lot.  These properties were less than 2 miles 
from John Skinner’s farm at Pitman Grove.  They were owned by Skinner by 1818.

The Richwood properties fronted on today’s Rt. 609.  Back in the day, this road had many 
names including ‘The Landing Road’.  Richwood itself, which has never been more than a 
confluence of roads from other towns, has had many historical names.  An early nickname for
the area - ‘Helltown’, can be attributed to Richard Skinner taking over his father’s land in 
1821 and opening a tavern that did not sit well with others.

Many deeds of the 1800’s give small clues as to the details of the 100 and 40 acre parcels 
previously owned by John Skinner.  As deeds begin to be digitized and indexed, more clues 
will be uncovered.  

Guesstimated Location of the 100 + 40 Acres at Richwood
[Rand McNally Map, KDS]

The 100 plus 40 acre land parcels occupied about a third of the 360 acres that sit between Rt. 322 to
the north, Rt. 609 to the west, Rt. 667 to the east and Williamson Lane to the south 

[research of William H. ‘Bill’ Skinner]



66

Exhibit 13– 100 ACRES and 40 ACRES at RICHWOOD  (cont.)

INFORMATION ABOUT THE RICHWOOD PROPERTIES:
[Research and Writing of William H. ‘Bill’ Skinner]

A) 100 Acre Lot at (today’s) Richwood -

Part of the 1821 sheriff's sale of John Skinner's lands was "100 acres" adjoining the lands of Archibald 
Moffett, David Wolfe and William Sharp and others in Greenwich Twp

Let's examine where the David Wolfe lands were:

1)  Part of a mortgage recorded for 19 acres of land purchased by Michael Turner from David 
Wolfe 4/1/1818 talks about a boundary stake in Clems Run and bordering the lands of Samuel 
French.

Examination of a modern map shows Clems Run crosses the Rt. 609 Richwood to Elmer Rd in 
today's Harrison Twp (This road was called part of the Ellis Mill Rd where it crosses Clems Run 
in the early 1800's and this land was part of Greenwich Twp in the early 1800's.)

2)  Part of a mortgage from Josiah Beckett and his wife to David Wolfe 3/14/1818 for 230 acres of
land in Greenwich Twp says the lands bordered Samuel French's land and Francis A. Campbell's 
land.  Part of the boundary was a line that ran N89E (that' 89 degree East of true North - almost 
directly East) 45 chains or 2970 ft to a stake in the road leading to Ellis Mill then along this said 
road N11degE (the Richwood to Elmer Rd today runs 11degEast of true North - hence it was the 
old road to Ellis Mill) 40 chains or 2640 ft to a stake in the middle of the road from which the 
boundary line turns and runs 31°West of true North.  This David Wolfe land was on the West side 

of today's Rt. 609;  the White Horse Tavern was on the East side of the same road (opposite the 
present Methodist Church)  [Kevin Note – opposite the church cemetery to be exact.].

1818, Mortgage from Josiah Beckett to David Wolfe;  In 1821, the Wolfe property was said to 
border the land of John Skinner:
Beginning at a pine knot, corner to Samuel French’s line; then 1st, along the same, South 27° East 38 

chains to a stake in same French’s line, corner to the lower part of the field; then 2nd, by Francis [?] 
Campbell’s land, North 39° East 45 chains to a stake in the road leading to Ellis’ Mill; then 3rd, along said 
road, North 11° East [Rt. 609 is 11 degrees east of North] 40 chains & 30 links to a stake in the middle of 

the road, corner to Simkins’ land; then 4th, North 31° West eight chains & 50 links to a stake, corner to 

Isaac Murphy’s land; then 5th, South 72° West 71 chains to the beginning; containing two hundred and 

sixty acres of land, … [KDS]
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Exhibit 13– 100 ACRES and 40 ACRES at RICHWOOD  (cont.)

The 5 acre White Horse Tavern lot was East of today's Rt. 609 Richwood to Elmer Rd (the old Ellis 
Mill Rd) almost directly across from today's Richwood Methodist Church and cemetery.  When it 
was sold by Richard Skinner in 1828, it was bounded on 3 of 4 sides by Richard Skinner's other 
lands.  Since the White Horse Tavern lot was bought by Richard Skinner in the 1821 sheriff's sale 
of his father's property and this 1821 sheriff's sale is the first known instance where Richard 
Skinner purchased land, the White Horse Tavern lot was probably surrounded by another "95 
acres" of land purchased at the same time in the neighborhood of the lands owned by Archibald 
Moffett, David Wolfe and Willia Sharp.

1828, Deed from Richard Skinner to John Richards, White Horse Tavern Lot (this portion of 
Skinner’s land appears to have crossed to the west side of Rt. 609 a bit):
Beginning at a stone in the line of land formerly Isaac Browning’s, now belonging to said Richard Skinner; 
thence, in part by his line, South seventy-six degrees and thirty minutes East seven chains and fifteen links 
to a post; then, with said Skinner’s other land, South eleven degrees and fifteen minutes West [parallels Rt. 
609] eight chains and ninety-three links to a post; then, by said Skinner’s other land, North seventy-six 
degrees and thirty minutes West four chains and twenty-five links to a post in the middle of the landing 
road [Rt. 609]; thence North six degrees and thirty minutes West [west side of Rt. 609] nine chains and 
fifty links to the corner first named; containing five acres, strict measure;  which piece of land is part of the 
same land which the said Richard Skinner purchased of Benjamin Wilkins, Esquire, then High Sheriff of 
the County of Gloucester, by deed bearing date the thirteenth day of February 1821, and is commonly 
known by the name of the White Horse Tavern lot … [KDS]

The land bounded by today's Richwood-Elmer Rd (Rt 609), the Mullica Hill to Glassboro Rd (Rt. 
322), the Richwood-Aura Rd (Rt. 667) and Williamson Rd containing roughly 360 acres.  The 
bulk of John Skinner's 100 acres (later Richard Skinner's 100 acres) near Archibald Moffett, David
Wolfe and William Sharp must have been in the area bounded by these 4 roads.

Richard Skinner did purchase 35 acres of land from David Wolfe in Greenwich Twp 1/20/1824 (Book 
MM, p84)

Richard Skinner sold some land in ____as recorded in Book J5 on page 58.  This land apparently 
bordered the old White Horse Tavern property, but the writing is so light few other words can be 
distinguished.  [Note from KDS – this property actually fronted on Lamb’s Rd. next to the Mt. 
Pleasant School according to my notes].
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Exhibit 13– 100 ACRES and 40 ACRES at RICHWOOD  (cont.)

B) 40 Acre Lot at (today’s) Richwood -

Another part of the 1821 sheriff's sale of John Skinner's lands was "40 acres" adjoining lands of 
George Moffett, Richard Moffett and others in (old) Greenwich Township.

Let's examine where these lands were:
1. On 6/24/1818 George Moffett sold 30 acres of land in Greenwich Twp to William Sharp (Book DD, 

pp279+280).  This land bordered John Skinner's land (for a distance of 34 chains, 2244 ft) plus 
Archibald Moffett's land plus other land owned by George Moffett.  The boundary line ran almost 
due North to a post in the middle of the public road leading from Mullica Hill to Glassborough 
(today's Rt 322) then along the middle of the said road S68degE (toward Glassboro) 8 chains or 
528' to another post in the middle of the road and then the boundary line turned and went 21deg 
East of "True South" - thus this land was on the South side of today's Rt 322 which runs West to 
East.

2. Sixty-four acres of Richard Moffett's lands were sold in a sheriff's sale 6/2/1826 (Book QQ, pp534-
538).  This land (called the Cabin Run property) was later purchased by Richard Skinner who later
sold it to his son Nathan T. Skinner along with 19 acres of land Richard bought from the sheriff's 
sale of his father's land in 1821.  Thirty-two of these 64 acres formerly owned by Richard Moffett 
are part of George Reuter's farm on the west side of the Richwood Ave Rd.  Cabin Run is a very 
little stream or ditch that runs into (empties into) Clems Run.

It looks as if John Skinner's 40 acres near the lands of George Moffett and Richard Moffett were within
the area enclosed by today's Richwood-Elmer Rd (Rt. 609), Mullica Hill-Glassboro Rd (Rt322), 
Richwood to Aura Rd (Rt. 667) and Williamson Rd.  That area, now in Harrison Twp, was part of 
old Greenwich Twp.
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Exhibit 14 - 1820, NEWSPAPER CREDITOR NOTICE
[Laurel Damon Steffes, 2000]

20 Dec 1820;  see Second Box, Right-Hand Column
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Exhibit 15 – 1821, SHERIFF’S AUCTION of JOHN SKINNER’S LANDS
[Based on the research of Laurel Damon Steffes, 2000]

By 1820, John T. Skinner was running into money problems.  John had been doing some type 
of contractual work for the large glassmaker in Glassboro, NJ, which operated under many 
names in the 1800’s, but was called Edward Carpenter & Co. at the time.  Peter Wickoff filed 
suit against John Skinner on behalf of himself and Edward Carpenter, deceased, the partners 
of the company.  The suit was heard by the Inferior Court of Common Pleas representing 
Gloucester County where the work had been carried out.

The work being done by Skinner for the glass works was not specified, but it was common for 
the glass works to have items like wooden shipping boxes and other items fabricated by 
others.

The court found for Wickoff for $155 dollars for “damages he had sustained as well as by 
occasion of the non-performance of certain promises and undertakings by John T. Skinner’.  
John could not come up with the money so the court further said “if sufficient goods and 
chattels of the said John Skinner could not be found in this county” ….. “said damages to be 
made of the lands, tenements and real estate” of John Skinner.  The court laid out a timetable
for obtaining the money from John.

In 1820, creditors of John were notified by newspaper.  In 1821, Sheriff Benjamin Wilkins of 
Gloucester County, acting under court orders, put all of John’s lands up for sale at auction.  
The land consisted of the 17 acre lot and Old Smith’s Place farm at Pitman Grove and two lots 
totaling 140 acres at Richwood.  

John’s son Richard Skinner Sr. bid $1000 and was the winning bidder.

This was a successful move on the part of Richard Skinner.  In 1822, Richard  turned around 
and sold the Pitman Grove properties to his brother-in-law Nathan Thompson for twice the 
price he paid at auction for all of his father’s property.  So his father’s debts were paid off, the
home of John and Patience at Old Smith’s Place stayed in the family and Richard ended up 
with $1000 profit and all of his father’s land at Richwood.  Richard (Rev. Richard Skinner) 
would go on to a lifetime of involvement in numerous land transactions which would enable 
him to provide land for several generations of Skinners.

The resale of the Pitman Grove lands by Richard Skinner and later resales of the land by 
others provide a better description of the land than the original deed from Sheriff Wilkins to 
Richard Skinner, which was short on description and failed to mention the 17 acres at Pitman 
Grove.
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Exhibit 16 - 1821 DEED, SHERIFF WILKINS to RICHARD SKINNER
[Research of Laurel Damon Steffes, 2000]

Sheriff Wilkins to Richard Skinner, 30 Feb 1821, Deed HH, p88
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Exhibit 16 - 1821 DEED, SHERIFF WILKINS to RICHARD SKINNER  (cont.)

1821, Sheriff Wilkins to Richard Skinner, Deed Translation:

This Indenture, made the thirteenth day of February in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred

and twenty-one, between Benjamin Wilkins, Sheriff of the County of Gloucester in the State of New

Jersey, of the one part, and Richard Skinner of the Township of Greenwich in the County and State

aforesaid, of the other part:

Whereas, on the twenty-first day of June in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty,

a certain writ of the State of New Jersey, commonly called a Pluries Fieri Facias, issued out of the

Inferior Court of Common Pleas of the said County of Gloucester, directed to the said Benjamin

Wilkins, then and still Sheriff of the County of Gloucester, and was afterward, to wit, on the first

day of July in the year last aforesaid, returned to the said Benjamin Wilkins; by which said writ it

was commanded that of the goods and chattels of John Skinner within his county he should cause

to be made the sum of one hundred and fifty-five dollars, which Peter Wykoff, surviving partner of

Reuben Carpenter, deceased, had lately recovered before the Judges of the Inferior Court of

Common Pleas holden at Woodbury, in and for the said County of Gloucester, for his damages

sustained by reason of the nonperformance of certain promises and undertakings by the said John

Skinner, as well as for his costs and charges expended in that behalf, whereof he had recovery.

And if sufficient goods and chattels of the said John Skinner could not be found in the county whereby

the damages aforesaid might be satisfied, the sheriff was further commanded to cause the whole,

or so much as might be required, of the said damages to be made of the lands, tenements,

hereditaments and real estate of which the said John Skinner was seized on the twenty-first day of

June in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty, or at any time afterward, in

whosesoever hands the same might then be; and that he should have that money before the Judges

aforesaid on the first Tuesday of October then next ensuing, to render to the said Peter Wykoff,

surviving partner as aforesaid, for his damages aforesaid — as by the said writ, remaining lawfully

of record in the Clerk's Office of the said County of Gloucester in Liber A of Executions, case folio

87, more fully appears.
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Exhibit 16 - 1821 DEED, SHERIFF WILKINS to RICHARD SKINNER  (cont.)

By virtue of which same writ, and in obedience thereto, Benjamin Wilkins, then and still being Sheriff

of the said County of Gloucester, on the said first Tuesday of October, at Woodbury aforesaid, before

the Judges aforesaid, made return that by virtue of the said writ he had levied on all the personal

property of the defendant, which, subject to prior encumbrances, left a balance of one cent

remaining, as by the said writ and the return thereon endorsed, of record in the Clerk's Office of

the said County of Gloucester, may more fully appear.

And whereas the said Benjamin Wilkins, Sheriff as aforesaid, by virtue of the said writ, and in obedience

to the same, and in pursuance of an Act of the Legislature of New Jersey in such case made and

provided, caused advertisements, signed by himself, of the intended sale of the aforesaid premises

to be put up in at least five of the most public places of the said County of Gloucester — one of which

was in the Township of Greenwich, in which the premises hereinafter described lie — giving notice

of the time and place at which the same would be exposed to sale, for at least two months previous

thereto; and, having also caused the same to be published in a public newspaper printed in the said

State and circulating most generally in the said County of Gloucester, for at least one month

previous thereto, did, on the day and at the place so by him appointed — to wit, on the fifth day of

January in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty-one, at Woodbury, between

the hours of twelve and five o'clock in the afternoon — expose the premises hereinafter described,

being the same lands so by him levied on, to sale by public vendue.

And afterward, on the same day, between the hours of twelve and five in the afternoon, he adjourned

the sale of the said premises until the second day of February, at Woodbury, between the hours of

twelve and five in the afternoon; and on the day last aforesaid did again adjourn the sale of the said

premises until the tenth day of February, at Woodbury, between the hours of twelve and five in the

afternoon, and again exposed the said premises hereinafter described to sale by public vendue; and

the said Richard Skinner then bidding the most for the said premises hereinafter described — the

sum of one thousand dollars — and no one bidding more than that sum, the said premises were, in

due and open manner, cried off and sold to the said Richard Skinner.



74

Exhibit 16 - 1821 DEED, SHERIFF WILKINS to RICHARD SKINNER  (cont.)

Now this Indenture Witnesseth, that the said Benjamin Wilkins, Sheriff of the County of Gloucester, by

virtue of the authority given him and by direction of the said writ, and in consideration of the sum

of one thousand dollars to him in hand paid by the said Richard Skinner before the sealing and

delivery of these presents (the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged), hath acquitted and

discharged, and by these presents doth acquit and discharge, the said Richard Skinner, his heirs,

executors and administrators, forever; and hath granted, bargained, sold, aliened, conveyed and

confirmed, and by these presents doth grant, bargain, sell, alien, enfeoff, convey and confirm, unto

the said Richard Skinner, his heirs and assigns forever, all the real estate of the said John Skinner

situate in the Township of Greenwich, in the County of Gloucester, being three several tracts of land,

to wit:

The first tract lies adjoining the Moffett Tract, lands of Joseph Cook, James Matlack and others,

containing two hundred acres, more or less.

The second tract lies adjoining lands of George Moffatt, Richard Moffatt and others, containing forty

acres, more or less.

The third tract lies adjoining lands of Richard Moffett, David Wolf, William Sharp and others,

containing one hundred acres, more or less.

Together with all and singular the houses, outhouses, orchards, woods, waters, watercourses, liberties,

privileges, hereditaments and appurtenances to the same belonging or in any wise appertaining, in

as full and ample a manner as the said John Skinner, or any person or persons under him, has,

have, or ought to have, hold and enjoy the same; and also all the estate, right, title, interest,

property, claim and demand whatsoever which the said John Skinner had, or might or could have

had, at the time of the judgment aforesaid against him, or which the said Benjamin Wilkins, Sheriff

as aforesaid, now hath, or ought to have, of, in and to the above-granted and bargained premises,

and every part and parcel thereof.

To Have and To Hold all and singular the above-granted and bargained tract of land and premises, with

the appurtenances, unto the said Richard Skinner, his heirs and assigns, to the only proper use and

behoof of the said Richard Skinner, his heirs and assigns, forever.
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Exhibit 16 - 1821 DEED, SHERIFF WILKINS to RICHARD SKINNER  (cont.)

In Witness Whereof, the said Benjamin Wilkins, Sheriff aforesaid, hath hereunto set his hand and seal

the day and year first above written.

Ben Wilkins, Shff.  [Seal]

Signed, sealed and delivered in the presence of Jacob Glover, Wm. Trenor [?].

Personally appeared before me, the subscriber, one of the Judges of the Inferior Court of Common Pleas

in and for the County of Gloucester in the State of New Jersey, Benjamin Wilkins, Sheriff of the

said County, the grantor named in the within conveyance, and acknowledged that he signed, sealed

and delivered the same as his voluntary act and deed, the contents thereof being first made known

to him; and I, being satisfied that he is the grantor mentioned in the said deed, do certify the same.

Acknowledged before me this thirteenth day of February in the year of our Lord one thousand eight

hundred and twenty-one.

Jacob Glover

Recorded February 13th, 1821. — J. J. Foster, Clerk.

Summary

In short: John Skinner owed a debt/judgment of $155 plus costs to Peter Wykoff (surviving partner of

the firm of Wykoff & Carpenter). When Skinner's personal property proved insufficient to satisfy

the judgment, Sheriff Benjamin Wilkins seized and, after public advertisement and postponed

sales, auctioned Skinner's real estate in Greenwich Township, Gloucester County — three tracts

totaling roughly 200, 40, and 100 acres. Richard Skinner was the high bidder at $1,000, and this

deed conveys all of John Skinner's right, title and interest in those three tracts to Richard Skinner.

The deed was acknowledged and recorded on February 13, 1821.
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Exhibit 16 - 1821 DEED, SHERIFF WILKINS to RICHARD SKINNER  (cont.)

Note from Laurel Damon Steffes, 2001
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Exhibit 17 – 1822, SALE of PITMAN GROVE LANDS By RICHARD SKINNER

In 1822, Richard Skinner sold the Pitman Grove lands of his father that Richard had won at 
auction the previous year.  These lands were sold to Richard’s brother-in-law Capt. Nathan 
Thompson, husband of Richard’s wife Martha.  Richard sold the land for $2000, twice what he
paid for all of his father’s land at auction the previous year.  Nathan Thompson financed his 
purchase with a mortgage from Richard.

The Pitman Grove lands consisted of his parent’s 200 acre farm called ‘Old Smiths Place’ and 
the nearby 17 acre plot his father had purchased in 1789.  The 17 acres had been included in 
the 1821 auction though it was not specifically mentioned.  

The deed from Richard Skinner to Nathan Thompson includes the mark of John T. Skinner and
is one of just a few times that John appears in the records with his middle initial.

Richard held on to the 100 acre and 40 acres lots at Richwood that were also part of his 1821 
auction purchase.  
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Exhibit 17 – 1822, SALE of PITMAN GROVE LANDS By RICHARD SKINNER  (cont.)

Richard Skinner to Nathan Thompson, 30 Sep 1822, Deed GG, p404

Includes Mark of John T. Skinner
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Exhibit 17 – 1822, SALE of PITMAN GROVE LANDS By RICHARD SKINNER  (cont.)

1822, Richard Skinner to Nathan Thompson, Deed Translation:

This Indenture, made the thirtieth day of September, A.D. eighteen hundred and twenty-two, between

Richard Skinner and Mary his wife, and John Skinner and Patience his wife, all of the Township of

Greenwich in the County of Gloucester and State of New Jersey, of the first part, and Nathan

Thompson, late of the same place, and Martha his wife, of the second part:

Witnesseth, that the said parties of the first part, for and in consideration of the sum of two thousand

dollars, money of the United States, to them in hand well and truly paid by the said party of the

second part at and before the sealing and delivery of these presents (the receipt whereof is hereby

acknowledged), and the said parties of the first part being thereof fully satisfied, contented and

paid, Have Given, Granted, Bargained, Sold, Aliened, Enfeoffed, Conveyed and Confirmed, and by

these presents Do Give, Grant, Bargain, Sell, Alien, Enfeoff, Convey and Confirm, unto the said

party of the second part, their heirs and assigns forever, all the two tracts or parcels of land and

premises hereinafter described, situate, lying and being in the Township of Greenwich in the

County and State aforesaid, to wit:

(1) One tract bounding on Chestnut Branch, on lands late of Swaine, and on lands of Rosman [?] Dilkes,

and on Alford's Survey, late Thomas Tabor's land, called Smith's Old Place; which land and

premises Thomas Tabor, by his last Will and Testament, did devise and bequeath unto John

Skinner and to his wife Patience Skinner, their heirs and assigns, and which Richard Skinner

purchased at Sheriff's sale of Benjamin Wilkins, Esquire, Sheriff — reference being had to the

record will more fully appear — containing about two hundred acres, be the same more or less.

(2) Beginning at a pine tree, corner of Thomas Smith's and John Alford's Survey, late Thomas Tabor's,

and running thence by the same, first, south [ninety?] two degrees west twenty-seven chains to a

white oak sapling (2); thence by land of Isaac Terripin the following courses: north eighty degrees

east six chains and eighty links to a small white oak (3); north thirty-five degrees and thirty minutes

east two chains and thirty links to a pine (4); north fifty-two degrees and forty-five minutes east

nine chains and seventy-eight links to a stone in the line of Alford's Survey (5); north twenty degrees

west seventeen chains and ten links to the corner first named — containing seventeen acres of land,

which land and premises John Skinner bought of Isaac Terripin by his deed dated the 25th of

September, 1789, and which land and premises Richard Skinner bought at Sheriff's sale of

Benjamin Wilkins, Sheriff.
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Exhibit 17 – 1822, SALE of PITMAN GROVE LANDS By RICHARD SKINNER  (cont.)

Together with all and singular the profits, privileges and advantages, with the appurtenances to the

same belonging or in any wise appertaining; also all the estate, right, title, interest, property, claim

and demand whatsoever of the said parties of the first part, of, in and to the same, and of and to

every part and parcel thereof.

To Have and To Hold all and singular the above tracts of land and premises, with the appurtenances,

unto the said party of the second part, their heirs and assigns, to the only proper use, benefit and

behoof of the said party of the second part, their heirs and assigns, forever.

And the said Richard Skinner and Mary his wife, and John Skinner and Patience his wife, do covenant

to and with the said Nathan Thompson and Martha his wife, their heirs, executors, administrators

and assigns, that, having in themselves good right, full power and absolute authority to sell, convey

and confirm the premises aforesaid, they will warrant and defend the premises forever against the

lawful claims of any person or persons claiming any estate, right or interest of, in or to the premises

under them, or any of them, according to the true intent and meaning of this Indenture.

In Witness Whereof, the said Richard Skinner and Mary his wife, and John Skinner and Patience his

wife, have hereunto set their hands and seals the day and year first above written.

Richard Skinner  [Seal]
Mary Skinner  [Seal]
John Skinner  [Seal]

Patience Skinner  [Seal]

Sealed and delivered in the presence of John Ffirth.
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Exhibit 17 – 1822, SALE of PITMAN GROVE LANDS By RICHARD SKINNER  (cont.)

Gloucester County, ss: Personally appeared before John Ffirth, one of the Judges of the Court of

Common Pleas in and for the County of Gloucester, Richard Skinner and Mary his wife, and John

Skinner and Patience his wife, the grantors of the within premises and deed, and severally

acknowledged that they signed, sealed and delivered the same for the purposes therein expressed.

And the said Mary Skinner and Patience Skinner, being by me privately examined apart from their

husbands, did severally acknowledge that they signed, sealed and delivered the same of their free

will and accord, without any fear, threats or compulsion of their respective husbands, the contents

being first made known to them; and I, being satisfied that they were the true and real grantors of

the above-described premises, taken and acknowledged before me this thirtieth day of September,

A.D. eighteen hundred and twenty-two.

John Ffirth

Recorded October 12, 1822. — J. J. Foster, Clerk.
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Exhibit 18 – Who Were The Haniseys?, OVERVIEW

Patience was one of five daughters of James Hanisey and Mary Gibson.

James Hanisey & Mary Gibson were married 23 March 1754.  The church record spells the 
name HANESEY.  The later record for the marriage of daughter Patience to first husband 
Jonathan Hendrickson (Henricson) uses the spelling HANISEY, the most common spelling of 
the name.

The Hanisey daughters:
Sarah ‘Lucy’ Hanisey – md. Henry Leeman;  lived Greenwich Twp.
Mary  – md. John Fowler;  lived Deptford Twp.
Hannah  – md. Henry Fullerton;  lived Greenwich Twp.
Patience  – md. (1) Jonathan Hendrickson;  (2) John Skinner;  lived Greenwich Twp.
Rebecca  – md. George Gribble;  lived Philadelphia

1750

Mary Gibson was Willed 117 ½ acres by her brother William Gibson in 1750.  This was half the
plantation where William resided, a plantation he had inherited from his father Luke Gibson.  
The other half was Willed by William to his brother Luke who was living on a neighboring 
plantation at the time.  William Gibson died in the 1755-1759 timeframe.  Brother Luke was 
his Executor.

The lands inherited by Mary and her brother Luke fronted on the north bank of the Mantua 
Creek in Deptford Twp. where the town of Wenonah is today.  The Mantua Creek in this area 
was the dividing line between Deptford Twp. to the north and Greenwich Twp. to the south.  

When brother Luke later died in 1768, executor Caleb Gibson, another brother, sold some 
portion of Luke’s land adjoining the Haniesey land to Jonathan Chew and it became Chew’s 
primary home and plantation.

Mary’s inherited land became the home and only property of Mary and James Hanisey during 
their lifetimes.
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Exhibit 18 – Who Were The Haniseys?, OVERVIEW  (cont.)

1763

Abraham Dilkes and the land of the Haniseys, originally inherited by Mary Hanisey, shared a 
propertly line that ran back from the Mantua Creek loosely following a tributary called the 
Break Back Run.  In 1763, the Haniseys sold 2 ½ acres of their inherited land along the Break 
Back Run to Dilkes.  The sale included some meadowland that bordered other meadowland 
that the Haniseys were renting from Dilkes.  Hanisey provided a mortgage to Dilkes to help 
finance the transaction.  With this sale, the Hanisey property was reduced to 115 acres, 
though the origninal 117 ½ acres was copied in deeds for years to come.

1763, 1764, 1765, 1774

James Hanisey was involved in several law-breaking incidents – usually trespassing.

Deed from Caleb Gibson to the Haniseys, 19 Apr 1775

Caleb Gibson sold 117 ½ acres to the Haniseys.  This is a confusing in that the deed mentions  
that this was the same 117 acres that William Gibson had already Willed to Mary in 1750.  
Later deeds that give a history of this land give no indication Caleb Gibson ever owned it.  The
Haniseys paid just 5 shillings for the land, so this deed seems more of an affirmation that 
Mary Hanisey had already inherited it.  Note that Caleb was previously Executor for his 
deceased brother Luke, and Luke, in turn, was Executor of their brother William.

The deed provides a guarantee from the Haniseys that Caleb and his brother Joshua would 
still have access  to the ‘Landing’ (Hanisey’s Landing) which was a part of the Hanisey 
waterfront on the Mantua Creek.

This 1775 deed from Caleb to Mary gives a good description of the Hanisey land.  The 
northwest (downstream) side of the land adjoined the property of Abraham Dilkes.  The 
Dilkes/Hanisey line ran back from the creek somewhat following a meandering tributary of 
the creek called the ‘Break Back Run’.  (Most of this tributary was on the Hanisey side of the 
line.)  
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Exhibit 18 – Who Were The Haniseys?, OVERVIEW  (cont.)

Per the 1775 deed, the southeast (upstream) side of Mary’s land bordered two plantations of 
Jonathan Chew.  The first plantation sat along the Mantua Creek next to the Hanisey 
property.  This plantation was land originally Willed by Mary’s father Luke Gibson to Mary’s 
brother Luke [ref. 1750, Will of William Gibson], and at Luke’s death, was re-sold to Jonathan 
Chew [ref. 1775, Deed of Caleb Gibson, a different land history than explained in the Stone 
House Farm article].  Chew later expanded this property to contain 180 acres encompassing a 
neighboring structure called the Stone House Inn/Tavern built years earlier by Samuel Moffet.
After the Chew plantation was re-sold to Robert Sparks Sr. in 1779, the property gradually 
took on the name ‘Stone House Farm’.

A second plantation of Chew, 500 acres in size, stretched from the first Chew plantation to 
the line of Abraham Dilkes.  The Hanisey property, sitting on the Mantua Creek, was encirled 
by the two plantations of Jonathan Chew and the property of Dilkes. 

Today’s town of Wenonah sits roughly where the Hanisey property and the two plantations of
Jonathan Chew were located in the late 1700’s.  The northwest boundary of today’s Wenonah
follows the Dilkes/Hanisey line of the 1700’s.

Deed from the Haniseys to John Leonard, 20 Nov 1775

The Haniseys sold less than 1/12 of an acre of Hanisey’s Landing to John Leonard, providing 
Leonard with access to the Mantua Creek.  The land ran along the low tide line of the creek 
for a distance of just 33 feet and inland 99 feet to Hanisey’s Landing Road near the Dilkes Mill 
Race, a body of water that is probably the Break Back Run that runs back from the Mantua 
Creek to the mill of Abraham Dilkes [see map Wenonah 1770-1870].

This deed provides an interesting history of this parcel of land of the Haniseys:
Part of the 117 ½ acres Willed by William Gibson to Mary Gibson in 1750.
Part of the land Willed to William Gibson by his father Luke Gibson, 16 Feb 1741.
Part of the land Purchased by Luke from Thomas Moor 30 Jun 1726.
Thomas Moor inherited the land as heir to his father John Moor who originally  purchased 

839 acres of the estate of Robert Chinton?, 2 Dec 1697, as sold by William Warner, 
Sheriff of Gloucester County.

Repeated sales of this small piece of Hanisey Landing may or may not explain why, in the 
1800’s when the Hanisey daughters were selling their parent’s land, David Chew is described 
as a neighbor of the Haniseys, Chew’s property being situated betweent long-time neighbor 
Abraham Dilkes and the Mantua Creek.
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Exhibit 18 – Who Were The Haniseys?, OVERVIEW  (cont.)

Loyalist Jonathan Chew

In the 1770’s, Jonathan Chew owned 1300 acres of land.  His land consisted of two 
plantations north of the Mantua Creek next to the Haniseys and two plantations south of the 
creek in Greenwich Twp.  

Jonathan Chew also owned Chews Landing, consisting of 100 acres on the north side of the 
Mantua Creek downstream of both his property and the Hanisey property, adjoining the land 
of Abraham Dilkes.  Chew had originally purchased the land for Chew’s Landing from Dilkes.

1776

Jonathan Chew was a prominent Loyalist.  On 29 July 1776, at the dawn of the American 
Revolution, Jonathan Chew must have read the tea leaves.  He sold all of his properties, 
including Chews Landing and the plantation where he lived to four of his children [ref. Deed 
C20].  Presumably, this was an attempt to safeguard his properties from his Loyalist 
intentions.

1778

Jonathan Chew joined the Loyalist West Jersey Volunteers in March of 1778, as well as 
Chew’s neighbor James Hanisey and John Skinner.  Chew was an active participant and was a 
Captain in the West Jersey Volunteers with Hanisey and Skinner reporting to him.  

In 1778, the State of New Jersey started to go after Chew, Hanisey and many other Loyalists, 
though there is no mention of the state going after John Skinner.  

Jonathan Chew was one of several Loyalists for whom New Jersey sought a sentence of death.
He was given a reprieve due to sympathy for his 14 (?) children and other factors.  The fact 
that he had returned home to face justice as soon as the state had come after him also 
helped his cause.  Instead of death, his land – all 1300 acres, was taken from him in late 1778.

The seizure of his land occurred despite the fact that Chew had sold his lands to his children 
back in 1776.  Not sure what happened, but the fact that Chew’s 1776 sale to his children was
not recorded at the Gloucester County office until years later may have been a factor in the 
undoing of his plans.
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Exhibit 18 – Who Were The Haniseys?, OVERVIEW  (cont.)

On the morning of Tuesday, April 13, the plantation where Jonathan Chew resided on the 
Mantua Creek next to the Haniseys was auctioned off to Robert Sparks Sr.  The money 
changed hands on April 30.  Jonathan Chew’s 500 acre plantation, also next to the Haniseys, 
was purchased by William Tatum.  Deeds confirm the purchases by Sparks [Deed B82] and 
Tatum [Deed A124].  Both deeds indicated that these two plantations were located next to 
land of James Hanisey, ‘late of said county’ – Loyalist James Hanisey was serving in the West 
Jersey Volunteers at the time.

Loyalist James Hanisey

James Hanisey, neighbor of Jonathan Chew, enlisted in the West Jersey Volunteers in March 
of 1778, same as his future son-in-law John Skinner.  As with Jonathan Chew, the State of NJ 
come after Haniesey in late 1778.  He was found guilty of joining enemy forces and taking 
citizens as prisoners.  These were serious crimes, but not nearly as serious as the death 
penalty initially sought for Jonathan Chew.  The land of James Hanisey was seized in late 1778
and set to be auctioned off at a Sheriff’s Sale.  The Hanisey land was described as consisting of
a house and 100 acres on the Mantua Creek bordering land of Jonathan Chew.  Because of 
their close proximity to one another, the Hanisey and Chew lands were scheduled to be 
auctioned off at the same place, day and time in 1779.

The sale of Jonathan Chew’s lands had resulted in deeds being issued to the purchasers.  In 
the case of Hanisey, there is no surviving evidence that the sale of his 100 acres took place or 
to whom.

The Land of James Hanisey

Like Jonathan Chew, James Hanisey disappeared from the Loyalist muster rolls after the 
muster of July, 1778 and he is presumed to have deserted the Loyalist ranks in the Fall of 
1778 when his lands were seized.
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Exhibit 18 – Who Were The Haniseys?, OVERVIEW  (cont.)

Tax Records

The Haniseys do not appear in the earliest Deptford Twp. tax records of the 1770’s.  Most of 
those records were lost to history.  

Mary Hanisey makes her first appearance in the tax rolls of Nov., 1779 and Feb., 1780.  She is 
shown as Head of Household, an indication that James had not returned to Gloucester County
at this time.  Mary is not shown as owning any land, an indication that the Hanisey farm of 
116 acres had been seized by the state, and possibly auctioned off.

In 1781, James Hanisey is back in Gloucester County.  He appears on the tax rolls in January 
and April of 1781 in Greenwich Twp. where he and Mary apparently found temporary 
quarters.  In Apr. 1782, James Hanisey is back in Deptford Twp.  He is shown as the Head of 
Household and having a home and 100 acres of improved land (their ‘unimproved’ 
meadowland was not taxed).  So the sale of the 100 acres of Hanisey land scheduled for 1779 
apparently never occurred.  

James Hanisey remained on the Deptford Twp. tax rolls with the same 100 acres until the last 
published tax roll of 20 June 1802.

1783

In 1783, Mary wrote her Will providing her land and buildings to the Hanisey’s five daughters.
Not sure when Mary died but her 1783 Will indicated death was near.  Mary’s land would 
have been jointly owned with her husband James.  But her 1783 Will, which James signed off 
on, limited his options after her death as the land had to be preserved for their daughters.

After Mary’s death the land stayed with her husband until he died as well.  James Hanisey 
died some time between June, 1802, when he appeared in the last surviving tax rolls and 
1804, when his daughters began selling the land.

Upon the death of James Hanisey, each of the five daughters (and their spouses) inherited a 
1/5 share of their parent’s 115 acres.  Apparently, the families had no use for this small 
amount of land late in their lives and each family turned around and sold their shares in 
individual transactions that occurred from 1804 to 1809.  All of them sold their shares to 
James Dilkes.  As a part of this, Patience and husband John Skinner sold their share to James 
Dilkes in 1805.  



88

Exhibit 18 – Who Were The Haniseys?, OVERVIEW  (cont.)

Each daughters share was defined as being 1/5 of the total land.  A specific geographic chunk 
per daughter was never defined.

The deeds of sale of the daughter’s land show that the 115 acres of land sold in the 1800’s 
was the same land that was described in the records back in the 1770’s – so the Hanisey land 
survived the Loyalist service of James Hanisey intact.

Hanisey’s Landing

There were many landings on the Mantua Creek.  Hanisey’s Landing was a long series of docks
and warehouses (ref. Map Wenonah 1770-1870) located on the creek near the Dilkes/Hanisey
property line.  In 1775, Caleb Gibson had his sister Mary Hanisey give him rights to haul wood 
‘to the landing’.

Hanisey’s Landing was accessed by the Hanisey Landing Road which began at an intersection 
with a north/south road on Jonathan Chew’s plantations.  It then ran from Chew’s property 
from east to west across Hanisey’s property providing access to Hanisey’s Landing, then 
Chew’s Landing and on to Carpenter’s Landing, essentially following the north bank of the 
Mantua Creek in a downstream direction.

The north/south road on Jonathan Chew’s property was a primary stage coach route and 
heavily traveled.  The road crossed the Mantua Creek at a ford on or near the Chew property. 
The only bridge in the late 1700’s was quite a distance away at Berkeley, where Kings 
Highway crosses the creek at Mt. Royal today. 

The Stone House article [The Stone House Farm, Wenonah Historic Society] describes 
Hanisey’s Landing as being owned by Jonathan Chew instead of the Haniseys.  This is incorrect
information.

Back in 1775, the Haniseys had sold 1/12 of an acre of Hanisey’s Landing to John Leonard.  
This was the first time a portion of Hanisey’s Landing was sold as a separate item.  In the 
1800’s, more of Hanisey’s Landing began to be bought and sold:

Prior to 1819 - Samuel Eastlack Willed a 1/3 right to the landing to his daugher Elizabeth.
17 Sep 1819 - Elizabeth & husband Stephen Clark sold the 1/3 right to Joseph Dilkes.
16 Jun 1825 - Joseph sold the 1/3 right to the landing to James Dilkes.
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Exhibit 18 – Who Were The Haniseys?, OVERVIEW  (cont.)

Other Facts

James Hanisey was appointed one of the managers of St. Peter’s Episcopal Church at Berkeley
(today’s Mount Royal) 
[Frank Stewart, “Notes of Old Gloucester County”, Vol III, per files of Virginia Minotty, Glou. Co. Hist. Soc.]
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Exhibit 18 – Who Were The Haniseys?, OVERVIEW  (cont.)

Ancestry of Mary Gibson

The ancestry of James Hanisey is not known.  Mary Gibson’s ancestry is well-documented.

THOMAS GIBSON (1677-1717) m. ANN ___`
Luke Gibson (1700-1744) m. 1721 Sarah Clark (1703-__)

Hannah Gibson (1733-1825)
Sarah Gibson (1735-__) m. 15 Sep 1756 John Earick (1730-__)
Luke Gibson (1722-1768)
Joshua Gibson (__-1800)
Rebekah Gibson (1734-__)
Caleb Gibson (__-after 1783) m. 7 Nov 1774 Hannah Sloane (1720-__)
William Gibson (__-1759) m. Ruth Wenn (1730-_)
Mary Gibson (__-1783)  m. 23 Mar 1754 James Hanisey (ca1730-after 26Oct1795 [KDS note - between 1802
and 1804])

Sarah Hanisey (‘Lucy’ per her mother’s Will) m. Henry Leeman, living Greenwich Twp 1804 [ref. Deed 
U142]
Patience Hanisey m. John Skinner, living Greenwich Twp. in 1805 [ref. Deed U143]
Mary Hanisey [died before 30 Nov 1811) m. ___ Tyre [ref. Deed U145]

Daughter Mary Tyre m. John Fowler [ref. Deed U145]
Hannah Hanisey m. Henry Fullerton, living Greenwich Twp. in 1804 [ref. Deed U142]
Rebecca Hanisey m. George Gribble, living Phila 1806 [ref. U144]

Joseph Gibson (1695-1777)
John Gibson (1697-1727
Thomas Gibson (__-1718)
Obidiah Gibson (__-1748)
Rebeckah Gibson (1721-__)
Sarah Gibson (1722-__)
Joseph Gibson II (__-1815)
Elizabeth Gibson (1729-1759)
Dorcas Gibson (1732-1755)
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Exhibit 18 – Who Were The Haniseys?, OVERVIEW  (cont.)

Ancestry of Mary Gibson (cont.)

WILLIAM CLARK M. MARY HERITAGE
Mary Heritage Clark (1682-1730) m. Nathaniel Chew (1678-1731)

Elizabeth Chew (1705-1766) m1. David Roe;  m2. 1728, Benjamin Taber (1704-1737or1738), m1. Elizabeth 
Bolten)

Martha Taber (1720-1780) m. Joseph Hedger (1716-__)
Deborah Hedger (1738-1801) md Richard Cheesman (1732-1799)

John Taber (1727-1760)
Thomas Taber (1729-1811; m1.  Skinner?; m2. Margaret Regan (1743-__) widower.
[Margaret Ragan was born Margaret Young and married (h1) Timothy Ragan.  She received land as 
widow Margaret Ragan in 1763 [ref. Deed O424].  Margaret married (h2) Thomas Taber 5 Apr 1764 [ref. 
Deed O424].  Margaret Regan had a brother whose son was Timothy Young, a minor in 1777 [Deed 
O424].  Thomas Taber also had a relationship to niece? Margaret Young (1768-__) who married (h1) 
Robert Sparks Jr (1766-1792) with sons Thomas and Robert Ure Sparks.  Robert Sparks Jr. was a son of 
Robert Sr. who lived (1730-1812) and md. Mary Ann Cheeseman. Smallwood (1728-1807).  Sparks Jr. 
died previous to his father [ref.  Stone House Farm article].  His wife remarried (h2) but was again left a 
widow [ref. Will of Thomas Taber].  Thomas Taber also referred to Rebecca Young as his granddaughter 
who married 18 Jun 1796 Samuel Blackwood (1789-1819) [Deed L128] and had sons Thomas & Joseph 
Blackwood [Thomas Taber Will].

Hannah Taber m2. John m2. ___ Lawder, m1. ___ Foster [Will of Thomas Taber]
Son Joseph Foster [Will of Thomas Taber

Margaret Taber (d. 1810) m. John Ffirth III, Esq. [per Bible information]
Children:  John, Judith, Henry [John & Henry mentioned in Will of Thomas Taber]

Note also there was a Margaret Taber (1742-1777) who md. Abraham Dilkes (1745- )
Children – Anne Dilkes (1761-_), Hannah (1761-1859), Joseph (1762-1830), Thomas (1762-1830) 
and James Dilkes (1763-1850).

Susannah Chew (1708-1779)
Richard Chew (1710-1759)
Nathaniel Chew (1710-1754)
Joseph Chew (1712-1753)
Jeffrey Chew (1714-1774) m. Amy Ann Driver (1713-1773)

Jonathan Chew (1733-1799; Loyalist, West Jersey Volunteers) m. (w1) Mary Sweeten (1736-1774) and 
md. By 1777 (w2) Mary ____, identified as step-mother to Jonathan’s children - Jonathan, Jeffrey, 
William, Joseph (minor) and daughters Sarah, Ann and Pamela [ref. Deed C20]
David Chew (Will proven 1815) md. Hannah Stille

Jonathan Chew
Elizabeth Chew (1776-1836) md. Jonathan Hendrickson(1784-1875). Jonathan m2. ___.
Samuel Chew

Other Children of Jeffrey and Amy Not Shown Here.
Mercy Chew (1718-__)
Prescilla Chew (1720-__)

Sarah Clark (1703-__) and other siblings
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EXHIBIT 19 – MAP of TODAY’S WENONAH

Today’s Wenonah [Wikimedia.com]

The Hanisey’s and their neighbor Jonathan Chew occupied the location of today’s Wenonah.
The northeastern border of today’s Wenonah, roughly following the Break Back Run, appears to be

the same as the Abraham Dilkes / Hanisey property line back in the second half of the 1700’s.
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EXHIBIT 20 – MAP WENONAH N.J., 1770-1870
[published by Wenonah Historical Society, but I believe open source, as it was an image of a map sold
2015 on Ebay]

The modern Wenonah street grid, developed in 1871, is somewhat visible in the background
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Exhibit 20 - MAP WENONAH N.J. 1770-1870 (cont.)

“Compiled by M. S. Black, M.D. with data furnished by Mr. Howard C. Hendrickson* and 
studied from deeds and original surveys on file at Woodbury, NJ in the office of Mr. William 
C. Cattell, County Engineer.
* taken final years of his life”  [KDS note – recalled by Howard Hendrickson in 1935]

MAP KEY

1 —   Chew’s Landing
2 —   Creek Road to Carpenter’s Landing
3 —   Hanisey’s Landing
4 —   Mantua Creek
5 —   Chestnut Branch of the Mantua Creek
6 —   Old West Jersey Railroad
7 —   Old Ford Road
8 —   Bark Bridge Road (today’s Monroe Avenue)
9 —   Monongahela Brook
10 — Break Back Run
11 — Formerly the Abraham Dilkes / Hanisey Property Line
12 — Charles Stern Property, a portion of the 115 acres formerly owned by Hanisey
13 — Hanisey’s Landing Road
14 — Jeffrey Chew Property, later the primary residence and plantation of his son Loyalist 

Jonathan Chew.  One of four plantations owned by Jonathan Chew, all seized in 1778 
by the State of NJ.  This plantation was re-sold to Robert Sparks Sr.
“Book C, p20,21;  July 29, 1776” – this is a reference to the attempt by Jonathan Chew 
to sell all of his property to his children.

15 — Old Stone House – later part of the primary residence and plantation of Jonathan Chew, 
re-sold to Robert Sparks Sr.

16 — “Scene of Skirmish between County Militia and a British Foraging Party”
17 — Land of Isaac Stevenson, once part of a second plantation owned by Jonathan Chew.  

The two Chew plantations bordered on the Hanisey 115 acres with the Mantua Creek 
and land of Abraham Dilkes bordering the rest of the Hanisey land.

18 — Camel Back Run
19 — Today’s Mantua Avenue
20 — Today’s Woodbury Glassboro Road
21 — Ogden Road
22 — Dilkes’ Little Mill & Pond
23 — Today’s North / South Avenues and Railroad



95

Exhibit 21- 1750, WILL OF WILLIAM GIBSON

1750, Will of William Gibson
[NJ Archives, 2026 email]
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Exhibit 21 - 1750, WILL OF WILLIAM GIBSON

1750, Will of William Gibson, Translation:

In the name of God amen I William Gibson of Deptford
In the County of Gloucester and ____
Being weak of body but of a sound and perfect memory and ____
understanding do ____ this my Last Will and Testament and
desire it may be received by all of such ____.  I give to my
brother Luke Gibson one hundred and seventeen acres and a half of
land lying adjacent to his plantation where he now lives it being a
half of my plantation which was left to me by my father Luke
Gibson and the other half of my said plantation I give and begat
to my sister Mary Gibson together with my ____ ____ ____ _____
and bequeath to my sister Hannah Gibson the sum of seven pounds
current money of ____ dominion ____
Thomas Seeds which will be due September the tenth in the year
175_ ____.  I give to my sister Rebecah Gibson the sum of ten
pounds current money as above to be paid by my sister Mary ____
three years after the dates hersay.  I also make my brother Luke
Gibson sole executer of this my Last Will and Testament and
by virtue of whereof I have herunto set my hand and signed
Eighteenth day of July in the year of our Lord 1750
Dated, published and declared by the above named William
Gibson for and as his Last Will and Testament ____ in the presence of ____.

-his mark
William Gibson

[signed]
Richard Clarke
James ____
Benj. Lodge
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Exhibit 22 – 1783, WILL of MARY HANISEY
[Dated May 12, 1783, Will Book A, Pag 342, Per files of Virginia E. Minotty]
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Exhibit 22 – 1783, WILL of MARY HANISEY  (cont.)

[Will continued from previous page]
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Exhibit 23- HANISEY DEED RECORDS

1763 Deed from James Hanisey to Abraham Dilkes
[NJ Archives, 2026 email]

2 ½ acres along the Break Back Run on the Dilkes/Hanisey Line
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Exhibit 23- HANISEY DEED RECORDS  (cont.)

1763 Deed from James Hanisey to Abraham Dilkes  (cont.)
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Exhibit 23- HANISEY DEED RECORDS  (cont.)

1775 Deed from James Hanisey to John Leonard

1/12 of an acre of Hanisey Landing
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Exhibit 23- HANISEY DEED RECORDS  (cont.)

1775 Deed from James Hanisey to John Leonard  (cont.)
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Exhibit 23 - HANISEY DEED RECORDS  (cont.)

Deed Summary, Caleb Gibson to sister Mary Hanisey, 19 April 1775, Deed G, p63
[Research of William H. ‘Bill’ Skinner]

Full Version, Next Page
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Exhibit 23 - HANISEY DEED RECORDS  (cont.)

Caleb Gibson to sister Mary Hanisey, 19 April 1775, Deed G, p63
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Exhibit 23 - HANISEY DEED RECORDS  (cont.)

Caleb Gibson to sister Mary Hanisey, 19 April 1775, Deed G, p63  (cont.)
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Exhibit 23 - HANISEY DEED RECORDS  (cont.)

29 Jul 1776, Jonathan Chew to his children, Deed C p20

Jonathan Chew owned (2) plantations south of the Mantua Creek and (2) plantations north of the
Mantua Creek.  The plantations north of the creek formed the southeast border of the lands inherited
by Mary Hanisey.  Chew also owned Chew’s Landing, 100 acres along the Mantua Creek downstream
of the lands of Mary Hanisey which Chew had purchased from Abraham Dilkes.  In July, 1776 Chew
attempted to give all of his property, which totaled 1300 acres, to his four sons – Jonathan, Jeffrey,
William & Joseph with instructions that they also care for their stepmother Mary, wife of Chew, and
their sisters Sarah Cox, Ann Chew & Permely Chew.  Chew must have been unsuccessful as the lands

were seized by the State of NJ in 1779 due to his Loyalist activities.
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Exhibit 23 - HANISEY DEED RECORDS  (cont.)

29 Jul 1776, Jonathan Chew to his children, Deed C p20  (cont.)
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Exhibit 23 - HANISEY DEED RECORDS  (cont.)

30 April 1779, Gloucester County to Robert Sparks, Deed B p82

The 1300 acres owned by Jonathan Chew were seized in 1778 by Gloucester County officials
operating under direction from the State of NJ.  In 1779, the properties were auctioned off.  The

plantation that sat along the Mantua Creek on the southeast side of the lands of Mary Hanisey was
purchased by Robert Sparks (Sr.).  This was the plantation where Jonathan Chew had lived and

included the tavern building that later became known as the Old Stone House.
Chews Landing, some distance down the Mantua Creek, was also included in this sale to Sparks.  A

second plantation, adjoining the plantation where Chew had lived and also bordering the southeast
side of the lands of Mary Hanisey was sold to Wm. Tatum under separate deed.
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Exhibit 23 - HANISEY DEED RECORDS  (cont.)

`
30 April 1779, Gloucester County to Robert Sparks, Deed B p82  (cont.)
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Exhibit 23 - HANISEY DEED RECORDS  (cont.)

10 Aug 1779, Gloucester County to Wm. Tatum, Deed A, p124

Jonathan Chew’s 500 acre plantation, next to the smaller plantation where he had lived, was
auctioned off by Gloucester County to Wm Tatum.  Both of these two plantations had been
described in 1776 as being next to the Hanisey land forming the perimeter, along with the

land of Abraham Dilkes, around the land inherited by Mary Hanisey.  The deed to Wm Tatum
describes his plantation as comprising 500 acres bordering David Cooper, Benj Clark, Samuel

Eastlack, Abraham Dilkes, James Cooper and others.  This deed does not mention that this
plantation bordered two properties in the process of being adjudicated – the homestead

plantation of Jonathan Chew (sold to Robert Sparks) and Hanisey’s 575 acres.
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Exhibit 23 - HANISEY DEED RECORDS  (cont.)

12 April 1804, Henry & Sarah (Hanisey) Leeman and Henry & Hannah (Hanisey)
Fullerton to James Dilkes,  Deed U, p142

Also 14 March 1805, John & Patience (Hanisey) Skinner to James Dilkes, Deed U, p143

The (5) Hanisey daughters sold their individual 1/5 shares of the land inherited from their Mother to
James Dilkes in transactions carried out between 1804 and 1811.  Two daughters combined their land

sale to Dilkes in a single deed – thus there are (4) deeds for the (5) daughters.  The land was never
actually divided into the 1/5 shares so the land description in the deeds – i.e., what the land borders

on, is always the totality of their parent’s 115 acres.

The children were married so these deeds provide the identities of their husbands.  [Research of
Laurel Damon Steffes]
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Exhibit 23 - HANISEY DEED RECORDS  (cont.)

14 Mar 1805, John & Patience Skinner to James Dilkes, Deed U p143  (cont.)
Also 30 Sep 1806, George & Rebecca (Hanisey) Gribble to James Dilkes U p144

Also 30 Nov 1811, John & Mary (Hanisey) Fowler to James Dilkes U p145
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Exhibit 23 - HANISEY DEED RECORDS  (cont.)

30 Nov 1811, John & Mary (Hanisey) Fowler to James Dilkes, U145  (cont.)
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Exhibit 23 - HANISEY DEED RECORDS  (cont.)

7 Sep 1819, Steven Clark to Joseph Dilkes, Deed EE p162

This is the sale of a 1/3 right to Hanisey’s Landing which Elizabeth Clark, wife of Steven,
had inherited per the Will of her father Samuel Eastlack.  It is not clear how far back in time

Hanisey’s Landing had no longer been fully owned by the Hanisey family.
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Exhibit 23 - HANISEY DEED RECORDS  (cont.)

7 Sep 1819, Steven Clark to Joseph Dilkes, Deed EE p162  (cont.)
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Exhibit 24 – HANISEY COURT RECORDS
[NJ Archives, Trenton, 2026 email]

1763



117

Exhibit 24 – HANISEY COURT RECORDS  (cont.)

1768
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Exhibit 24 – HANISEY COURT RECORDS  (cont.)

1768

1774 Court Record
[NJ State Archives, www.nj.gov/state/archives/search.html]
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Exhibit 25 – LOYALIST JAMES HANISEY

A.  NEWSPAPER EXTRACTS, 1778:
[Documents Relating to the Revolutionary History of the State of New Jersey, NJ Archives, Series II. 
Volume 2, pp581-582, Procured by William H. ‘Bill’ Skinner]

NEWSPAPER EXTRACTS, 1778

October 29, 1778

AT an Inferior Court of Common Pleas held for the County of Gloucester, on the 

13th instant, were returned inquisitions (for joining the army of the King of 

Great- Britain, and other offences against the form of their allegiance) found 

against Andrew Jones, John Kelly, John Inglish, Jonathan Fisher, jun, 

Benjamin Carter, Joshua Couzens, John Carter, jun, Joseph Pratt, Joseph 

Clark, William Devanport, Harrison Wells, Jonathan Fisher, Thomas 

Nightingale, Job Thomas, Jacob Clement, jun, William Ingland, jun. William 

Watson, Daniel Wells, Jonathan Chew, Isaac Lord, David Chew, David Suran, 

John Franklin, Silas Long, Joseph Long, William Bocock, John Rodrow, William 

Fusman, Jacob Hewit, James Hanesy, Alexander Bartram, Peter Johnson, 

George Avis, William Wells, Gabriel DeVeher, jun, Edward Eglinton, Asa Lord, 

Conrad Bowman, Robert Whitacre, William Pinyard, Josiah Biddle, John Cox, 

Philip Stout, Daniel Couzens, John Gruff, Gabriel DeVeher, John O'Bryant, John

Hinchman, Jeremiah Prosser, John Robison, George Swanton, John Hatton, 

Northup Marpole, John Inglish, jun, Benjamin Duffil, James Duffil, Isaac 

Justice; proclamation was made in open Court, and information given, that if 

they or any on their behalf, or any person interested would traverse, a trial 

should be awarded, and an opportunity of preventing forfeitures given: no 

traverses were offered: Therefore notice is hereby given, that if neither they 

nor any on their behalf, nor any person interested shall traverse at the next 

Court, to be held for the county of Gloucester, on the second Tuesday in 

December next, the inquisitions will be taken to be true, and final judgment 

entered thereon in favor of the State, and their personal estates will then be 

forfeited to the use of the State, and their lands taken into the hands of the 

Commissioners until the Legislature shall further order therein respecting their

lands.

JOHN SPARKS, JOSEPH HUGG, Commissioners.
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Exhibit 25 – LOYALIST JAMES HANISEY  (cont.)

B.  1778, LAND SEIZURE of JAMES HANISEY:
[Transcriptions of Early County Records of New Jersey, Gloucester County Series Revolutionary War 
Documents, The Historical Records Survey, Work Projects Administration, Newark, New Jersey, 1940, 
(Gloucester Co. Historical Society, per notes of VEM]

EXECUTIONS FOR SALE OF PROPERTY, 1778

Gloucester ss     The State of New Jersey To John Sparks Samuel Kaign & Elijah Clark 

Commissioners duly appointed for the said County on the part & Behalf of the said 

State to take & dispose for the use & Benefit of the Same the Estates of certain 

Fugitives & Offenders in the said County or to any two or more of them Greeting 

Whereas lately that is to say of the Term of December in the Year of our Lord one 

thousand seven hundred & seventy eight in the Court of Common Pleas held at 

Gloucester in & for the County of Gloucester before the Judges of the same Court 

final Judgment was had & entered in favour of the said State of New Jersey pursuant

to Law against James Hannisey late of the County of Gloucester on an Inquisition 

found against the said James Hannisey for having joined the Enemies of this State & 

assisted in taking the good subjects thereof prisoners, & returned to the said Court 

as may fully appear of record You are therefore commanded and enjoined to sell and

dispose of all the real Estate of what nature or kind whatsoever belonging or lately 

belonging to the said James Hannisey within the said County of Gloucester according

to the Directions of an Act for forfeiting to & vesting in the State of New Jersey the 

Real Estates of certain Fugitives & Offender made & passed the eleventh day of 

December in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred & seventy eight.  

Witness Michael Fisher Esq. Judge of said Court at Gloucester afs.d the tenth day of 

December in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred & Seventy eight.

By the Court

T Hugg Clerk

Davenport Atty P. State

[Verso]

The State V. James Hannisey

Excon for Sale of Real Estate

March Term 1779

Davenport Atty.
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Exhibit 25 – LOYALIST JAMES HANISEY  (cont.)

C.  LAND SEIZURES per 1779 NEWSPAPER EXTRACTS, pp128-131:
[Documents Relating to the Revolutionary History of the State of New Jersey, Series II, Volume 3, 
pp128-131, archive.org

1779 NEWSPAPER EXTRACTS

Gloucester, March 2, 1779.

IN pursuance of an act of the General Assembly of the State of New Jersey for that 

purpose, and by virtue of sundry writs issued out of the Court of Common Pleas of the 

county of Gloucester, to us directed, will be exposed to sale by publick vendue, at the 

times and places herein after mentioned, the following tracts and parcels of lands, with 

the improvements, viz. 

1st. On the 10th day of April next on the premises, a certain tract of land situate in the 

town of Gloucester in said county, containing about 20 acres, whereon is a new [ ] 

story brick house, a good orchard and other improvements, being the late dwelling-

house of John Hinchman, late of said county. And at the same time and place will be 

sold all the right and property of said Hinchman (being for the natural life of said 

Hinchman) in and to the adjoining valuable plantation, now in the tenure of the 

widow Branson. The sale to begin at two o'clock said day.

2d. On Monday the 12th on the premises, the noted tavern in Woodbury, in the township

of Deptford, in said county (now in the tenure of Robert Sparks) with the land 

thereunto belonging, containing about 45 acres, being late the property of Alexander

Bartram: And at the same time and place all the right and property of John Grieff, 

(being for his natural life) in and to a valuable plantation containing about 100 acres,

part whereof is good meadow, lying about one mile from Woodbury aforesaid. The 

sale to begin at one o'clock said day.

3d. On Tuesday the 13th, at the late dwelling-house of Jonathan Chew, in the township 

of Deptford, all the real estate of said Chew, consisting of four plantations or tracts 

of land, lying on both sides of Mantua Creek, in the township of Deptford and 

Greenwich, whereon are valuable improvements, and to be sold separate. At same 

time and place about 100 acres of land lying on Mantua Creek, near the land of said 

Chew, being late the property of James Hanisey. The sale to begin at 10 o'clock said 

day.
Note – the date of the planned sale was Tuesday, 13 April 1779
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Exhibit 25 – LOYALIST JAMES HANISEY  (cont.)

D.  LAND SEIZURES per 1779 NEWSPAPER EXTRACTS, p650:
[Documents Relating to the Revolutionary History of the State of New Jersey, Series II, Volume 3, 
p650, archive.org]

Gloucester County, Sept. 7, 1779

NOTICE is hereby given to all persons having any demands against Harrison Wells, 

George Avis, William Wells, William Bocock, Daniel Cozens, Jonathan Chew, James 

Hanisey, Joseph Long, Jacob Hewitt, John Robeson, Peter Johnson, Isaac Justice, 

John Hatton, James Duffield, John Gruff, John Hinchman, William Forsman, 

Alexander Bartram, John Cox, John Rodrow, Gabriel D'Veber, William Pinyard, John 

O'Briant, George Swanton, Josiah Biddle, Robert Whitaker, Jeremiah Prosser, John 

Carter, jun. or David Suram, whose estates are forfeited, and have been sold by the 

Commissioners of said county; that they exhibit their accounts before the Judges of 

the court of common pleas, within the time limited by law, in order that they may be

adjusted and paid.

-JOHN SPARKS, SAMUEL KAIGHN, Commissioners.

-The New Jersey Gazette, Vol. II, No. 92, Sept. 29, 1779
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Exhibit 26 – 1778, SALE of LOYALIST HANISEY’S PERSONAL ASSETS
[Research of Laurel Damon Steffes; NJ State Archives]

Sale of James Hanisey Assets, 1778

Some assets were purchased by wife Mary Hanisey and some by Robert Sparks, who purchased the
seized property of Hanisey’s neighbor Jonathan Chew.
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Exhibit 27 – The ‘STONE HOUSE FARM’
[Stone House Farm, GCHS Newsletter, June 1963, Procured by William H. ‘Bill’ Skinner]
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Exhibit 27 – The ‘STONE HOUSE FARM’  (cont.)
[Research of Bill Skinner summarized by KDS]

The preceding article provides an interesting look at the Stone House Farm, once owned by Jonathan 
Chew, and bordering the land of the Hanisey’s.  Some of the information presented appears to have 
been taken from the Map Wenonah 1770-1870.

Highlights from this article and other sources:

1773 or Earlier - Samuel Moffett built a stone building as a tavern on his 80 acre farm. The property
was situated at today’s Wenonah on the old north/south road leading to a ford of the Mantua Creek 
approximately half a mile southeast of where today's Mantua to Wenonah Road crosses the creek.

By 1776 – the 80 acre farm was now part of a 180 acre plantation owned by Jonathan Chew.  This 
was one of four plantations owned by Chew and was the plantation where he resided.

July 29, 1776 – Jonathan Chew gives all of his land to his children, including the plantation where 
he resided, perhaps preparing for his Loyalist activities.

December Term, 1778 - The State of NJ orders that all of the lands of Loyalist Jonathan Chew be 
seized and sold at auction.  A painful penalty, but not as bad as the death sentence he was initially 
given.

April 30th, 1779 – All lands of Jonathan Chew auctioned off, as well as 100 acres belonging to his 
neighbor and fellow Loyalist James Hanisey.  Roberts Sparks Sr. bought the plantation where Chew
had resided that included the Stone House.  Gradually, the plantation became known as the Stone 
House Farm [ref. Map Wenonah 1770-1870].

After Robert Sparks died intestate, the property bypassed his deceased son Robert Sparks Jr. and 
became the property of two grandsons - Thomas Tabor Sparks and Robert Ure Sparks.

Thomas Tabor Sparks later acquired the interest of his brother Robert and became the sole owner of
the ‘Stone House Farm’.

January 1855 - Joseph Saunders, executor of Joseph Dilkes, sold the 180-acre ‘Stone House Farm’. 
The property was split, with 75.5 acres sold to Isaac C. Stevenson and 100.5 acres sold to Hiram 
Morgan.

Today, the property has been restored and is located at 100 South West Avenue, Wenonah.

end
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Exhibit 27 – The ‘STONE HOUSE FARM’  (cont.)

Map By William H. ‘Bill’ Skinner:

Note – Left Side of Map Points North
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Exhibit 27 – The ‘STONE HOUSE FARM’  (cont.)

Writing of Bill Skinner, 12/9/2017:

Enclosed please find an article I found from the Gloucester County Historical Society that talks about 
the “Stone House Farm“ on the 575 acres Mary Gibson (later to become Mary Hanisey - mother of 
Patience Hanisey Skinner] inherited from her brother.  

The article mentions Hennessey's Landing then in (apparently) the Wenonah side of Mantua Creek.

The article goes on to say the Stone House Farm was sold to JC Stevenson and H. Morgan quite some 
time later; their lands are shown on the 1861 map of the area.  Also included is a partial description of 
Mary Hennessey's land including references to “the landing” and the use thereof.
 it looks as if Mary's land was east of one or more branches of Mantua Creek (it was almost the size of 
today's Wenonah).  I think part of it bordered the Break Back Run (the northwest border of Wenonah) 
because a few areas of land that James Hennessy rented mentions the Break Back Run.

One other thing  - the roads on this 1861 map of the Wenonah area are no longer there. They were 
probably the roads that led to the four or five landings along the Creek there in olden days. 
Incorporation of this area resulted in the creation of several blocks of “perfectly and consistently 
spaced squares of streets” running parallel to and perpendicular to the railroad tracks. These streets 
today run right from the center of the town towards the Creek were they end abruptly.  A couple of 
dump loads of soil is the only thing that prevents a driver from driving into the woods and then the 
Creek.  

I could not find anything that links the Jonathan Hendrickson (1784 1875) mentioned as living in the 
stone house to the likely first husband of Patience Hanisey.   It is likely, however, that that her first 
husband was from the same area. 
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Exhibit 27 – The ‘STONE HOUSE FARM’  (cont.)

Notes on Jonathan Hendrickson, a generation older than the first husband of Patience:

[This history of the Stone House Farm property as taken from the Stone House Farm article shows the
land originating with Jeffrey Chew, which seems to be at odds with information from the 1775 Deed 
from Caleb Gibson to Mary Hanisey – not really worth pursing here.]
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Exhibit 28 – MISC. HANISEY DOCUMENTS

A. TAX LISTS [New Jersey Tax Lists, 1772-1822, Vol 2, Robert Vern Jackson, GCHS]:

B.  WILL RECORDS [per files of Virginia E. Minotty, GCHS]:

1796, Mar. 11.  CLARK, SUSANNAH, of Gloucester Co., Int. Adm’r - James Dilkes, Fellowbondsmen - James 
Henesey and George Stites;  all of said Co.   Lib. 36, p. 221

1796 Mar. 23.  Inventory, L97.6.11;  made by Abel Clement and James Henesey.   File 2009H
(p70)

1797, Nov. 2, Eglinton, Jonathan, of Gloucester Co., Int. Adm’r.  DAVID ELDRIDGE.  Fellowbondsmen - James 
Hanisey and Benjamin Allen.

(p119)

1785. Mar. 30.  Conoley, William, of Greenwich Twp., Gloucester Co., yeoman;  will of.  .....
Executor - friend, John West.  Witnesses - John Carter, William Sharp and Judah Heritage.  Proved Sept. 28, 

1798.   Lib. 37, 0.523
1795, Oct. 24.  Dilkes, Aaron, of Deptford Twp., Gloucester Co., Int. Adm’r - Jacob Spencer.  Fellowbondsman - 

James Henisey;  both of said Co.   Lib. 35, p. 297
1795, Oct. 26.  Inventory, L123.15.5;  made by James Henisey and Ephraim Bee.   File 1935H.
(p112)

1798, Sept. 20.  Inventory, L114.3.;  made by David Eldridge and James Hanisey;  all of said Co.

1798, Sept. 28.  John West, the executor named in will being dec’d.  Adm’x C.T.A. - Martha Conoley.  
Fellowbondsmen - David Eldridge and James Hanisey;  all of said Co.   File 2158H.

(p77)  NJ Archives, 1st Series Vol. IX, 1796-1800.
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Exhibit 28 – MISC. HANISEY DOCUMENTS  (cont.)

C.  ST. PETERS EPISCOPAL CHURCH:
[Notes on old Gloucester County, New Jersey, Historical records published by the New Jersey Society of 
Pennsylvania, compiled and edited by Frank H. Stewart, Vol. III, Sect. III, per files of Virginia E. Minotty, GCHS]
]
James Hanisey was appointed one of the managers of St. Peter’s Episcopal Church Berkley (Mount Royal), this 

located in Deptford Twp.

D.  SAMUEL MICKLES DIARY [per files of Virgina E. Minotty, GCHS]:

Will contest between James Hennesay and James Gibson.

D2.  SAMUEL MICKLES DIARY [KDS]:

Year 1800, Pertains to Will of Joshua Gibson
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Exhibit 28 – MISC. HANISEY DOCUMENTS  (cont.)

E. HANISEY and GIBSON DEED RECORDS [Research of Bill Skinner, 2000]:
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Exhibit 29  – Thomas Taber OVERVIEW

Thomas Taber (1729-1811)

Thomas Taber was a substantial landowner and renter of plantations, buildings and lots.  
Taber was a key person in the life of John T. Skinner and his wife Patience.

Taber/Skinner Association

Thomas Taber appeared in a 1758 deed as a chain bearer along with John T. Skinner’s 
presumed father, John Skinner the Elder.  In 1760, John T. Skinner was born - his presumed 
middle name was Taber.  In 1788, John T. Skinner and Patience named their second son 
Taber Skinner.

In 1810, Thomas Taber wrote his Will.  In that document, he twice referred to John Skinner
(John T. Skinner) as his nephew. 

Thomas Taber was born 1729 and married the widow Margaret (Young) Ragan in 1764, when 
Thomas was age 34/35.  It is presumed that he had previously been married to someone that 
resulted in Thomas being a brother-in-law to John Skinner the Elder and father-in-law to John
T. Skinner.
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Exhibit 29  – Thomas Taber OVERVIEW  (cont.)

Thomas Taber Will

Thomas Taber had substantial landholdings from both his father and father-in-law.  Thomas 
had no male sons.  He left substantial assets to his extended family.  Taber’s Will provided – 

(1) Plantations to his daughter Hannah Lawder.  This land would then transfer to Margaret 
and John FFfirth, and then to their sons John & Henry Ffirth as each person died.  Also a 
tavern & lot to Hannah’s son Joseph Foster.
(2) ‘Old Smith’s Place’ plus ½ cedar swamp at the Scotland Branch to Taber’s ‘nephew’ 
John Skinner and wife Patience.  
(3) Other ½ of cedar swamp to John & Henry FFfirth, sons of John, with timber rights to 
their father John FFfirth and to Hannah Lawder.  
(4) Tavern at Barnsborough occupied by Samuel Blackwood to be given to Hannah’s son 
Joseph Foster.  
(5) Land to be held for Thomas Blackwood when he turns 21, subject to Thomas making 
cash payments of 50 pounds each to Thomas and Robert Sparks, sons of Margaret F___ 
(unreadable), widow.  
(6) Land to be held for Joseph Blackwood when he turns 21, subject to Joseph making cash 
payments of 50 pounds each to Thomas and Robert Sparks.  
(7) not relevant  (8) not relevant
(9) Residue of estate to children of Samuel Blackwood and children of John FFfirth.

Taber’s Will claims that Rebecca and Samuel Blackwood had illegally obtained a deed to much
of his land back in 1807, presumably the reason why Rebecca (his granddaughter) received no
gifting.

In other transactions, Thomas Taber gave substantial land to Timothy Young, the nephew of 
his wife Margaret Ragan [ref. deed O, p24]. 
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Exhibit 29  – Thomas Taber OVERVIEW  (cont.)

Thomas Taber Family

Taber’s Will mentions daughter Hannah Lawder and her son Joseph Foster, so Hannah would 
have married a Mr. Foster and later Mr. Lawder.

It can be inferred from the Will that Margaret Ffirth was also a daughter of Thomas Taber.  An
exhibit presented here mentions a family bible of Margaret and John Ffirth that confirms that 
Margaret was a daughter of Thomas Taber.

Deed record L, p128 mentions that Rebecca Blackwood, wife of Samuel Blackwood, was a 
granddaughter of Thomas Taber.
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Exhibit 30  – 1810, WILL OF THOMAS TABER

10, 
11 Dec 1810, Will of Thomas Taber

[New Jersey Probate Records, p332, familysearch.org]



136

Exhibit 30  – 1810, WILL OF THOMAS TABER  (cont.)

11 Dec 1810, Will of Thomas Taber  (cont.)
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Exhibit 30  – 1810, WILL OF THOMAS TABER  (cont.)

Will of Thomas Taber, Translation:

Page 332,

I, Thomas Taber, of the County of Gloucester and State of New Jersey, being of sound disposing mind and memory, do 
make and publish my last Will and Testament as follows, that is to say:

1. I give and devise to my daughter Hannah Lawder, for and during her natural life, all that farm or plantation where John 
Firth now lives, which was left to me by my Father, and also all that farm or plantation adjoining it which I purchased of 
my Father-in-law; and after the decease of my said Daughter, I give and devise the said plantations to the said John Firth 
and Margaret his Wife, for and during their joint lives and the life of the survivor of them; and after the decease of both of 
them I give and devise the said Farms and plantations to John and Henry Firth, sons of the said John Firth, and to their 
Heirs and Assigns forever, as tenants in common.

2. I give and devise to my nephew John Skinner and Patience his Wife, and to their Heirs and Assigns forever, all that 
plantation now occupied by my said nephew, formerly called old Smith's Place. I also give and devise to the said John 
Skinner and Patience his Wife, and to their heirs and assigns forever, one half of all my Cedar Swamp situate and lying on 
Scotland Branch in said County of Gloucester.

3. The other half of the cedar Swamp above described I give and devise to the aforesaid John and Henry Firth, and to their 
heirs and assigns forever; subject nevertheless to this, that the said Hannah Lawder and John Firth and Margaret his Wife, 
during the times that they shall respectively occupy the two farms and plantations hereinbefore devised to them, shall be at 
Liberty to enter on said Swamps and take as much timber as may be necessary for the uses of said Plantations, but no more.

4. I give and devise to Joseph Foster, son of Hannah Lawder, and to his heirs and Assigns forever, all my Tavern House and
lot containing about five acres, situate at Barnsborough, occupied by Samuel Blackwood.

5. I give and devise to my Friends Dr. Thomas Hendry and Joseph McIlvaine, Esqrs., of Burlington, & the Survivor of 
them, all my Plantation where John Sharp now lives, which I purchased of William Wilkins and Isaac Flanagan, to have 
and to hold the same until Thomas Blackwood, son of Samuel Blackwood of Barnsborough, shall be twenty-one years of 
age; and from and after that time I give and devise the said Plantation to the said Thomas Blackwood and to his heirs and 
assigns forever, subject nevertheless to the payment of fifty pounds to Thomas Sparks and fifty pounds to Robert Sparks, 
sons of Margaret Fries (unreadable), widow, within one year after he shall have attained to the said age of twenty-one — 
which sums I give and bequeath to the said Thomas and Robert Sparks.

6. I give and devise to the said Thomas Hendry and Joseph McIlvaine, and to the Survivor of them, all my Plantation situate
on Mantua Creek on which David Senor lives, until Joseph Blackwood, son of the aforesaid Samuel Blackwood, shall 
attain to the age of twenty-one years; and from and after that time I give and devise the said plantation to the said Joseph 
Blackwood, his Heirs and assigns forever, subject to the payment of fifty pounds to the aforesaid Thomas Sparks and the 
like sum of fifty pounds to the aforesaid Robert Sparks, within one year after he shall attain the age aforesaid — which 
sums I give and bequeath to the said Thomas and Robert Sparks.

7. Should the said Thomas Blackwood or Joseph Blackwood die in his minority, the farm so given to him I give and devise 
to the Survivor of them and to his heirs and assigns forever, the devise to take effect at the time hereinbeforementioned, and
to be subject to the payment of the aforesaid sums of money.
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Exhibit 30  – 1810, WILL OF THOMAS TABER  (cont.)

8. It is my desire that during the minority of the said Thomas and Joseph Blackwood no more timber be cut than may be 
necessary for the Use of said Plantations, and that the rents and profits thereof, after deducting all Expenses of repairs, be 
appropriated by the said Joseph McIlvaine & Thomas Hendry to the maintenance and Education of said Thomas & Joseph 
Blackwood, as said Hendry and McIlvaine may deem proper, leaving it entirely to their discretion.

9. All the residue and remainder of my real Estate I give and devise to the children of the said Samuel Blackwood and the 
Children of the said John Firth, and to their heirs and assigns forever, equally to be divided among them, by three 
freeholders chosen by the Heirs or devisees, in case of disagreement between them.

10. It is my Will that all the real Estate which I have devised to minors be held by the said Dr. Thomas Hendry and Joseph 
McIlvaine, and the Survivor of them, during the minority of said devisees, and that they take and receive the rents and 
Issues thereof and appropriate the same to the maintenance and Education of said devisee or devisees as they or the 
survivor of them may deem proper.

11. And whereas the aforesaid Samuel Blackwood and Rebecca his Wife have by unfair and fraudulent means obtained 
from me a deed of Conveyance to said Rebecca Blackwood of a great part of the Estate herein before devised, bearing date 
on or about the 16th November 1807, and whereas I have filed a Bill in the Court of Chancery of New Jersey to set aside 
said Deed, now if I should die before the said suit shall be determined finally, it is my desire that the same may be revived 
by the said Thomas Hendry and Joseph McIlvaine or the Survivor of them, and the most effectual measures in the law be 
taken to set aside the said fraudulent deed in favour of my Devisees; and I do hereby authorise the said Thomas Hendry and
Joseph McIlvaine and the Survivor of them to defray the Expences of such suit out of my personal Estate, and if that be 
insufficient then out of the rents of the Farms herein before devised to the said Thomas & Joseph McIlvaine Blackwood.

12. All the residue of my personal Estate which shall not be disposed of as abovementioned, after payment of my debts and 
the Expenses of managing my Estate, I give and bequeath to my daughter Hannah Lawder.

13. I appoint the said Thomas Hendry and Joseph McIlvaine Executors of this my last Will and Testament, revoking all 
others.

In Witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and Seal the eleventh day of December in the year of our Lord eighteen 
hundred & ten.

Signed sealed published and delivered by the said Thomas Taber as & for his last Will and Testament in the presence of us 
who in his presence and in the presence of each other have subscribed our names as Witnesses thereto

Thomas Taber [seal]

William Jones

Benajah Andrews

William Hopper
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Exhibit 30  – 1810, WILL OF THOMAS TABER  (cont.)

Page 335

William Jones and Benajah Andrews, two of the Witnesses to the Within Will, being duly affirmed did declare and say that 
they saw Thomas Taber the Testator therein named sign and seal the same and heard him publish, pronounce and declare 
the within writing to be his last Will and Testament, and that at the doing thereof the said Testator was of sound and 
disposing mind and memory as far as these Affirmants know and as they verily believe; and that William Hopper the other 
subscribing Evidence was present at the same time and signed his name as a witness to the said Will together with these 
Affirmants, in the presence of the said Testator.

Affd. the 19th March 1811, Before me

James Matlack, Surr.

William Jones

Benajah Andrews

State of New Jersey, Gloucester County ss.

I James Matlack, Surrogate of the County of Gloucester, do certify the annexed to be a true copy of the Last Will and 
Testament of Thomas Taber, late of the County of Gloucester, deceased, and that Thomas Hendry and Joseph McIlvaine, 
Esqrs. of the Counties of Gloucester and Burlington, the Executors therein named, proved the same before me and are duly 
authorized to take upon themselves the Administration of the Estate of the said Testator, agreeably to the said Will. Witness
my Hand and Seal of Office the nineteenth day of March in the year of Our Lord One thousand eight hundred & Eleven, 
1811.

James Matlack
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Exhibit 31  – THOMAS TABER DEEDS

12 Sep 1777, Thomas Taber to Timothy Young, Deed O, p424

This deed provides land to Timothy Young, son of Margaret Taber’s brother.  This deed identifies
Thomas Taber’s wife as being Margaret Regan, born Margaret Young, and a widow of Timothy Regan

when she married Thomas Taber.
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Exhibit 31  – THOMAS TABER DEEDS  (cont.)

1777 Deed, Thomas Taber to Timothy Young, Translation:

This Indenture made the twelfth day of September in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred
and seventy-seven, Between Thomas Taber of the Township of Greenwich, County of Gloucester
and Western Division of New Jersey, Yeoman, and Margaret his wife, of the one part, and Timothy
Young of the same place, Minor, of the other part (being her brother's son), Witnesseth:

That the said Thomas Taber and Margaret his wife, for and in consideration of the natural love and
affection which they have and bear towards him the said Timothy Young, and for his promotion
and advancement, and also in consideration of the sum of five Shillings current money of New
Jersey to them the said Thomas Taber and Margaret his wife in hand well and truly paid by the said
Timothy Young at and before the ensealing and delivery hereof, the receipt whereof is hereby
acknowledged, have given, granted, bargained, sold, aliened, enfeoffed, released, conveyed and
confirmed, and by these presents doth give, grant, bargain, sell, alien, enfeoff, release, convey and
confirm unto the said Timothy Young and to the heirs of his body successively forever lawfully
begotten, four certain pieces, tracts or lots of land adjoining together, situate in the Township
aforesaid, whereon the said Thomas and Margaret Taber now live, bounding on a branch of Great
Mantua Creek called Chestnut Branch, viz:

One of which, containing forty-five acres more or less (being the full of one piece conveyed by George
Emlin and Ann his wife, with other land, unto Timothy Rayer[?] by deed dated the twenty-fifth day
of May, 1752, and by the said Timothy Rayer bequeathed by his last will and testament unto his
wife, the said Margaret — then Margaret Rayer — who since intermarried with the said Thomas
Taber).

One other piece, containing thirty-three acres and twenty-eight perches more or less, conveyed unto
the said Margaret Rayer, during her widowhood, by Francis Beattor[?], by Indenture dated the fifth
day of April, 1763.

One other, containing two acres more or less, conveyed by Jonathan Chew and Mary his wife unto her,
the said Margaret Taber, since her marriage with the said Thomas Taber, by deed dated the fourth
day of April, 1769.

And one other, containing five acres more or less, conveyed by William Wilkins and Sarah his wife unto
her, the said Margaret Taber, by Indenture of the first day of March, 1774 — reference being had to
the said Indentures will more fully appear.

Together with all and singular the buildings, mines, minerals, quarries, woods, ways, waters,
watercourses, lights, timber, privileges, hereditaments, improvements, and appurtenances
whatsoever to the same belonging or appertaining, with the reversions and remainders, rents,
issues and profits thereof, and of every part and parcel thereof; and also all the estate, right, title,
interest, possession, property, claim and demand whatsoever of him the said Thomas Taber and
Margaret his wife, of, in and to the said four pieces of land and premises, and every part thereof,
either in law or equity.
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Exhibit 31  – THOMAS TABER DEEDS  (cont.)

1777 Deed, Thomas Taber to Timothy Young, Translation (cont.):

To have and to hold all and singular the said four pieces of land, meadow, ground, hereditaments and
premises hereby granted, mentioned or intended so to be, unto the said Timothy Young and to the
heirs of his body lawfully begotten forever, in fee tail, from and immediately after the decease of
the said Thomas Taber and Margaret his wife, and not before.

In Witness whereof the said Thomas Taber and Margaret his wife have to these presents set their hands
and seals, dated the same day and year first above written.

Thomas Taber  [SEAL]

Margaret Taber  [SEAL]

:

Signed, sealed and delivered in the presence of us.

Acknowledgment

Delivered in the presence of Thomas McClun, John Taylor, Joshua Paul. Gloucester County.

Be it Remembered that on the thirteenth day of June, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-one,
came before me John Sparks, one of the Judges of the Inferior Court of Common Pleas for the
County aforesaid, Thomas Taber and Margaret his wife, the within grantors, and acknowledged that
they signed, sealed and delivered the within Indenture for the uses and purposes therein
mentioned; and the wife, being examined apart from her husband, says that she did sign, seal and
deliver the same of her own voluntary free will.

Acknowledged before me, the day and year above written.

John Sparks
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Exhibit 31  – THOMAS TABER DEEDS  (cont.)

16 Nov 1807, Thomas Taber to Rebecca Blackwood, Deed L, p128

This deed which provided much or all of Thomas Taber’s land to his granddaughter Rebecca
Blackwood was later declared, in the 1810 Will of Thomas Taber, to be an illegal claim by

Rebecca and her husband Samuel Blackwood.
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Exhibit 31  – THOMAS TABER DEEDS  (cont.)

1807 Deed, Thomas Taber to Granddaughter Rebecca Blackwood, Translation:

This Indenture made this sixteenth day of November in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred
and seven, Between Thomas Taber of the Township of Greenwich in the County of Gloucester and
State of New Jersey, of the first part, and Rebecca Blackwood of the same place, of the second part.

Witnesseth that the said Thomas Taber, for and in consideration of the natural love and affection which
he hath for his granddaughter, the aforesaid Rebecca Blackwood, and of the sum of one Dollar to
him in hand paid by the said Rebecca Blackwood at and before the sealing and delivery of these
presents, the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged and the said Thomas Taber therewith fully
satisfied, contented and paid, have given, granted, bargained, sold, aliened, enfeoffed, conveyed
and confirmed, and by these presents doth give, grant, bargain, sell, alien, enfeoff, convey and
confirm to the said Rebecca Blackwood and to her heirs forever, all the following tracts or parcels
of land and premises hereinafter mentioned, situate, lying and being in the County and State
aforesaid, viz:

All the right of the said Thomas Taber to that Tract of Land which the said Thomas Taber and Peter
Cheesman purchased of the Executors and Heirs of [John, struck through] Alford, by deed dated
the thirteenth day of September, 1772.

All that Tract of Land the said Thomas Taber purchased of William Wilkins, by deed dated the
nineteenth day of October, 1785.

All those Tracts of Land the said Thomas Taber purchased of Isaac Hannington;

All that house and Lot of Land the said Thomas Taber purchased of Thomas Reeves;

And all the Cedar Swamp belonging to the said Thomas Taber, lying on Scotland's Branch in the County
aforesaid — reference being had to the several Conveyances will fully and at large appear.

Together with all and singular the appurtenances, and also all the estate, right, title, interest, claim and
demand of him the said Thomas Taber either in law or equity, of, in and to the same, and the
reversions and remainders, and after the decease of the said Thomas Taber the rents, issues and
profits thereof;

To have and to hold all and singular the above mentioned tracts or parcels of land and premises, with
the appurtenances, unto the said Rebecca Blackwood and her heirs, to the only proper use, benefit
and behoof of the said Rebecca Blackwood and her heirs forever.

And the said Thomas Taber doth for himself, his heirs, executors and administrators, covenant with the
said Rebecca Blackwood and her heirs, that he now is the lawful and rightful owner in fee simple of
the premises herein granted, and is seized thereof, at the sealing and delivery of these presents, of
an indefeasible estate of inheritance in fee simple, without any manner of condition, limitation or
other matter to alter or determine the same; and that the said Rebecca Blackwood and her heirs
shall hold and enjoy the said premises after the decease of the said Thomas Taber, without the
lawful let or eviction of any person or persons lawfully claiming by, from or under him.

In Witness whereof the said Thomas Taber hath to these presents set his hand and seal, the day and
year first above written.

Thomas Taber  [SEAL]
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Exhibit 31  – THOMAS TABER DEEDS  (cont.)

1807 Deed, Thomas Taber to Granddaughter Rebecca Blackwood, Translation (cont.):

Sealed and Delivered in the presence of Jonathan Paul, Isaac Pine.

Acknowledgment

Be it remembered that on the sixteenth day of November, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight
hundred and seven, before me James Matlack, one of the Judges of the Inferior Court of Common
Pleas in and for the County of Gloucester, personally appeared Thomas Taber, the above grantor,
and did acknowledge the above instrument to be his voluntary act and deed, signed, sealed and
delivered for the uses and purposes therein mentioned.

Done at Barnsborough, before me, James Matlack.

Recorded November 17th, 1807.
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Exhibit 31  – THOMAS TABER DEEDS  (cont.)

Select Skinner, John (Chain 
Bearer) (Named)

TO: David roe
FROM:
SURVEY AND MAP. 428 acres. Gloucester County.
OTHERS NAMED: Charles Brogdel (Owner of 
adjoining land); Samuel Clement, Jr. (Deputy 
Surveyor) (Signatory); [Unrecorded] Penn (Owner of 
adjoining land); John Skinner (Chain Bearer); Thomas
Taper (Chain Bearer)
LOCATIONS: West Jersey; Gloucester

13 Jan 1757 WJ Loose Records :
1757 - Roe, 
David (OV-A) 
(63437) 
(PWESJ004)

John Skinner & Thomas Taber, Chain Bearers, 1757
[https://www.nj.gov/state/archives/]
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Exhibit 31  – THOMAS TABER DEEDS  (cont.)

Deed Summaries, Thomas Taber
[https://www.nj.gov/state/archives/]
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Exhibit 31  – THOMAS TABER DEEDS  (cont.)

Deed Summaries, Thomas Taber
[https://www.nj.gov/state/archives/]
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Exhibit 31  – THOMAS TABER DEEDS  (cont.)

Deed Summaries, Thomas Taber
[https://www.nj.gov/state/archives/]
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Exhibit 31  – THOMAS TABER DEEDS  (cont.)

Deed Summaries, Thomas Taber  (cont.)
[https://www.nj.gov/state/archives/]
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Exhibit 31  – THOMAS TABER DEEDS  (cont.)

Deed Summaries, Thomas Taber  (cont.)
[https://www.nj.gov/state/archives/]
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Exhibit 31  – THOMAS TABER DEEDS  (cont.)

Deed Summaries, Thomas Taber  (cont.)
[https://www.nj.gov/state/archives/]
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Exhibit 32 – TABER FAMILY TREE

A.  THOMAS TABER FAMILY TREE (unverified):
[per a variety of sources

WILLIAM CLARK M. MARY HERITAGE
Mary Heritage Clark (1682-1730) m. Nathaniel Chew (1678-1731)

Elizabeth Chew (1705-1766) m1. David Roe;  m2. 1728, Benjamin Taber (1704-1737or1738), m1. Elizabeth 
Bolten)

Martha Taber (1720-1780) m. Joseph Hedger (1716-__)
Deborah Hedger (1738-1801) md Richard Cheesman (1732-1799)

John Taber (1727-1760)
Thomas Taber (1729-1811; m1.  Skinner?; m2. Margaret Regan (1743-__) widower.
[Margaret Ragan was born Margaret Young and married (h1) Timothy Ragan.  She received land as 
widow Margaret Ragan in 1763 [ref. Deed O424].  Margaret married (h2) Thomas Taber 5 Apr 1764 [ref. 
Deed O424].  Margaret Regan had a brother whose son was Timothy Young, a minor in 1777 [Deed 
O424].  Thomas Taber also had a relationship to niece? Margaret Young (1768-__) who married (h1) 
Robert Sparks Jr (1766-1792) with sons Thomas and Robert Ure Sparks.  Robert Sparks Jr. was a son of 
Robert Sr. who lived (1730-1812) and md. Mary Ann Cheeseman Smallwood (1728-1807).  Sparks Jr. 
died previous to his father [ref.  Stone House Farm article].  His wife remarried (h2) but was again left a 
widow [ref. Will of Thomas Taber].  Thomas Taber also referred a Rebecca Young as his granddaughter 
who married 18 Jun 1796 Samuel Blackwood (1789-1819) [Deed L128] and had sons Thomas & Joseph 
Blackwood [Thomas Taber Will].

Hannah Taber m2. John ___ Lawder, m1. ___ Foster [Will of Thomas Taber]
Son Joseph Foster [Will of Thomas Taber

Margaret Taber (d. 1810) m. John Ffirth III, Esq. [per Bible information]
Children:  John, Judith, Henry [John & Henry mentioned in Will of Thomas Taber]

Note also there was a Margaret Taber (1742-1777) who md. Abraham Dilkes (1745- __)
Children – Anne Dilkes (1761-_), Hannah (1761-1859), Joseph (1762-1830), Thomas (1762-1830) 
and James Dilkes (1763-1850).

Susannah Chew (1708-1779)
Richard Chew (1710-1759)
Nathaniel Chew (1710-1754)
Joseph Chew (1712-1753)
Jeffrey Chew (1714-1774) m. Amy Ann Driver (1713-1773)

Jonathan Chew (1733-1799; Loyalist, West Jersey Volunteers) m. (w1) Mary Sweeten (1736-1774) and 
md. By 1777 (w2) Mary ____, identified as step-mother to Jonathan’s children - Jonathan, Jeffrey, 
William, Joseph (minor) and daughters Sarah, Ann and Pamela [ref. Deed C20]
David Chew (Will proven 1815) md. Hannah Stille

Jonathan Chew
Elizabeth Chew (1776-1836) md. Jonathan Hendrickson(1784-1875). Jonathan m2. ___.
Samuel Chew

Other Children of Jeffrey and Amy Not Shown Here.
Mercy Chew (1718-__)
Prescilla Chew (1720-__)

Sarah Clark (1703-__) and other siblings
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Exhibit 32  – TABER FAMILY TREE  (cont.)

B.  TABER GENEALOGY (unverified):
[Per www.familytreemaker.com/users/r/e/m/deborah-ann-remer/gene2-0003.htlm]

Generation No. 7

7. JEFFREY7 CHEW (NATHANIEL6, RICHARD5, JOHN4, JOHN3, JOHN2 CHEWE, ROBERT1 CHEW)
was born January 10, 1713/14 in Gloucester County, N. J., and died April 10,
1774 in Buried in Mantua, NJ - with wife. He married AMY DRIVER September 15,
1732 in Gloucester County, N. J., daughter of John Driver and Sarah.

       Children of Jeffrey Chew and Amy Driver are:
      10.i. JESSE8 CHEW, b. November 25, 1738, Gloucester County, N. J.; d.
      January 31, 1812.
       ii. JONATHAN CHEW.
       iii. SUSANNAH CHEW.
       iv. SARAH CHEW.
       v. SAMUEL CHEW.
       vi. DAVID CHEW.
       vii. ANN CHEW.

8. ELIZABETH7 CHEW (NATHANIEL6, RICHARD5, JOHN4, JOHN3, JOHN2 CHEWE, ROBERT1
CHEW) was born Abt 1705 in Gloucester County, N. J.. She married (1) DAVID ROE.
She married (2) BENJAMIN TABER Abt 1728.

       Child of Elizabeth Chew and David Roe is:
       i. ROE8.

       Child of Elizabeth Chew and Benjamin Taber is:
       ii. THOMAS8 TABER.

9. RICHARD7 CHEW (NATHANIEL6, RICHARD5, JOHN4, JOHN3, JOHN2 CHEWE, ROBERT1 CHEW)
was born Abt 1710 in Gloucester County, N. J., and died October 27, 1759. He
married ABIGAIL WOOD August 1733, daughter of Constantine Wood.

       Children of Richard Chew and Abigail Wood are:
       i. ALICE8 CHEW.
       ii. MASSY CHEW.
       iii. CONSTANTINE CHEW.
       iv. NATHANIEL CHEW.
       v. ABIGAIL CHEW.
       vi. WILLIAM CHEW.
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Exhibit 32  – TABER FAMILY TREE  (cont.)

C.  THOMAS TABER FAMILY TREE:
[per files of Virginia E. Minotty, GCHS]:

BENJAMIN TABER, son of __
b.
d.  1738, Will 6/19/1737 Glo. Twp., & Co. N.J.  (Lib. 4, p. 148)
m.  1728
w.  ELIZABETH CHEW, dau. of Nathaniel Chew and Mary Heritage Clark and sister of Jeffrey Chew
b. 1705
d. 1766

children:
1.  THOMAS TABER
b.  1728
d.  1810/11  buried Bethel Cem. Hurffville, N.J.
2.  BENJAMIN TABER
b.  June 19, 1737
d.

THOMAS TABER
b.
d.  1811, Will Dec. 11, 1810, Vol. XII, Wills 1810-1813.
buried Bethel Cemetery, Hurffville, N.J.
m.  Apr. 5, 1764, both of Glo. Co., (N.J. Colonial Documents, 1st Series Vol. XXII)
w.  MARGARET RAGAN,
b.  1728
d.  Sept. 7, 1810, age 82, Bethel History, p. 230
buried Bethel Cemetery, Hurffville, N.J.

children:
1.  HANNAH TABER
b.
d.
m.
1st h. __ FOSTER     2nd h.  __ LAWDER
son JOSEPH FOSTER
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Exhibit 32  – TABER FAMILY TREE  (cont.)

D.  WILL OF ELIZABETH TABER [KDS note – not our Elizabeth]:
[Per files of Virginia E. Minotty, GCHS]

Will of ELIZABETH TABER, (widow) - Pilesgrove township, Salem County, N.J.
Date - August 12, 1796.
children mentioned:
Ann (Smith), Elizabeth, Sarah, David - underage, Joseph, 5 shillings, Thomas, John - underage
Executor - daughter Ann Smith
Witnesses - Benjamin Richardson, Naomi Richardson
Probated March 7, 1797
Probate shows that daughter Ann was Ann Smith
Authority - Salem Box of Wills 1797
Researched by Norman E. Skinner, March 1965.
4/27/1980/VEM

E.  DAVID ROE FAMILY TREE:
[per notes of Virginia E. Minotty, GCHS]

DAVID ROE of Flushing, New York, and his descendants (six generations), by Clarence Almon Torry - pub. 
Tarrytown, New York, Roe Printing Company MDCCCCXXVI, copy Glo. Co. Hist. Soc.

p-6:

10 David Roe 3 (John 2, David 1), born about 1707, in Gloucester County or Salem County, N.J.;  married (1) 
Elizabeth (CHEW) Taber, widow of Benjamin Taber (mar. lic. Sept. 6, 1738).  After her death he married 
(2) Ursula Hurff (mar. lic. July 24, 1767).

He resided in Deptford Township, Gloucester County, N.J.  He was an elder in the Presbyterian church at 
Woodbury, Blackwood and Berlin, N.J.  His will, dated  Feb. 14, 1783, proved Aug. 21, 1784, mentions his 
wife “Osella”, grandchildren John Brown and Elizabeth Brown.  .....”
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Exhibit 32  – TABER FAMILY TREE  (cont.)

F.  COUSINS TABER AND HANISEY (Unverified Internet Info]:

It is possible that Thomas Taber was a distant cousin of Patience Hanisey through the Clark family, not 
necessarily the exact arrangement as shown here.  This would not be a surprise as everyone seems to be 
related if you dig deep enough.  

Note that Thomas Taber was born in 1728;  Patience Hanisey was born in 1764.

1.  William Clark m. Mary Heritage
2.  Mary Clark m. Nathaniel Chew.

3.  Elizabeth Chew m. Benjamin Taber
4.  Thomas Taber

2.  Sarah Clark m. Luke Gibson
3.  Mary Gibson m. James Hanisey

4.  Patience Hanisey m. John Skinner
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Exhibit 32  – TABER FAMILY TREE  (cont.)

G.  MISC INFORMATION

[Laurel Damon Steffes per 5/20/99 email]:

Per NJ GenWeb site - John Ffirth III married Margaret Taber Sparks, 1793, Glo. Co., died 1810 (John?).

Per Taber family GenForum - “Seeking ancestors of Margaret Taber who m. first a Mr. Young and 
second Robert Sparks.  The second marriage took place 27 July 1788 at the Third Presbyterian 
Church aka the Old Pine Street Church in Philadelphia.  Her father may be Thomas Taber.  Robert 
and Margaret Sparks probably had sons Thomas and Robert (b. 1792) and resided in New 
Jersey.”

[KDS Note – Margaret Taber md. John Ffirth III.  Margaret Young, probable niece of Mary Young 
Regan md. Robert Sparks Jr.]

[Laurel Damon Steffes per 5/24/99 email]:

Per a posting to the Glo. Co. NJ GenWeb site - Margaret Ffirth was a daughter to Thomas Taber.  
Information is available from the Family Bible of John and Margaret Ffirth.  John and Margaret 
had a daughter Judith, in between sons John and Henry.
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Exhibit 33  – TABER MISC. DOCUMENTS

William Tabor, Larceny, 1801:
[Court Records, Index Card Summaries, GCHS]
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Exhibit 34 – JOHN CATHCART DOCUMENTS

A. John Cathcart Tax Ratables:
[New Jersey Tax Lists 1722-1822, Ronald Vern Jackson, Vol. 4]
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Exhibit 34 – JOHN CATHCART DOCUMENTS  (cont.)

B. Will of John Cathcart, 6 Mar 1806:
[familysearch.org]

Gloucester Twp.;  Identifies wife ‘Susan’, daughter ‘Susan’ and son Alan
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Exhibit 34 – JOHN CATHCART DOCUMENTS  (cont.)

B. Will of John Cathcart, 6 Mar 1806  (cont.):
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Exhibit 34 – JOHN CATHCART DOCUMENTS  (cont.)

B. Will of John Cathcart, 6 Mar 1806  (cont.):
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Exhibit 34 – JOHN CATHCART DOCUMENTS  (cont.)

C. John Cathcart Home, Gloucester Township:
[research of William H. ‘Bill’ Skinner, 1856 Map]
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Exhibit 35 – TAX RATABLES, EARLY SKINNERS

[New Jersey Tax Lists 1772-1822, Ronald Vern Jackson, Vol. 4]
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Exhibit 35 – TAX RATABLES, EARLY SKINNERS  (cont.)

[New Jersey Tax Lists 1772-1822, Ronald Vern Jackson, Vol. 4]
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Exhibit 35 – TAX RATABLES, EARLY SKINNERS  (cont.)

Comparison of John Skinner the Elder (Gloucester Twp.) & John T. Skinner (Greenwich 
Twp.), Laurel Damon Steffes, 2000:

[KDS note – John Skinner, Greenwich Twp - 1784, single, no land;  1786, married, 160 acres & house]
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Exhibit 35 – TAX RATABLES, EARLY SKINNERS  (cont.)

Note from Laurel Damon Steffes, 2000:

[KDS note – John Skinner, Deptford Twp., Feb 1779, married, no land]
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Exhibit 36 – 1805, JOHN CATHCART vs. JOHN SKINNER
[Based upon the research of Laurel Damon Steffes, 2000]

A.  OVERVIEW [by KDS]:

 John Skinner filed suit against John Cathcart for $75 owed for work done for Cathcart, 
including purchases made for Cathcart, going back as far as 1793 with records of money 
changing hands between Skinner, Cathcart and others extending as late as 1801.  The state 
Supreme Court ultimately ruled in favor of John Skinner for $58.

John Skinner the Elder died a pauper in 1808 and his assets went to the Poor House where he
had been living.  It was noted that Skinner estate was still owed $58 by Cathcart.  That fact 
identifies John Skinner the Elder as being the John Skinner involved in this court case.  

During the court case, John Skinner had a son testify on his behalf.  The son handled one or 
more money transfers between his father and Cathcart.  The court referred to this witness as 
being “John Skinner Jr.” and elsewhere as “his son John Skinner”.  This son named John 
Skinner could only have been John T. Skinner, thus connecting these two residents of 
Gloucester County – John Skinner the Elder and John T. Skinner as being father and son.

Some Details

John Skinner was represented by Attorney Robert Pearson.   The case was originally reviewed 
by William Zane, Justice of the Supreme Court of NJ at Gloucester County.  John Cathcart 
argued that the case could not go forward because it was beyond the Statute of Limitations 
but his claim was rejected.  The parties did not settle but opted for a jury trial at their 
expense which was overseen by Chief Justice of the Supreme Court Andrew Kirkpatrick at 
Trenton.  A venire (prospective list of jurors) was developed and the jurors were summoned 
by Constable Thomas Marshall.

John Skinner and his (3) witnesses, including his son, were called to testify.  Transactions 
involving cash, purchase of oxen and transactions with a third party by the name of John 
Collins, all dating back to 1792 and 1794 were reviewed.  Cathcart again argued the Statue of 
Limitations and produced a daybook from 1801 with just a single transaction listed.  The 
jurors found in favor of Skinner for 58/0/4 - $58 dollars/ zero dimes / 4 cents.  Skinner paid 
0/6/3 in court costs;  Cathcart paid 5/5/6.



170

Exhibit 36 – 1805, JOHN CATHCART vs. JOHN SKINNER  (cont.)

B.  CASE INTRODUCTION [NJ Archives, email 5/14/2026, KDS]:

Case No. 8632
J ohn Cathcart v. John Skinner

Appeal (to J P Will iam Zane) on Debt (on accounts beginning from 1793; $58.04) and Costs ($5.56)
Gloucester : 1805

New J ersey State Archives Supreme Court of New J ersey
Case Files, 1704 - 1844 (SSV00001)

Requested 5/14/2026

Case Number

8632

Case Type
Appeal  ( to  J P Wil li am Zane ) on Debt 
(o n acc ount s  beginni ng from 1793; 
$58.04)  and Costs ( $5.56)

County
Glouce s te r

Date s
1805

PLAINT IFF Cathcar t, J ohn

DEFENDANT Skinner, J ohn

NAMED IN CASE Collins , J ohn  (on Account )
NAMED IN CASE Somers, J e sse  (on Account)
EVIDENCE (WITNESS 
CALLED)

Garn er, J ose ph  (o n behal f  of  J ohn Skinner )

EV IDENCE (WIT NESS 
CALLED)

Ship er,  J ohn  ( [l a st  name i s  uncl ea r ? ];  on behal f  o f J ohn Skinner )

EV IDENCE (WIT NESS 
CALLED)

Skinner , J ohn J r.  (o n behal f  of  J ohn Skinner)

OFFICIAL K ir kpatri ck, Andrew (Chief  J ust i ce )
OFFICIAL Mar sha l l , T homas (Const ab le )
OFFICIAL Pearson, Robert  (Att o rn ey) (f or J ohn Cat hcart )
OFFICIAL Pennington, Wil l i a m S. (J us ti ce)
OFFICIAL Rhea, J . (Clerk)
OFFICIAL Zane, Will i am (J us ti c e o f t he  Peace ) ( fo r Glouce ste r  County)
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Exhibit 36 – 1805, JOHN CATHCART vs. JOHN SKINNER  (cont.)

J UROR Backly, David  (P et i t  j u ry)

J UROR Cheesman, Ephrai m  (P et it j ury)

J UROR Dil l , J osi ah  ( Pet it  j ury)

J UROR Elim, William  (Pet i t  j u ry)

J UROR Ellis, Isaac  (Pet it  j u ry)

J UROR Hugg, Isaac  (Pe ti t  j ury)

J UROR Lewis, Wi l l i am  (Pet i t  j ur y)

J UROR Mat loc k, T imothy  (P et it j u ry)

J UROR St out , J osep h I.  ( Pet i t j ur y)

J UROR Wic ke, Wi l l i am  ( Pet i t  j ur y)

J UROR Wil ds, J ohn  ( Pet i t  j ury)

J UROR T hackery, J osep h  ( Peti t  j ur y)
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Exhibit 36 – 1805, JOHN CATHCART vs. JOHN SKINNER  (cont.)

C. ORIGINAL CASE DOCUMENTS  [NJ Archives, email  5/14/2026, KDS]:
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Exhibit 36 – 1805, JOHN CATHCART vs. JOHN SKINNER  (cont.)
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Exhibit 36 – 1805, JOHN CATHCART vs. JOHN SKINNER  (cont.)
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Exhibit 36 – 1805, JOHN CATHCART vs. JOHN SKINNER  (cont.)
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Exhibit 36 – 1805, JOHN CATHCART vs. JOHN SKINNER  (cont.)
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Exhibit 36 – 1805, JOHN CATHCART vs. JOHN SKINNER  (cont.)
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Exhibit 36 – 1805, JOHN CATHCART vs. JOHN SKINNER  (cont.)
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Exhibit 36 – 1805, JOHN CATHCART vs. JOHN SKINNER  (cont.)
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Exhibit 36 – 1805, JOHN CATHCART vs. JOHN SKINNER  (cont.)
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Exhibit 36 – 1805, JOHN CATHCART vs. JOHN SKINNER  (cont.)

[End original document pages]



182

Exhibit 36 – 1805, JOHN CATHCART vs. JOHN SKINNER  (cont.)

D.  DOCUMENT TRANSCRIPTION  [Laurel Damon Steffes, 2000]:
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Exhibit 36 – 1805, JOHN CATHCART vs. JOHN SKINNER  (cont.)

Transcription of Original Document
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Exhibit 36 – 1805, JOHN CATHCART vs. JOHN SKINNER  (cont.)

Transcription of Original Document
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Exhibit 36 – 1805, JOHN CATHCART vs. JOHN SKINNER  (cont.)

Transcription of Original Document
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Exhibit 36 – 1805, JOHN CATHCART vs. JOHN SKINNER  (cont.)

Transcription of Original Document
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Exhibit 36 – 1805, JOHN CATHCART vs. JOHN SKINNER  (cont.)

Transcription of Original Document
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Exhibit 36 – 1805, JOHN CATHCART vs. JOHN SKINNER  (cont.)

Transcription of Original Document
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Exhibit 36 – 1805, JOHN CATHCART vs. JOHN SKINNER  (cont.)

Comment of Laurel Damon Steffes
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Exhibit 36 – 1805, JOHN CATHCART vs. JOHN SKINNER  (cont.)

Comments of Laurel Damon Steffes
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Exhibit 36 – 1805, JOHN CATHCART vs. JOHN SKINNER  (cont.)

Comments of Laurel Damon Steffes
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Exhibit 36 – 1805, JOHN CATHCART vs. JOHN SKINNER  (cont.)

Comments of Laurel Damon Steffes
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Exhibit 37 – 1810,  JOHNSON BECKETT vs. JOHN SKINNER
[Research of Laurel Damon Steffes, 2000]
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Exhibit 37 – 1810, JOHNSON BECKETT vs. JOHN SKINNER  (cont.)

Original Document
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Exhibit 37 – 1810, JOHNSON BECKETT vs. JOHN SKINNER  (cont.)

Original Document (cont.)
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EXHIBIT 38 - 1824, INVENTORY of ESTATE of JOHN SKINNER
[Per files of Virginia Minotty, GCHS]
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EXHIBIT 38 - 1824, INVENTORY of ESTATE of JOHN SKINNER
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EXHIBIT 39 - MISC. SKINNER DOCUMENTS

A. John Skinner the Elder & Thomas Taber, Chain Bearers, 1757:

Select Skinner, John (Chain 
Bearer) (Named)

TO: David roe
FROM:
SURVEY AND MAP. 428 acres. Gloucester County.
OTHERS NAMED: Charles Brogdel (Owner of 
adjoining land); Samuel Clement, Jr. (Deputy 
Surveyor) (Signatory); [Unrecorded] Penn (Owner of 
adjoining land); John Skinner (Chain Bearer); Thomas
Taper (Chain Bearer)
LOCATIONS: West Jersey; Gloucester

13 Jan 1757 WJ Loose Records :
1757 - Roe, 
David (OV-A) 
(63437) 
(PWESJ004)

Deed Record [NJ State Archives]

B. Federal Census – 1830:
[files of Virginia Minotty]

“Schedule of the whole number of Persons within the Division allotted to Jos. B. Harker by the Marshall of
the State of New Jersey, Greenwich Township, in the County of Gloucester

Free White Persons (including Heads of Families)
Patience Skinner
Females - of twenty and under thirty  -  1
Females - of sixty and under seventy  -  1)
Total  -  2.”
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Exhibit 40 – SUMMARIES of SKINNER COURT PROCEEDINGS
[Gloucester County Court Summaries on Index Cards, Gloucester County Historical Society, 
Research of Laurel Damon Steffes, 2000]

No attempt yet made to distinguish between proceedings involving John Skinner the Elder vs. 
proceedings involving John T. Skinner,
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John Skinner, Trespassing, Plaintiff Thomas Coles, 1763:

John Skinner, Debts, Plaintiff Jacob Castleman, 1764:

John Skinner, Debt., Plaintiff Jacob Castleman, 1765:
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John Skinner, Trespassing, Plaintiff John Hedger, 1765:

John Skinner, Debts, Plaintiff Jacob Castleman, 1765:

John Skinner, Debts, Plaintiff John Hinchman (Gloucester Twp), 1770:
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John Skinner, Debts, Plaintiff John Hinchman (Gloucester Twp), 1770:

William Skinner, Trespassing, Plaintiff William Farrow, 1770:

John Skinner, Debts, Plaintiff Thomas Taber, 1776:
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John Skinner, Debts, Plaintiff Thomas Taber, 1776:

John Skinner, Trespassing, Plaintiff Peirce Ward, 1778:

Signature – Term, December 1798, Davenport, Attorney
Wm. Harrison, Sheriff
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John Skinner & Thomas Wriggins, Bond Obligor, Obligee Richman & Garrison, 1796:
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John Skinner & Richard Moffett, Disturbance, vs. State of NJ, 1808
[per files of Virginia E. Minotty]:
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Bond Obligor John Skinner & John Ffirth, Obligee Richard Moffett, 1808:

Bond Obligee John Skinner, Obligor Richard Moffett & Samuel Porch, 1808:
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John Skinner, Archibald Moffett & Samuel Saunders, Trespassing, Plaintiff Daniel Wills, 1818 
[per files of Virginia E. Minotty]:

John Skinner, Archibald Moffett & Samuel Saunders, Trespassing, Suit of Daniel Wills, 1818 
[continuation of above proceedings]
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John Skinner, Nathan Thompson, Archibald Moffett & Samuel Saunders; Bail, State of NJ, 
1818:

John T. Skinner, William Pearce & James Jessup, Trespassing, Jacob Medeara, 1820:
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John T. Skinner, 1820:

William Skinner, Theft, Plaintiff Innkeeper Joseph Dilkes, 1822:

END




